
California County Café – Senate Bill (SB) 552 Implementation 
 
CONTEXT: The Department of Water Resources (DWR), in partnership with California 
State Association of Counties (CSAC), convenes the California County Café series as a 
virtual roundtable-style space for county staff who are responsible for the planning and 
implementation of SB 552 of 2021 (Hertzberg). The series was created in response to 
feedback from counties during the collaborative development of the County Drought 
Resilience Planning Guidebook, where counties emphasized the value of sharing 
information, experiences, and practices with one another. 
 
PURPOSE: This series is meant to strengthen the county network to promote and make 
progress in drought resilience throughout the state, including economically and socially 
disadvantaged communities. As counties move from County Drought Resilience Plan 
development into implementation, the series will serve as a consistent, statewide 
coordination space where counties can receive timely updates, share experiences, 
learn from one another, and connect with state and partner resources.  
 
INTENDED AUDIENCE: County staff and managers who are responsible for SB 552 
implementation, especially those supporting County Drought Resilience Plan 
implementation. Elected officials, regulatory agencies, partner organizations, and other 
interested parties are welcome to participate. 
 
LOGISTICS: Meetings will be held remotely (Zoom) every other month on the last 
Wednesday of the month from 9am to 10am. While meetings will not be recorded, 
information shared during the meetings (presentations, links to resources, etc.) will be 
provided to participants.  
 
CONTENT: Each gathering will include a short set of recurring updates, with additional 
topics featured when there is a strong need or timely opportunity. The recurring updates 
include: 

• Hydro-climate update: Current drought conditions, outlook, and key indicators 
such as precipitation, groundwater, reservoir status, and other relevant planning 
considerations. 

• Funding and assistance: Available or upcoming funding opportunities, technical 
assistance programs, deadlines, and key actions for counties. 

• State and partner updates: Relevant efforts, tools, programs, guidance, or 
events from state agencies, partner organizations, and others. 

• Policy updates from CSAC: Legislative, budget, and policy developments 
affecting counties. 

When there is a strong topic, gathering may also include a feature presentation, such as 
a county spotlight, program deep dive, or discussion of an emerging implementation 
issue.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB552
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/SB-552/DWR_Final_Guidebook_20230313_ADA_508_v5.pdf
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/SB-552/DWR_Final_Guidebook_20230313_ADA_508_v5.pdf

