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1. City of Oakley, March 7, 2014 Letter, and Mr. Matt Cline, March 6,
2014 email (Jose Vineyard Issues)




































Comment 1-1 in March 7, 2014 letter from the City of Oakley, March 3, 2014 letter from
Mr. Matt Cline, plus 113 other comment letters on the subject of preserving the Jose
vineyard on the Emerson parcel.

For this topic only in this Response to Comments, all comments are considered together; specific
comments on the details of vineyard preservation are not numbered separately.

Introduction. A total of 115 letters, emails, and web-generated emails (all from the same URL)
about the historical Jose vineyard were received within the public comment period. Included
above is the letter from the City of Oakley which requested that the vineyard be preserved in
place as opposed to salvage of the vines for transplantation elsewhere. Also included above is an
email from Mr. Matt Cline and its attached documents, plus a sample letter and supporting
information about the Jose vineyard that he prepared and distributed. Mr. Cline’s email requested
preservation of the vineyard because of its historical, scientific, and educational values, including
the following: uniqueness of the site and its vines, the vineyard’s role in California’s viticultural
history, as an example of sustainable farming, as a demonstration farm for future agricultural
practices, and because of a California House Resolution on heritage vines.

All of the other vineyard comments used language either from Mr. Cline’s sample letter or
supporting information; therefore we are responding to all 115 comments in this comprehensive
response. Included here in full are only the City of Oakley letter; Mr. Cline’s email, sample
letter, and supporting information; and a summary list of the comments made in support of
vineyard preservation. Copies of all other comments are included in Appendix A. Not included
in Appendix A are an additional 36 web-generated emails that either had no comments included
or were received after the close of the public comment period.

Summary list of topics in support of vineyard preservation.

Grapes/vines
e Vines are old—some planted over 100 years ago
e Vines are irreplaceable due to age and unique site conditions (microclimate, root
environment, pre-phylloxera planting)
e Vines are Carignane, currently a rare grape variety in California—only 87 acres remain in
Contra Costa County, with the Project site containing 16% of the County’s total

Wine
e Age of vines creates a superior and more valuable wine
e Carignane grapes and wine are now rare

Education
e Living museum for California wine industry
e Inspire future winemakers and viticulturalists
e Interpretive signs, tours for site visitors, school groups
e Focal point for future City park

Agricultural values
e Example of successful dry-farmed (no irrigation) vineyard
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e Model of sustainable farming

e Planted before levees were built so vineyard should persist after restoration Project is
implemented

e Artifact of California and local agricultural history

e Example of local and regional vanishing agricultural landscape

Historical values
e Age of vineyard
e Example of local and California agricultural and viticultural history
e Possibly one of the longest-surviving vineyards in California

Restoration Project image
e Coordination of urban, restoration, and agricultural landscapes
e Enhance historical and educational values of restoration
e Preservation of only 14 acres out of a Project total of 1187 acres

California House Resolution #9;
“...Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, that the Assembly recognizes
the contribution of California’s living historic vineyards to the agricultural and social
heritage of the state as well as to the enjoyment of wine enthusiasts throughout California
and the world...”

Response. The Project design has been changed to remove the vineyard and its perimeter road
from the tidal restoration area, and no excavation of soils would occur within this approximately
14-acre area. Except for about 0.6 acres of young vines that would be removed to provide habitat
for native plants, the existing vines would remain intact, and commercial operation of the
vineyard will continue. Therefore none of the potential impacts and other issues identified in the
comments associated with removal of the vineyard would occur and no response to specific
comments regarding those impacts is required.

Through the standard leasing process, the state proposes to lease the vineyard for wine grape
production, but with conditions on vineyard management and operations to protect existing
sensitive biological and cultural resources. Details of these conditions would be included as part
of the state’s lease. Leasing of the vineyard can only occur after the Project has received its
permits, which is expected to occur between December 2014 and February 2015.

In response to the California Native Plant Society comment letter (Comment 5-1, pages 39-47)
about dune habitat restoration, vines in the southwest corner, an area of about 0.6 acres, would be
removed, and the area planted with native dune-adapted plants. Vines in this area are young,
indicating that they have been replaced in the recent past, and suggesting that this area is less
suitable for grape production than the rest of the vineyard. According to Mr. Cline the older
vines are the most valuable and produce the highest quality wines. Therefore, removal of 0.6
acres of low-producing, young (not heritage or ancient) vines out of 14 acres is not considered a
significant impact, given that approximately 13.4 acres of older vines will be preserved.
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The following text changes have been made to the Final SEIR (deleted text is struck out and new
text is underlined).

In Chapter 3 Project Description, Figures 3-3 through 3-6 have been updated to show the
preserved area. Also, in Section 3.2.5 Proposed Modifications to Approved Project Design, page
3-4, the following change has been made:

3.2.5 Proposed Modifications to Approved Project Description

Figure 3-3 illustrates the current proposed restoration plan on the Emerson, Gilbert, and Burroughs
parcels. Similar to Alternative 2 in the 2010 EIR, fill material would be imported or borrowed onsite
to create a mix of marsh, open water and upland habitats within the Project site. The Emerson
parcel would be comprised primarily of a mix of low, mid, and high marsh habitats, with a subtidal
open water area located in the low-elevation area in the northeastern portion of the parcel. The
subtidal open water area would be connected to adjacent tidal channels by breaching the Emerson
perimeter levee in two locations, and would be isolated from the adjacent tidal marsh by a drainage
divide planted with riparian and native vegetation. A new Marsh Creek channel network would also
be constructed through the Emerson parcel to discharge into Dutch Slough. Most (approximately
13.4 acres) of the vineyard on the west side of the parcel would be preserved to protect historical,
prehistoric, cultural, and agricultural values. Public access would be provided by a loop trail around
the perimeter of the Emerson parcel with bridges spanning all levee breaches.. The trail would be
connected on the west to the Marsh Creek Regional Trail, and on the south to the future Dutch
Slough Community Park (Figure 3-3).

In Section 3.2.5 Proposed Modifications to Approved Project Design, the following bullet was
added to the end of the list on page 3-9:

e In response to comments on the Draft Supplemental EIR, and the presence of the prehistoric
habitation site, the Jose Vinevard, its perimeter road and berm, and a buffer area to the east
would be preserved. No excavation of soils would occur within this area. Approximately 13.4
acres of vines out of 14 acres would be preserved and managed as a vineyvard. Two portions of
this preserved area would be managed for native plants: an area of about 0.6 acre in the
southwest corner of the vineyard, and about 0.6 acres along the northeast perimeter of the

vineyard.
The following additions were made to Table 3-1 on page 3-11:

Table 3-1. Summary of Project Component Revisions Considered in the Supplemental EIR

Component | 2010 EIR Supplemental EIR Component Detail
(Alternative
2)
NEW COMPONENT
Preservation | NA The Jose Vineyard, its = No soil would be excavated from the vineyard
of Jose perimeter road and berm, area.
Vineyard and about 0.6 acre along

= All but 0.6 acres of vines would be preserved. The
remaining vines (about 13.4 acres) will be leased
as a commercial vineyard.

northeast perimeter would
be preserved. Vineyard
would continue to be

leased for commercial =  The prehistoric habitation site would be preserved.
wine production. Two »  There would be restrictions on vineyard operations
areas would be managed to protect sensitive cultural and biological

and enhanced for native

17




Component | 2010 EIR Supplemental EIR Component Detail
(Alternative
2)
plants (see below). resources.
Native Dune- | NA Two areas bordering the = About 0.6 acres of vines would be removed from
adapted Emerson vineyard would the southwest corner. This area has young vines
Plant Test be managed and. indicating that they were recently replaced, so are
Plots enhanced for.natlve not as valuable as the heritage vines in the rest of
plants, espemal[v dune- the vineyard. This area would be managed for
adapted endemics. native dune-adapted plants.
=  Along the eastern boundary of the vineyard, about
0.6 acres would be managed and enhanced for
native plants, including dune-adapted plants.

The following changes were made in Chapter 4.3 Cultural Resources on pages 4.3-8 and 4.3-9.
(Though not shown here, these changes also appear in Chapter 2 Executive Summary in Tables
2-1 and 2-2, pages 2-14 and 2-23, respectively.):

IMPACT 4.3-5 (NEW IMPACT): DISTURBANCE OF THE JOSE VINEYARD

The Project design has been changed to minimize disturbance of the vineyard. The vineyard, its

perimeter road and berm, and a buffer area on the east side would be preserved, except for an

approximately 0.6 acre area in the southwest corner, where vines would be removed in favor of test

plots for growing native dune plant species. There would be no excavation of soils within this entire
preserved area, and the majority of the vines (approximately 13.4 out of 14 acres) and existing native
plants would remain intact. The vineyard would be leased for commercial wine grape production,

but with limitations to protect sensitive cultural and biological resources.

No further mitigation is required.
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2. Delta Protection Commission, March 6, 2014 letter
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor

DELTA PROTECTION COMMISSION
2101 Stone Blvd., Suite 210

West Sacramento, CA 95691

Phone (916) 375-4800 / FAX (916) 376-3962
Home Page: www.delta.ca.gov

RECEIVED
MAR 10 2014

March 6, 2014

Contra Costa County Board of

Supervisers
P State Clearinghouse STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
P.O. Box 3044
B County Board ot Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project

San Joaquin County Board of

Supervisors (SCH# 2006042009)

Solano _Coumy Board of

Supervisors To Whom It May Concern:

Yolo County Board of Staff of the Delta Protection Commission (Commission) have
Supervisors

reviewed the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project

Supplemental/ Subsequent Environmental Impact Report

Gles of Contra Costa and (Supplemental/Subsequent EIR). The Project incomorates wetland and
upland habitat enhancement, open space preservation, and public

Gies of Sacramento and access on a 1,166 acre property which is owned by California

Yolo Counties Department of Water Resources (DWR). As the project falls within

the Secondary Zone of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta it is not

subject to consistency requirements with the Commission’s Land Use

and Resource Management Planfor the Primary Zone (Management Plan) and

therefore these comments are advisory in nature.

Cities of San Joaquin County

Central Delta Redamation
Districts

The Project’s 2008 Draft EIR had acknowledged the Commission’s 2006
North Delta Reclamatbn Districts comments on the Project’s Notice of Preparation, stating that the Project
was consistent with the Management Plan, and that there would be no
adverse impacts to the Delta’s Primary Zone. Based on the changes made
to the Project design and construction methodologies as outlined in the
2 Supplemental/Subsequent EIR, Commission staff do not identify any
additional potential impacts to the Delta’s Primary Zone.
Furthermore, Commission staff support this project’s efforts to
onparanentofFood and undertake habitat restoration projects on publicly owned land,
consistent with Management Plan Natural Resources Policy 7, which
encourages suitable and appropriate wildlife protection, restoration,
and enhancement on publicly-owned land in the Delta.

South Delta Reclamation Districts

CA State Transportation Agency

CA Natural Resources Agency

CA State Lands Commission The proposed project also includes the creation of a loop trail around the
perimeter of Emerson pared for improved shoreline access, education, and
2 recreational activities. In 2006, SB 1556 (Torlakson) mandated the
Commission to develop a plan and implementation program for a regional
recreational trail system, called the Great California Delta Trail, which will
extend throughout the five Delta Counties, and linkto the San Francisco

2G



State Clearinghouse
March 6, 2014
Page Two

Con’t

Bay Trail and Sacramento River Trails. Commission staff are interested in further discussion with
DWR staff on Dutch Slough’s loop trail to explore the possibility of incorporating it as a future
link of the Delta Trail.

Please call Associate Environmental Planner Alex Westhoff at (916) 375-4237 or me at the
number above if you have any questions. Thank you for this opportunity to provide input

Sincerely,

Erik Vink
Executive Director

cc:  Diane Burgis, City of Oakley Councilmember and Commission Member
Mary Piepho, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors and Commission Vice-Chair
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2. Response to March 6, 2014 letter from the Delta Protection Commission (Commission).

Comment 2-1. The Commission’s comment about the Project’s consistency with the
Commission‘s Land Use and Resource Management Plan for the Primary Zone is noted.

Comment 2-2. The Commission’s comment about linking Project trails with the Delta Trail is
noted. Project Manager Patty Finfrock met with Mr. Raymond Costantino of the Commission on
April 30, 2014 to discuss the Project’s trails.
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3. Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District, March 6, 2014 letter
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3. Response to March 6, 2014 letter from the Contra Costa County Flood Control and
Water Conservation District (CCCFCWCD).

The numbering of the Comments and Responses follows the District’s numbering within the
letter.

Comment 3-1. Include CCCFCWCD’s fee title ownership of the Marsh Creek and its levee in
the SEIR.

Response. The following narrative responds to Comments 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, and 3-5.

The Project must coordinate with CCCFCWCD on several issues related to the Marsh Creek
levee. Currently, the Marsh Creek channel and the levees on both sides are owned in fee title by
CCCFCWCD (Figure RC-1). The Project plans to make two significant changes to the levee on
the east side of the creek. First, the levee will be breached near the SW corner of the Project
property to route Marsh Creek through the Emerson parcel. Second, a pipeline carrying
Ironhouse Sanitary District (ISD) effluent to Jersey Island is located in the toe of the eastern
Marsh Creek levee on the Emerson parcel (Figure RC-1). This pipeline would be replaced with a
new pipeline in the crown of the Marsh Creek levee to prevent damage to the existing pipe
during Project construction.

Figure RC-1. Location of
Contra Costa County
Flood Control and Water
Conservation District
Levee (in white), the
Ironhouse Sanitary District
pipeline in landside levee
toe (in red), and the
approximate location of
the levee breach to route
Marsh Creek onto the
parcel (in blue).

District’s levee

©2012/Google

ODTE0OGY M 12174057 47 W ey 2

The current channelized Marsh Creek was constructed by the National Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS), formerly the Soil Conservation Service.
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CCCFCWCD has agreed to sell to DWR the levee on Project property as well as the bed of
Marsh Creek. This transfer can only take place after the following processes: review from
CCCFCWCD'’s County Council, Real Property Division, and Environmental Services Division;
and approval from both the NRCS and the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors. These
approvals are being sought by CCCFCWCD. As part of the process of receiving approval from
NRCS, DWR will provide an electronic copy of all related technical reports to CCCFCWCD, to
be forwarded to NRCS. The transfer is expected to take place as soon as possible. After the
property transfer, DWR (or Reclamation District 2137) will become responsible for maintaining
the current level of flood protection within the Project reach, as well as assuring that the Project
and its management has no deleterious effects on the flood conveyance of the creek upstream of
the Project. Once the new southern flood control levee is constructed on the Emerson parcel the
existing Marsh Creek levee will be breached and would no longer be part of CCCFCWCD’s
flood control system on Marsh Creek.

CCCFCWCD can only transfer the levee to DWR after NRCS approval, which is being sought
by CCCFCWCD. In addition, a portion of the Marsh Creek levee that is owned by CCCFCWCD
is licensed to the East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) as part of the Marsh Creek Trail.
Concurrent with the property transfer to DWR, DWR will enter a license agreement with
EBRPD to continue trail operations.

A list of tasks that must be completed prior to the levee property transfer is in Table RC-1.

Table RC-1. Task list and responsible party for preparing for property transfer

Task Responsible party
Obtain title report (this has been completed) DWR
Appraisal of property value (this began in August 2014) DWR

Obtain National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) and Contra CCCFCWCD
Costa Board of Supervisors approvals for transfer

Complete CEQA process for transfer CCCFCWCD
Prepare details of Project operations and maintenance DWR
Complete an Agreement on all terms and conditions for the property DWR and
transfer, details of Project monitoring and maintenance related to CCCFCWCD

Marsh Creek flood conveyance, and assurances that the Project will not
impact flood flow conveyance in Marsh Creek upstream of the Project

License agreement with EBRPD for Marsh Creek trail segment DWR

If any Project work will be done on CCCFCWCD property, or that may affect CCCFCWCD
property, prior to completing the property transfer, an encroachment permit will be obtained
from CCCFCWCD.

It is DWR’s intent is to perform the property transfer as soon as possible to facilitate construction
on the Emerson parcel. It is preferable to relocate the new ISD pipeline to the levee crown prior
to mass grading on the Emerson parcel. This will allow the existing pipeline to be taken out of
operation prior to placing marsh fill to avoid the risk of pipe failure. CCCFCWCD does not
allow such encroachments into their levee, so the levee must be purchased by DWR before the
pipeline can be placed in the levee.
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In addition to the Response above, the following text changes have been made to the Final SEIR
(added text is underlined):

In Chapter 3 Project Description, Section 3.2.5 Proposed Modifications to the Approved Project
Description, the 2" full paragraph on page 3-7 has been revised to read:

The Project would also include a number of levee and infrastructure improvement components,
including construction of new flood protection levees along the eastern and southern restoration
area boundaries; relocation and replacement of outboard levee armoring adjacent to the Emerson
and Gilbert parcels to improve public safety, long-term stability, and flood protection; construction
of upland transition zones between flood protection levee segments and tidal marsh areas; and
purchase of the Marsh Creek levee from the Contra Costa Flood Control and Water Conservation
District followed by relocation of ISD’s effluent pipeline from the toe of the Marsh Creek levee to
beneath the crown of the levee. Non-flood protection levee segments would generally be planted
with riparian and native vegetation, with plantings dependent on the function and purpose of the
levee (Figure 3-3).

On page 3-21, this new paragraph has been added at the end of the Emerson Perimeter Levee and
Drainage Divide Levee section:

Currently, the levee along Marsh Creek, extending north to Big Break and east to Dutch Slough, is
owned in fee title by CCCFCWCD. Anv modifications to Marsh Creek or its levee will need to be
approved by CCCFCWCD as well as the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),

formerly the Soil Conservation Corps, which originally constructed the Marsh Creek flood control

improvements. Prior to breaching the levee (or constructing the new pipeline for ISD effluent),
DWR would purchase from CCCFCWCD this segment of the Marsh Creek levee. DWR would

enter into a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with CCFCWCD and NRCS for the property
purchase that would include transferring the License Agreement with Fast Bay Regional Parks
District for the Marsh Creek trail to DWR, DWR’s agreement to perform specific monitoring and
periodic maintenance of the Marsh Creek channel as needed to maintain current levels of flood
protection, and assurances that DWR would conduct future operations and maintenance of the

Project. If any Project activities that may affect the levee occur prior to the property transfer, an
encroachment permit will be obtained from CCFCWCD.

The following two paragraphs on page 3-24 have been revised to read:

LEVEE BREACHES

Once the marsh plains and channels have been graded, tules established, and new flood protection
levees constructed, the existing levees would be breached at the mouth of each tidal channel
network to restore tidal flows to the interior of each parcel (Figure 3-3). Breaches would be sized to
provide full tidal exchange between the sloughs and the restored marsh and open water areas. For
the large marsh areas on the Gilbert and Burroughs parcels, breaches would be approximately 60 to
80 feet wide at MHHW and 8 feet below MHHW. Breaches on the small marsh areas on the Gilbert
parcel would be 20 feet wide at MHHW and 5 feet below MHHW. The large restored tidal marsh on
the Emerson parcel would have two levee breaches at both the upstream and downstream end of
the realigned Marsh Creek. The upstream breach would be along the existing Marsh Creek, and the
downstream breach would be connected to Dutch Slough. The levee between these breaches would
be purchased from CCCFCWCD prior to breaching. The subtidal open water area on the Emerson
parcel would include two additional breaches to Emerson Slough. Each of these four breaches
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would be appreximately100 up to 200 feet wide at MHHW and 12 to 15 feet deep below MHHW.
After breaching, the flood protection function of the existing perimeter levees would be replaced by
the new east and south boundary levees, as described above.

INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION, RELOCATION, AND REPLACEMENT DESIGN
COMPONENTS

Utility infrastructure located on site would be protected or relocated to allow for completion of
restoration and levee improvement components. After the levee is purchased from CCCFCWCD,
an existing ISD effluent pipeline would be relocated to beneath the crown of the Marsh Creek levee
to provide access for service and maintenance. Various PG&E power poles (and associated
overhead) lines would be removed, relocated, or preserved, depending on their function. Active gas
wells and pipe lines in areas that would be restored on the Gilbert and Burroughs parcels would be
capped and decommissioned prior to construction. Buried pipelines would be abandoned in-place
by capping the ends. Buildings, sheds, barns, fences, posts, concrete pads and any other such
materials within the construction footprint would be demolished and hauled to a nearby landfill or
used onsite, as appropriate.

Comment 3-2. Specifically mention that any work proposed on CCCFCWCD property will
require a flood control encroachment permit.
Response. See Response to Comment 3-1, above, including the text change listed for page 3-21.

In addition to the Response above, text within Chapter 1 Introduction, Section 1.6 Uses of This
Supplemental EIR, near the middle of page 1-6, has been changed as follows (added text is
underlined).

In addition, local permits would be required from Contra Costa Water District CCWD and the
Reclamation Districts for levee encroachment/construction. An encroachment permit from
CCFCWCD will be required for work in the Marsh Creek channel or work that affects the Marsh
Creek levee (unless property transfer to DWR has occurred).

Comment 3-3. Real property transactions between CCCFCWCD and DWR.
Response. See Response to Comment 3-1.

Comment 3-4. Need for NRCS approval.
Response. See Response to Comment 3-1.

Comment 3-5. License between CCCFCWCD and EBRPD, and transfer to DWR.
Response. See Response to Comment 3-1.

Comment 3-6. Need for an Agreement between CCCFCWCD and DWR on maintenance.
Response. The following narrative responds to Comments 3-6, 3-7, 3-8, 3-9, 3-10, 3-11, 3-13,
and 3-16.

The Project would prepare a monitoring plan, with the primary objective of assessing Project
effects on upstream flood conveyance, including sedimentation. Any reduction in conveyance
that can be attributed to the Project would result in maintenance actions, such as sediment
removal, to restore upstream conveyance to pre-Project levels. Details of the monitoring plan,
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management methods, and maintenance triggers and maintenance actions will be described in an
Agreement between DWR and CCCFCWCD. RD 2137 and NRCS may also be a party to the
Agreement.

Contents of the Agreement would include, but not be limited to, the following:

e Monitoring Plan. Monitoring methods and frequency to assess upstream flood
conveyance, including sedimentation. Plan will include both regular monitoring and
additional monitoring following storm-related high (10-year or greater) flow events.
Monitoring results will be submitted to CCCFCWCD.

e Maintenance triggers. Results of monitoring will determine if, and what, maintenance is
needed to restore upstream flood conveyance.

e Maintenance. DWR will conduct maintenance to retain pre-project flood flow capacity if
monitoring determines that the Project has decreased the capacity.

e Flowage easement. DWR will accept all downstream flow including any solids, sediment,
chemicals, and other constituents contained within that flow.

e Project maintenance. O&M of the Project, including levees, which may affect upstream
portions of Marsh Creek will be conducted by DWR (or RD) in perpetuity, and
CCCFCWCD will not be responsible for any O&M within Project or for any upstream
effects caused by Project.

Comment 3-7. Routine monitoring, maintenance, and flood emergencies.
Response. See Responses to Comments 3-6 and 3.9

Comment 3-8. Monitoring.

Response. See Responses to Comment 3-6 and 3.9.

In addition, the following text change has been made to Mitigation 4.1-1 Erosion Monitoring and
Adaptive Management of Emerson Slough, pages 4.1-12 and -13 in Chapter 4.1 Hydrology and
Water Quality:

The existing perimeter levees along Emerson Slough shall be monitored for erosion by the Project
for at least 5 years post-construction. This will allow for adaptive management of the Project site. If
erosion is so great that it undermines levees, or causes water quality impairments, improvements
such as channel armoring shall be implemented to manage and reduce erosion. Upon completion of

the 5-year monitoring period, results shall be evaluated to determine if excessive erosion is occurring
and to recommend whether further monitoring is needed.

Comment 3-9. Monitoring after large events to measure sedimentation

Response. See Response to Comment 3-6.

In addition, , the following text change has been made to Mitigation Measure 4.1-2, Marsh Creek
Channel Monitoring, page 4.1-13 in Chapter 4.1 Hydrology and Water Quality:

Monitoring of the new Marsh Creek channel shall be performed for fifteen years atteast-yeatlyfor
five-years-mintmum to ensure that sedimentation is not negatively affecting flood flow conveyance.

Monitoring shall be performed annually for the first five years, and, depending upon those results,

every two vears for the next 10 years. In addition, supplemental monitoring would also occur after
any emergency flood event (a 10-year or grater flow event) that occurs in the first fifteen vears. The
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monitoring shall include regulatly spaced (maximum interval of 500 feet) cross-section surveys and a
thalweg survey. Additionally, monitoring the original six channel cross-sections established by NHI
in 1999 (NHI 2002) shall be conducted to allow for detection of sedimentation farther upstream
from the new channel. If monitoring indicates that sedimentation in the Marsh Creek channel is
adversely affecting flood flow conveyance, DWR shall coordinate with the Contra Costa County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District (CCCFCWCD) to develop a plan to dredge the
creek (and beneficially re-use dredged sediments within the Project site) in order to restore flood

flow conveyance to pre-sedimentation levels. The triggers for dredging shall be agreed upon with
CCCFCWCD in the Agreement between DWR and the District.

Comment 3-10. Maintenance and removal of accumulated sediment.
Response. See Responses to Comments 3-6 and 3.9.

Comment 3-11. Funding for maintenance.
Response. See Response to Comment 3-6.

Comment 3-12. Inclusion of reports in appendices.

Response. The following report has been included as Appendix B.

ESA PWA, 2013. Marsh Creek Hydraulic Modeling and Sediment Assessment. Memorandum
to Mr. Paul Detjens, Contra Costa Flood Control and Water Conservation District dated
September 24, 2012; revised August 27, 2013.

Any future updates or revisions to the above report will be submitted to CCCFCWCD for
review.

Comment 3-13. Hydraulic analysis of Marsh Creek breach and effect on flood capacity of the
creek.

Response. The following text has been added to Section 4.1.1 Affected Environment, Hydrology,
after “Connection to Lands West of Marsh Creek” on page 4.1-8 of the Final Supplemental EIR.

CONNECTION TO MARSH CREEK

The Project site is bounded on the west side by Marsh Creek, which drains a 128-square mile
watershed in eastern Contra Costa County, including the cities of Oakley and Brentwood (NHI,
2007). The mouth of Marsh Creek is at Big Break, at the northwest edge of the Dutch Slough site.
Marsh Creek was improved for flood control in the 1950’s by the Soil Conservation Corps (now
National Resources Conservation Service) and the Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water

Conservation District (CCCFCWCD) is responsible for maintained the design level of flood
protection.

ESA PWA conducted hydraulic modeling and a sediment transport assessment of Marsh Creek to

evaluate the potential effects of the new Marsh Creek distributary channel through the Emerson
parcel on water levels in Marsh Creek (ESA PWA, 2013). ESA PWA used the CCCFCWCD'’s

existing hydraulic model of Marsh Creek to estimate change in flood levels under Project conditions.

Hydraulic modeling results indicate that the proposed Project would not increase flood levels in the

Marsh Creek flood control channel under any of the flood scenarios evaluated (ESA PWA, 2013).

The decrease in flood levels is attributed to the additional flow capacity provided by the proposed
distributary channel and overbank floodplain in the Emerson parcel. Water levels in Marsh Creek
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are predicted to decrease relative to existing conditions for the scenarios modeled, including
complete blockage of the existing Marsh Creek channel (e.g. due to sedimentation, vegetation

and/or an obstruction).

ESA PWA also evaluated the sediment supply and transport conditions in the vicinity of the Project
site. Results of this evaluation indicated that the lower reach of Marsh Creek adjacent to the Project

site is supply limited for both fluvial and tidal sediments. Significant sedimentation is not expected in
cither the Marsh Creek channel or the proposed distributary channel due to low supply. However,
Marsh Creek and the new distributary channel would have excess conveyance capacity available to

offset convevance losses from sedimentation that may occut.

Figure RC-2 illustrates how the Project is predicted to reduce the estimated 100-year flood level in
Marsh Creek, as compared to existing conditions. Existing conditions are based on most recent
channel bathymetry sutveyed by NHI in 2006, and Project conditions reflect the new distributa
channel through the Emerson parcel, as well as the existing Matrsh Creek channel. As shown, under
Project conditions, the estimated water surface elevation decreases by approximately 4 feet from the

roposed new distributary channel downstream to the mouth at Big Break. Reduced water surface
elevation extends upstream to near the Bernard Road Bridge, where it converges with the existin
water surface.
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FLOODING

The existing perimeter levees along the Emerson, Gilbert and Burroughs parcels protect properties
to the south from tidal flooding. At the west boundary of the site, the perimeter levee on the
Emerson parcel ties into the Marsh Creek levee, which protects properties to the east of Marsh
Creek from river flooding. At the east site boundary, the perimeter levee on the Burroughs parcel

ties into the existing Hotchkiss Tract perimeter levee, which is maintained by Reclamation District
799.

The Project entails construction of a new flood protection levee to replace the flood protection
function of perimeter levees breached as part of the Project’s marsh restoration. The new flood
protection levees would be constructed on the south and east Project boundaries to DWR Urban
Levee standards and would maintain or improve the existing level of flood protection for properties
to the south and east. As these areas are already zoned for development, any improvement of the
levees would not further induce growth. The southern flood protection levee would tie into the
existing Marsh Creek levee on the west end, and the existing perimeter levee on the Burroughs
parcel on the east end, which continues onto the Hotchkiss Tract (Figure 3-3).

While they no longer have a flood control function, the perimeter levees along Dutch Slough would

continue to be maintained in approximately their current configuration (e.g. height and width) to

serve as wave breaks to reduce the potential for increased wind-waves along the Jersey Island levee
to the north.

Comment 3-14. Southern levee needs to meet DWR’s urban levee standards.

Response. The levee would be built to DWR’s Urban Levee Design Criteria, as mentioned in
Chapter 3 Project Description, Table 3.1 on page 3-11, and on page 3-23 under Southern Flood
Protection Levee Segment.

Comment 3-15. Levee breach armoring.

Response. Generally the levee breaches would be sized based on tidal geometry estimates, and
significant erosion is not anticipated. However, for each of the four bridges installed at the levee
breaches on the Emerson parcel, rock armoring would be installed at bridge abutments to protect
against local scour. Three of the four bridges on the Emerson parcel would be installed in the
perimeter levee along Dutch and Emerson sloughs. In-water placement of armoring along the
Emerson perimeter levee is included in the SEIR, per Section 3.2.5 Proposed Modifications to
Approved Project Description, page 3-8. The fourth bridge, on the new Marsh Creek channel
(where it enters the Emerson parcel), would be constructed in the parcel interior, prior to levee
breaching, so no in-water impacts would occur from installation of armoring. The levee
breaches on Gilbert and Burroughs are not planned to be armored.

Comment 3-16. Assurances that Marsh Creek will continue to provide an appropriate level of

flood control in the long term.
Response. See Responses to Comments 3-6 and 3-9.
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4. Delta Stewardship Council, March 7, 2014 letter
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980 NINTH STREET, SUITE 1500
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814
WWW.DELTACOUNCILCA.GOV
(916) 445-5511

DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

A California State Agency

March 7,2014 Chair
Randy Fiorini

Members

Phil Isenberg

Frank C. Damrell, Jr.

Gloria Gray

.. . Patrick Johnston
Patricia Finfrock Hank Nordhoff

Department of Water Resources Frank L. Ruhstaller
1416 9th Street, Room 1623 Executive Officer

Sacramento, CA 95814 Christopher MI Knopp
Via Email: patricia.finfrock@water.ca.qov

RE: Dutch Slough Supplemental EIR, SCH# 2006042009

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the
Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project. Habitat restoration in the Delta contributes to the Delta
Stewardship Councils(DSC's) mission of promoting the co-equal goals of "providing a more reliable water
supply for California and protecting, restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem" (Water Cade Sec 85054)

As we discussed, the DSC staff is particularly pleasedto seethe Dutch Slough project move forward, asit is listed
as an "early action" in the Delta Reform Act (Water Code Sec 85085(d)). The 1,178-acre restoration project is
located within the Western Delta, one of six priority habitat restoration areas designated in the Delta Plan. The
SEIR states that, once compkted, the project will ultimately restore several habitat types, including 560 acres of
tidal marsh, 97 acres of subtidal habitat, 76 acres of non-tidal marsh, and 26 acres of riparian forest.

As you know, the DSC sets state policy for the Delta through the Delta Plan and coordinates Sate and local
agencies to achieve policy objectives. In addition,the Council was granted specific regulatory and appellate
authority over certain actions that take place in whole or in part in the Delta. To do this, the Delta Plan contains
a set of regulatory policies with which state and local agencies are required to comply. The Delta Reform Act
established a certification process for covered actions to demonstrate compliance with the Delta Plan's
regulatory policies. (Please refer to our website: http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/covered-actions.)

The DSC staff has reviewed the SEIR along with previously released documents. We do not have any specific
comments on the SEIR, but would like to take this opportunity to provide information about howto ensure
consistency of the project with the Delta Plan According to the Delta Reform Act, it isthe state or local agency
approving, funding, or carrying out the project that must determine ifthat project is a covered action,and if it is,

to certify consistency with the Delta Plan. This certification is subjectto appeal to the DSC. We are providing
comments now because the consistency certification would be filed with the DSC around the same time that the

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process is finalized, and the information developed through the
CEQA process will likely be directly relevant to showing consistency with the Delta Plan.

'Coequal goals" means the two goals ofproviding a more reliable water supplyfor California andprotecting, restoring,
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural,
recreational, nav resource, and agricultural values oftheDita czsan evolving place.

~-C'A Water Code §85054
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Department of Water Resources
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If the Department of Water Resources (DWR) determines that the Dutch Slough project is a covered action, it will
need to be consistent with all applicable policies. For example, Delta Plan Policy G PI(23 CCR Section 5002)
requires that ecosystem restoration projects use best available science and implement an adaptive management
plan, consistent with the framework provided in the Delta Plan (Appendix 1B). Furthermore, this policy states
that certifications of consistency with the Delta Plan need to provide "documentation of access to adequate
resources and delineated authority bythe entity responsible for the implementation of the proposed adaptive
management process." As noted in the Delta Plan, science and adaptive managementare tools that provide
managers and decision makers an approach for using public funds more effectively, and increase the likelihood
of success for a given project

As we discussedthe DSCstaff is particularly Interested in ensuring that the DutchSlough project not only
restores habitat, but also contributes to collective scientific knowledge regarding effective tidal marsh
restoration in the Deltathrough monitoring and studies that are part of an adaptive management program. We
have reviewed the 2008 Dutch Slough Adaptive Management Plan and we understand that DWR will be revising
the planto reflect changes in the project design since 2008. The DSC staff,including both the Planning Division
and the Science Program staff, would be happyto provide early consultation on the revised adaptive
management plan when it is ready. The DSCstaff would also like to do what we can to help DWR obtain
adequate resources to implement the revised adaptive management plan The Department of Fish and Wildlife
and the State Coastal Conservancy,the two agencies supporting the DutchSlough project, have confirmed their
interest in funding the appropriate monitoring and studies.

Thefollowing policies would also be relevant to the Dutch Slough project:

* Delta Plan Policy ER P2 (23 CCR Section 5006): Calls for restoring habitats at appropriate elevations and
in a manner consistent with Appendix 3,which is Section 1, Part Il of the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife’s Draft Conservation Strategy for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Ecological Management
Zone and the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valley Region (DFG 2011).

* Delta Plan Policy ER PS (23 CCR Section 5009): States that the potential for new introductions of,or
improved habitat conditions for, nonnative invasive species, striped bass, or bass must be fully
considered and avoided or mitigated in a way that appropriately protects the ecosystem

* Delta Plan Policy DP P2 (23 CCR Section 5011): States that ecosystem restoration projects must be sited
to avoid or reduce conflicts with existing uses or those uses described or depicted in city and county
general plansfor their jurisdictions or spheres of influence when feasible, considering comments from
local agencies and the Delta Protection Commission.

The Delta Plan also contains several non-binding recommendations that may be relevant to this project, many of
which are already addressed in the SEIR:

- Wildlife-friendly farming. Delta Plan Recommendation DP R10calls on the Department of Fish and
Wildlife,the Delta Conservancy,and other ecosystem restoration agenciesto encourage habitat
enhancement and wildlife-friendly farming systems on agricultural lands to benefit both the
environment and agriculture
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- Recreation on public lands. Delta Plan Recommendation DP Rllcalls for water management and
ecosystem restoration agencies to provide recreation opportunities, including visitor-serving business
opportunities, at new facilities and habitat areas whenever feasible Recommendation DPR14 callson
the Department of Fish and Wildlife,in cooperation with other public agencies, to collaborate with
nonprofits, private landowners, and business partners to expand wildlife viewing, angling and hunting
opportunities.Recommendation DP R16 states that public agencies owning land should increase
opportunities,where feasible, for bank fishing, hunting levee-top trails, and environmental education.

- Water quality. Delta Plan Recommendation WQ Ristatesthat water quality in the Delta should be
maintained at a level that supports, enhances,and protects beneficial uses identified in the applicable
State Water Resources Control Board or regional water quality control board water quality control plans.

Delta Plan Recommendation WQRZ2 states that covered actions should identify any significant impacts
to water quality.

We look forward to working with you to ensure that the Dutch Slough project moves forward as quickly as
possible while providing an opportunity to learn more about tidal marsh restoration in the Delta and addressing
multiples goals for the Delta. | encourage you to contact Jessica Davenport at jdavenport@deltacouncil.ca.gov or
(916) 445-2168 with your questions, comments,or concerns.

Sincerely,

ss
Deputy Executive Officer

Cc Paul Helliker, DWR
Sean Bagheban,DWR
CarlWilcox, DFW
Dave Zezulak, DFW
Amy Hutzel, State Coastal Conservancy
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4. Response to March 7, 2014 letter from the Delta Stewardship Council (Council).

Comment 4-1. The Council’s comment about consistency with the Delta Plan is noted.
Response. DWR is preparing a Certification of Consistency, addressing all components in the
Certification.

Comment 4-2. The Council’s comment about Delta Plan policies is noted.
Response. See Response to Comment 4-1.

Comment 4-3. The Council’s comment about non-binding recommendations in the Delta Plan is
noted.

Response. The three listed topics have been addressed in the Final, and Supplemental EIRs for
the Project.
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5. California Native Plant Society, March 7, 2014 letter
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5-1

CALIFORNIA
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

East Bay Chapter, www.ebcnps.org
PO Box 5597. Elmwood Station, Berkeley, CA 94705
March 7, 2014

Submitted via email to:

Patty Finfrock
Patricia.Finfrock@water.ca.gov

Re: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Draft Supplemental EIR

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

The California Native Plant Society’s East Bay Chapter is writing to comment on the supplemental EIR
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project.

The California Native Plant Society is a statewide non-profit organization that works to protect
California’s native plant heritage and preserve it for future generations. The Society’s mission is to
increase the understanding and appreciation of California's native plants and to preserve them in their
natural habitat. We promote native plant appreciation, research, education, and conservation through
our 5 statewide programs and 34 regional chapters in California. The East Bay Chapter (EBCNPS)
covers Alameda and Contra Costa Counties and represents some 1000 members.

In 2010, the EBCNPS published a Guidebook to the Botanical Priority Protection Areas of the East
Bay. These fifteen protection areas (BPPAs) were selected as those areas within Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties that contain high value botanical resources that shouldbe protected. The guidebook

was created with the expert advice of many professional botanists to aid city and county planners in
locating important native plant species and communities. The project considered by this Supplemental
DEIR falls within the boundaries of our Delta BPPA. This BPPA was deemed worthy of priority
protection by EBCNPS due to its alkaline soils and areas of stabilized interior dunes which provide
habitat for a variety of rare plant species and communities. EBCNPS is encouraged that this restoration
effort is taking place, however, we are concerned that originally proposed restoration ofthe rare upland
habitats has been abandoned in this current plan in favor of additional marsh. Both the Emerson Parcel
and the Burroughs Parcel are known to contain extant sandy soils that wouldbe excellent candidates
for restoration of stabilized interior dune habitat. The sandy soil areas ofthe Emerson parcel in
particular are known to contain remnant dune flora, and would be well suited to restoration and
enhancement. Similar remnant dune habitats likely exist in other areas ofthe proposed project site as
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5-2

5-3

Con't

ell. All parcels in this project contain areas of alkaline soils that should also be preserved and restored
Was upland habitat areas.

Existing dune vegetation in the Oakley area most closely conforms to the Stabilized Interior Dunes
element first described by Holland in his Preliminary Descriptions ofthe Natural
Communities of California (1986) and, based on Holland's description, continues to be recognized as a
vegetation community that is rare enough to merit inclusion in the California Native Plant Society's
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California. The significance of impacts to sandy
soils and associated remnant dune vegetation within the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
must be analyzed giving consideration to this rare vegetation community not only on a project level but
also on a regional basis, irrespective ofthe presence or absence ofsilvery legless lizard or other rare
wildlife species that historically have been associated with dune habitat in the region. In the original
Certified EIR (2010), loss of'this habitat type was evidently intended to have been at least partly
mitigated by the proposed dune restorations that have since been withdrawn as indicated by their
absence in the current Supplemental DIER.

The Certified EIR (2010) adopted restoration components including reconstructed interior dune scrub,
as well as upland and lowland grassland and oak savanna. However these upland habitats have been
abandoned in the current proposal (Supplemental DEIR 2014) in favor of additional marsh. No
explanation is given for the omission of "reconstructed interior dune scrub" (see Figure 3-2, page 3-5)
from the Supplemental DEIR as a restoration component. It is entirely unsatisfactory that the dune
habitat restoration (which was an approved element ofthe Certified EIR) has been removed from the
Draft Supplemental EIR. We are compelled to point out that the dune scrub habitat is recognized as a
unique and threatened floristic assemblage characteristic of the region, much of which has been
destroyed and lost in the past decade within and adjacent to the City of Oakley, The California Natural
Diversity Database lists stabilized interior dunes as rarity rank G1 S1.1, classifying the community as
critically imperiled throughout its global range and very threatened at a state level. This project's
proposal to “restore” an area known to contain extant sandy soils and remnant dune flora without
attempting to restore and enhance those areas to valuable interior dune ecosystems is seemingly
contradictory.

So far as we know, the only examples of dune (or sand mound) scrub that are currently protected in
Oakley are the city's Silvery Legless Lizard Preserve on Walnut Meadows Drive and very limited areas
ofthe EBRPD's Big Break Regional Shoreline, most ofwhich are highly degraded. Outside of Oakley,
the Antioch Dunes NWR and Brown's Island also represent protected dune habitat. The former is a
specialized subset under intense management by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for Federally listed
Endangered plant and butterfly species. The latter is somewhat unique in that it represents a relatively
successful creation ofrare dune flora/habitat by horticultural propagation and translocation. Due to the
extreme rarity ofthis habitat type, it is surprising that this document fails to plan for, or even consider
the restoration ofstabilized interior dunes as part of overarching project goal #1: “Benefit native
species by re-establishing natural ecological processes and habitats.” This issue should be corrected.

Besides the issue of not restoring a rare habitat type, it should be noted that due to the extreme rarity of
stabilized interior dunes characterized by sandy soils, any loss to this critical habitat type due to this
project's proposed actions must be accompanied by mitigation. In the Biological Resources Chapter 4.2
on page 4.2-4 of'the Supplemental EIR, it is stated that the 'loss or substantial reduction in area or
distribution of a unique or rare plant or animal community" should be used as a criterion for
determining significant impacts to biological resources. This supplemental DEIR does not mention any

2
EBCNPS Comment Letterre: Dutch Slough Restoration 3/7/2014
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mitigations for loss of'sandy soils or alkaline soils as a result ofthis project. Protection, restoration,
enhancement, or creation ofthis habitat is highly desirable from a biodiversity perspective within the
Project site as well as in the greater region. The potential loss ofthis habitat due to the proposed project
without appropriate mitigation is unacceptable, and it should be addressed in the discussion of impacts
and mitigation measures.

EBCNPS appreciates the consideration ofthese comments and will look forward to following this
project in the future. Please do not hesitate to contact us with questions at

conservation@ebcnps.org or by phone at (510) 734-0335.

Sincerely,

Mack Casterman
Conservation Analyst
California Native Plant Society, East Bay Chapter

EBCNPS Comment Letter re: Dutch Slough Restoration 3/7/2014
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5. Response to March 7, 2014 letter from the California Native Plant Society (CNPS).

Comment 5-1. Dune restoration is no longer part of the Project, but should be done. Grassland
and oak savannah habitats also appear to have been dropped from the current Project design.

Response.

Dune restoration. The comment is correct in pointing out that dune habitat restoration was not
included in the project description in the Draft Supplemental EIR. In the Final EIR, dune scrub
restoration was proposed for two small areas of the Emerson parcel, though the size of these
areas was not defined. The reasons that dune restoration was dropped from the project
description in the Draft Supplemental EIR are summarized below.

After DWR certified the Final EIR in 2010, restoration of sustainable dune habitat was
considered to be infeasible for the following reasons:

e Each area of appropriate soils (remnant dunes) is small and isolated.

e Most remnant dunes within the Project site have been heavily impacted by cattle and
agricultural practices such as disking and leveling. Most significantly, decades of cattle
manure inputs have added nutrients to the soil, creating conditions more favorable to
invasive weeds than to dune-adapted plants which evolved to be most competitive in low-
nutrient environments.

e The only dune-adapted plants on the Project site are two locally-common plants that have
no regulatory status. These plants occur in only one area of the Project site.

e Keeping restored dune habitat free of weeds would be a perpetual management problem.

e Management of restored dunes requires specific expertise and management in perpetuity.

As a result of these factors, DWR concluded that restored dune habitats would not be sustainable
without expert knowledge and perpetual input of funds and maintenance. These requirements
could not be effectively met by DWR, and US Fish and Wildlife Service personnel from Antioch
Dunes National Wildlife Refuge were unable to manage restored dunes, so this component was
eliminated from the Project design in 2011.

Since receiving the CNPS comment letter on the Draft SEIR, DWR has re-examined the
possibilities for dune restoration by taking the following actions:

e A new plant survey of remnant dunes and potentially alkaline soils was conducted on
March 21, 2014 by DWR botanists. Results of this survey are in Appendix C.

e DWR staff met at the Project site on April 3 with US Fish and Wildlife Antioch Dunes
personnel, Susan Euing and Louis Terrazas, to discuss dune restoration.

e Gail Newton, DWR FESSRO* Office Chief, who has extensive coastal dune restoration
experience, visited the site on April 11 to assess restoration possibilities.

After the consultations with dune restoration experts, all the difficulties of dune restoration that
were cited above remain, especially the concerns about long-term sustainability and weed
control, and large-scale dune restoration is still considered to be infeasible. Successful
introduction of native dune endemic plants may be feasible, though re-establishing the

! FESSRO-FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office
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ecological, biotic, and geophysical conditions needed for a fully-functioning dune ecosystem is
not possible at the small scale of the available sandy soils at the Project site.

An additional, recent, complicating factor, as described above in the Response to Letter 1, is that
the vineyard, which was planted over a century ago on the site’s largest remnant dune, now
would be preserved as an operating vineyard. The majority of the vineyard area, therefore, is not
available for dune restoration. The vineyard area is probably the best site for dune restoration
because cattle use has been low, so the nutrient content of the soil is much less than on the other,
grazed, remnant dunes. Also, the two sand-adapted native plants on the Project site, bush lupine
(Lupinus sp.) and birdcage evening primrose (Oenothera deltoides cognata), are only found in
and around the vineyard. These two species are locally common on sandy soils, but are not
considered to be rare, threatened, or endangered, and therefore have no regulatory status.

Although the vineyard would not be restored as dune habitat, the native plants that currently exist
around the vineyard perimeter would be preserved. There are many primrose plants along the
south and east sides, and several large bush lupine plants on the south, east, and north sides, as
well as California poppies and black walnut trees on the east side.

Another new component of the Project will be plots to test the feasibility of incorporating dune
plant restoration into future Project phases. Two portions of the vineyard area would be
established as plots for growing native dune-adapted plants and testing the feasibility of
introducing them on a larger scale (Figure CR-3). One area is the southwest corner of the
vineyard, where about 0.6 acres of vines would be removed; the other is along the east side
where an approximately 50 foot wide buffer would be preserved outside the vineyard, an area of
about 0.6 acres. These areas were chosen for the following reasons:

e Southwest corner of vineyard:

0 Most of the vineyard is quite weedy, but the southwest corner has almost none, so
native dune plants may have a competitive advantage in this area, and weed
control is likely to be less intensive.

o Seedlings of lupine and primrose are present here, indicating that with proper
management, these two dune-adapted plants, at least, can grow within this area.

o0 Vines in the southwest corner are young, indicating that they have been replaced
in the recent past, and suggesting that this area is less suitable for grape
production than the rest of the vineyard. Removal of these young vines is not
considered to be a significant impact to the cultural values of the vineyard.

e East side:

o This is where most of the native plants (black walnut, California poppy, lupine,
and primrose) around the vineyard occur. As part of the test plot management,
weeds in this area would be controlled to provide opportunities for expansion of
native species and introduction of other dune-adapted species.

0 The area is small enough to make weed control feasible. The efficacy of weed
control measures in this area would help DWR assess the feasibility of dune
restoration in future Project phases.

DWR would welcome the participation of CNPS staff or volunteers in establishing or
maintaining dune vegetation in the test plots.
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Figure RC-3. Vineyard on Emerson parcel showing
locations of test plots for dune-adapted plants.

Grassland and oak savannah restoration. The current restoration design does include restoration
of grassland, as stated in the Draft SEIR Chapter 3 Project Description under ‘Habitat
Restoration and Enhancement Design Components’ on page 3-9, and ‘Native Grasses’ on page
3-25. Many levee slopes and some of the upland transition areas between levees and tidal marsh
will be planted to native grasses, totaling approximately 4 acres. Some oak trees will be planted,
though planted areas are unlikely to be large enough to qualify as ‘woodland’. Final revegetation
plans have not been finalized, so specific areas of these vegetation types have not yet been
determined.
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Text within Chapter 3 Project Description in the Final SEIR has been changed as follows (added
text is underlined).

In Table 3.1, page 3-11, the following has been added:

Component 2010 EIR Supplemental EIR Component Detail
(Alternative 2)

Native Dune- NA In Final SEIR, two =  About 0.6 acres of vines will be removed from the

adapted Plant areas on the southwest corner. This area has young vines

Test Plots Emerson parcel, indicating that they were recently replaced, so are
bordering the not as valuable as the heritage vines in the rest of
vineyard, will be the vineyard. This area will be managed for native
managed and dune-adapted plants.
e:;r;]etlgcgg fgéigﬁtlve = Along the egstern boundary of the vineyard, abogt
p—l_p—ydune-ada ted 0.6 acres W|I|.be managed and enhanced for native
—p_endemics. plants, including dune-adapted plants.

On page 3-20 the following has been added:

NATIVE DUNE-ADAPTED PLANTS TEST PLOTS
Although large-scale dune restoration is not being considered at this time, test plots totaling about

one acre near the Jose vinevard would be established to test its feasibility for future Project phases.

Management actions such as weed control, soil disturbance, and planting would be done to

encourage expansion of existing populations of native plants and successfully introduce new species.

Results of test plot monitoring will be used to assess the feasibility of expanding populations of

these plants to other areas within the Project site.

On page 3-25 the following has been added to the Vegetation Plan section:

NATIVE DUNE-ADAPTED PLANTS

Following initial weed control, native dune-adapted plants would be seeded on two areas of
sandy soils near the vineyard on the Emerson parcel. Regular weed control is expected to be
needed until populations become established. Different plant species and treatments will be
tested within these areas.

Comment 5-2. Areas of alkaline soil should be restored as upland habitat.

Response. The site contains two small areas of common salt-tolerant plant species (see Figure 1
in Appendix C), but plant surveys of these areas have not found any of the plant species with
regulatory status. These areas are both wetlands, so restoration as uplands would be
inappropriate. The area on the Emerson parcel was formerly used for disposal of liquid dairy
waste and is considered to be artificially saline. The area on the Gilbert parcel would become
part of the managed wetland; soils will not be disturbed, though the hydrology will change.
These areas are so small that active restoration of alkaline wetland is infeasible and will not be
done.

Comment 5-3. Impacts to dune habitats must be analyzed both on a Project level and as a
regional cumulative impact.
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Response. Rare plant surveys of the entire Project site were done during the preparation of
wetland delineations in 2004 and 2009, and results were used in analyses for the Final EIR.
Because none of the dune endemic species with regulatory status were found during these
surveys, it was determined that the Project site did not include any dune habitats, and the Final
EIR did not include any impacts to or mitigation for dune habitat.

For this Final Supplemental EIR, an additional survey of the site’s sandy soils and areas with
potentially alkaline soils was done on March 21, 2014. Again, none of the sensitive dune- or
alkali-endemic plant species were found. The conclusion in the Final EIR, that there would be no
impacts to dune habitats, is still considered to be accurate.

The plant surveys did find two locally common dune-adapted species, bush lupine and birdcage
evening primrose, but only at the perimeter of the vineyard on the Emerson parcel. Neither
species has any regulatory status, and alone do not make up a dune community. The Project
design has been changed to include preservation of the vineyard along with the native plants
(including lupine and primrose) at the perimeter. (See Response to Comment 5-1, and Letter 1-1
concerning the Jose vineyard, above.)

Therefore, because the Project would have no impact on sensitive dune habitat, and existing
dune-adapted plants will be preserved, neither Project-level nor cumulative impact analyses are
required.

Comment 5-4. If dune restoration will not be part of the Project design, impacts to dune habitat
must be mitigated.

Response. Although sandy soils of remnant dunes are present on the Project site, these areas are
highly disturbed and no species with regulatory status are present on these remnant dunes.
Therefore, the site does not contain any dune habitats or communities. The Project will have no
impacts to dune habitat so no mitigation is required; this was also the conclusion reached in the
Final EIR.

The test plots for dune-adapted plants that would be established on the Emerson parcel are new
features of the Project design and are not proposed as a mitigation measure.

See also the Responses to Comments 5-1 and 5-3.
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6. Mr. Stephen Geller on behalf of Mr. Richard and Mrs. Bernice
Stephens, March 7, 2014 letter
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5-2

LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN J. GELLER

STEVEN J. GELLER, Esq, MAI 319 Diablo Road, Suite 212
Attorney at Law Danville, California 94526
Member Appraisal Institute PHONE (925) 820-4600

FAX  (925) 838-4559

March 7, 2014

Ms. Robin Brewer, Esq.
Assistant Chief Counsel

Office ofthe Chief Counsel
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1104
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Ms. Patricia Finfrock
Department of Water Resources
FloodSAFE Environmental
Stewardship and

Statewide Resources Office
(FESSRO)

1416 9th Street Room 1623
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Dutch Slough Supplemental EIR Comments
Mr. Richard Stephens
5031 Jersey lIsland Road
Oakley, CA 94561
APN 032-081-003

Dear Ms. Brewer and Ms. Finfrock

As you are aware, my office represents Mr. Richard Stephens whose residence will be severely
impacted by the proposed Dutch Slough restoration project. Attached you will find the
comments from Mr. Stephens as to the Supplemental EIR prepared for the proposed Dutch
Slough project.

The project, as now proposed significantly deviates from the project discussions between DWR
and Mr. Stephens in 2012 and 2013. It was previously represented that the levee to be
constructed would run along the south boundary of the Stephens property preserving the
riparian woodlands and canal and then the levee would veer to the northwest. However, that
plan nowappearsto have been abandoned and it nowappears that the location of the levee will
be constructed after consultation with residential developers who will be building homes across
Jersey Island Road. It also appears the course of the levee may now be directly behind the
5041 Jersey Island Road property.

It also appears that with the levee directly behind the home, there will be significant water
intrusion as the Stephens property is lower than the flooded water level when the levees are
complete and water is allowed into the area. There is a well on the Stephens property, there is
significant concern regarding contamination in the well. The septic system servicing the home
is also in the rear yard and the impact of water intrusion is not addressed in the supplemental
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6-4

6-5

EIR regarding the impact of water intrusion on the septic system. These items will significantly
impact on the quality of life of the owner of the property and will reduce the value of the
property significantly.

Further, there are view impacts on the Stephens property should the levee be constructed
behind the existing home as compared to the levee veering to the northwest. It will change the

view amenity of the home from a pastoral view to a view of a levee. Further, there appears to
be continued plans to utilize the area across the canal for public parking and a park and the

area plan appears to now reflect the strong possibility of a walking trail being constructed on top
of the levee. This will allow users of the trail to look directly down into the rear yard and rear of
the home

The comments by Mr. Stephens attached are incorporated herein and are his comments to be
addressed after reading the supplemental EIR.

Hopefully, responses to the EIR comments will adequately address the concerns of Mr.
Stephens. After discussion with him, the magnitude of the proposed changes from the original
EIR should be addressed. There was no reference in the supplemental EIR to his specific
property.

In general, as proposed this matter may be suitable for an Inverse Condemnation action should
the levee be constructed directly behind the Stephens residence. We have considered the
ramification of the project as proposed in the new supplemental EIR and there are two solutions
that are reasonable.

1. Construct the project as originally proposed to Mr. Stephens by having the levee travel
in a northwesterly direction away from the property.

2. Purchase the Stephens residence. This will allow a direct and more favorable
alignment with the levee without the concern of the existing home and the impacts of
the levee. This may be accomplished by the developers who are going to construct the
homes across the street They can use the property as a project office.

Again, attached are the comments from Mr. Stephens as to the supplemental EIR and those
comments should be directly considered as comments to the supplemental Dutch Slough EIR.

Please address all comments made to these concerns and when the responses are prepared,
please send to both Mr. Stephens and myself.

Sincerely,

Steven J. Geller. Esq.
Attorney for Richard Stephens.
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Jan24, 2014
Dear Mr. Gellar,
Thank you for sending the introductory letter to DWR.

Iread the Draft Supplement EIR Report ofthe Dutch Slough Project. There is little that
in any way reflects the conversations and meeting we had last year with DWR and the
new developers of the East Hotchkiss tract. Page 3-7 states the change for the project
reflects that "DWR is proposing to shift the alignment of the eastern flood protection
levee from the eastern Project boundary to an alignmenton higher ground and in a
location that reduces cost and fill volumes. The new levee alignment would follow
Jersey Island Road on the southern portion ofthe Burroughs parcel, bisect the parcel
between the enhanced irrigated pasture and the restored marsh area.." This is shown

6-6 in the Supplemental EIR maps and was what the original discussions with DWR
reflected; that is, the levee would run along the south boundary ofour property but
preserving the riparian woodlands and canal, then behind our property and they veer
offto the northwest. See also the description on page 3-21. We were subsequently told
that they could veer the levee away from our property earlier at the southwest comer
rather than the northwest corner as shown on the map.

There is only the additional paragraph on4.1-15 that states "The Project is currently
coordinating the location and design ofthe southern portion ofthis levee with the
residential developers." One would believe this refers to the portion to the south ofour
property, not the portion to our east and north as disclosed by DWR after our meeting.
Indeed, furoughout the EIRand Draft Supplement there is no explicit acknowledgement
of concerns regarding our property. All ofthe references are only referring to the
development property on the East side ofJersey Island Road. This sentence explicitly
obfuscates the Supplemental EIR description ofthe levee placement so they can change
the location based upon the developer's wishes; or do you think the EIR only allows
them to change the 'southern portion' (which is actually not specifically defined).

In addition to the concerns I listed in our letter to you, the Supplement EIR does
emphasize a couple ofnew concerns as well as supports others we presented to you. In
our previous discussions with Ms. Finfrock (DWR) we raised concerns about our
drinking water well and she assured us that they did not expect there would be any'
water intrusion and ifthere was they would 'connect us to the City water supply'. The
Supplement EIR addresses, based now on research data, the issue of water seepage and
intrusion and they are unequivocal that there will be significant intrusion. Although
they only measured and plan to monitor that intrusion to the CC Canal, they conclude
that filling the water to the levee will result in: "East of this levee, groundwater elevations
are likely to increase during tule cultivation and after breaching." (pg. 4.1-15). They
conclude that this will be not significant for the adjacent properties to the East" because
features (fountains, lake, etc). It does not acknowledge our water well and dependence
on it. Itdoes not acknowledge that we are not behind the development

"dry levee" and, I would add too, that our property is significantly lower than the
flooded water level and thus we can expect water intrusion into our property.
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They also raise concerns over the "high soil permeability’ and production of toxins in
the water that seeps from the construction and following that will resultin degradation
of drinking water quality (e.g., methyl mercury, organic compounds, increased salinity,
etc.). The "mitigation" of this issue (Mitigation 4.1-6 pg 4.1-15) is that someone will
assess the "relative role of the Project in contributing to groundwater pumping needs."
Itis disturbing that they do not know what amount of intrusion there will be and that
they do not take full responsibility for costs and damage to our property. Itis clear that
the mitigation discussed is related to the development property and not our parcel as we
have no pumps or problems. Ground water monitoring (Mitigation4.1-7;pg 4.1-16) to
determine baseline groundwater levels and quality have been monitored only at sites
very distant from our parcel and these wells only monitor the'shallow (within 30' of the
surface) aquifer”. These studies do not address any issue of potential changes to the
quality of our drinking water.

The supplemental EIR describes the "Enhanced Irrigated Pasture" (pg 3-18). | bis is the
northern portion of the Burroughs property' that flanks our north property line. We
were told by DWR that it would remain for cattle grazing "as itis used now". But the
EIR states differenily...that the intention is to let the grasses grow for the purpose to
"increase the rodentand insect" populations. While great for the raptors, this means
that there will be a new rodent and insect burden that was never previously revealed.
There was no discussion of mitigation.

Here is the amended list of concerns at this point:
Here are some major points and questions for you as we see them:

1. Being surroundd bythe levee will ruintheenviromentand thevalueof our
property for us or for others...itis damaged and de facto condemned.

2. There were other assurammcessuch asneecreational paths ontop oftheklvee or other
dedicated uses for California State property such as parking for said trails and access. It
seems OK for the developer to place their levee on State property, and they also want
additional access. Previously we were assured there would be no trail; especially as this
would get the public too close to the Swainson's hawk preservation site (apparentlya
major concern for some State agency, perhaps Fish and Game?).

We cannot imagine being surrounded on three sides with people looking down unto us;
an utter loss ofeven a modicum of privacy. The fourth side Will be Jersey Island road
with thousands of additional cars per day by those living in the East Cypress Project!
The traffic impact was not documented in either EIR.

3. Can we seek mitigation for issues of concern about exposure to toxics during the earth
and dirt digging and relocation? This area was a major intensive dairy farm decades
previously and has consequently accumulated unknown levels (nothing was tested for
the EIR) of concutr atedchemicals and toxins during this period. We are directly down
wind of the project; thus, we will be exposed to massive amounts of airborne dirt and
pollution. THE SUPPLEMENTAL EIR NOW DESCRIBES THAT THERE ARE TOXINS
AND THAT THESE WILL NOT BE CONTROLLED. AIRBORNE EXPOSURE IS NOT
ADDRESSED IN EITHER EIR ONLY CONSTRUCTION NOISE.
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6-17

4. Iftheybuildthelevee outa 1,000ft toournorth as suggestedintheattachedemail, the
reason is to avoid building extra lavas distances since they have to go around a gas wall
at that location. This Will result in a swath ofState land 1000 x 300tt along Jersey Island
Road but inside of the dry side ofthe levee (7 acres of the 170 proposed for this

purpose). Who will maintain this as it world be bisected by the levee? We have a bad
feeling that the developers will be happy to make a park there or some other activity
such as a maintenance yard for their development. Can the State contract to us the use
and upkeep responsibility or can we be deeded the parcel?

5. Ifwe have no choice and they build the levee surrounding our property, can we be
guaranteed that the levee will be certifiable for an "urban protection levee" by FEMA
Zone X standards as "promised" by the developers?

6. We are very concerned abort the lack of design for seismic performanceof the levees
and seismic criteria were not mentioned in the EIR; thus, apparently not a consideration
despite living in an earthquake-proneregion with major faults nearby.

7. WATERINNIRUSTIONINTO OUR PROPERTY AND INTRUSION INTO OUR WELL
AND DEGRADATION OF DRINKING WATER QUALITY BY SALINITY AND TOXIN
COMPOUNDS.

8. INCREASE IN RODENT AND INSECT POPULATIONS. NO EVALUATION
NOR MITIGATION IN EITHER EIR.
As you discussed with us, the most cost-effective solution may be to buy our property
and given the scenario in Ms. Finfrock's last email; who would want to live in such a
hole in the ground?

We suppose raising our house and property 15' is probably not an option?

Do we need to have our property independently surveyed to know where our property
lines actually are located?

Ibis sums it up at this stage. Let me know if there is anything else we can do, especially
concerning public response to the supplemental EIR.

Best regards,
Richard and Bernice Stephens
5031 Jersey Island Rd

Oakley, CA 94564
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6. Response to March 7, 2014 letter from Mr. Steven Geller on behalf of Richard and
Bernice Stephens.

Comment 6-1. Location of levee on Burroughs parcel.

Response. As a result of the comment received, the Department reviewed the analysis within the
Supplemental EIR as well as the Draft EIR (DEIR) and determined that both documents
adequately identify the proposed levee alignment and also represent an appropriate level of
analysis and significance determination.

The analysis within the DEIR was for the levee alignment to be located immediately west of
Jersey Island Road, going north from East Cypress Road to Dutch Slough, where it would
connect with the levee system owned and maintained by RD799. This alignment analyzed in the
DEIR encompassed the inholding for a private house (now owned by the Stephens) on three
sides (south, west, and north) and the easement for the privately-operated active gas wells along
Jersey Island Road. (DEIR page 2-23; and Figures 2-10 and 2-11, pages 2-31, 2-33,
respectively.)

The significance criteria relied upon in the 2010 DEIR is based on the CEQA Guidelines
(Appendix G) and professional judgment. On page 3.8-2 the Draft EIR states: “These guidelines

state that the project would have a significant impact on visual quality if it would:

e Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista

e Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings,
and historic buildings within a state scenic highway

e Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings,
or

e Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which would adversely affect day or

nighttime views in the area.”

The DEIR’s thresholds of significance properly address questions regarding the effect of the
project on the environment. Under CEQA, the issue is whether a project will affect the
environment of persons in general, not whether the project will affect particular persons. This
includes a scenic vista. For purposes of the threshold of significance, a viewpoint that is
accessible only from private property is not considered a scenic vista.

The Commenter is correct that the current project includes changes and refinements to project
features including modifications to the construction and alignment of levees. This was identified
in the Supplemental EIR.

The levee alignment analyzed in the Supplemental EIR, rather than surrounding three sides of
the private property, would follow Jersey Island Road on the southern portion of the Burroughs
parcel up to the ditch immediately south of the Stephens property, then go northwest to bisect the
parcel and connect with the existing flood protection levee on the east side of Little Dutch
Slough (SEIR, p. 2-2.). This levee will surround the restored tidal marsh and provide flood and
seepage protection for the properties south, east (including the Stephens property), and north of
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the restored marsh. For CEQA purposes, the aesthetic impact of this alignment is not
significantly different from the alignment analyzed in the 2010 EIR and does not represent a
substantive change in views compared to the Project described in the 2010 EIR.

The Draft SEIR in Chapter 4 Environmental Setting, Impacts, and Mitigation Measures included
the following statement on page 4.1-19: “[t]he Project is currently coordinating the location and
design of the southern portion of this levee with the residential developers.” DWR is not aware
of currently active plans for urban development east of Jersey Island Road, and would not be the
CEQA lead agency for such a project if proposed. As a result it is not necessary for

DWR to speculate about such a project. Pursuance of a residential development project at this
location is not a reasonably foreseeable consequence of DWR’s Dutch Slough project and is
outside the scope of DWR’s Dutch Slough project and its CEQA documents.

For the sake of clarification, the following text change (deletion is struck out) has been made on
page 4.1-19 of the Final SEIR. The significance conclusions within the Supplemental EIR and
DEIR are unchanged.

East. To the east across Jersey Island Road are diked, subsided lands (the Hotchkiss Tract; RD 799)
proposed for residential development; no tidal slough divides the Burroughs parcel from these
properties. The revised design for the Project includes construction of a flood control levee
extending north-south for approximately half a mile along the west side of Jersey Island Road from
the Project’s southeast corner, and then trending in a southeast-northwest direction across the rest
of the Burroughs parcel to Little Dutch Slough (Figure 3-3). The northern portion of this levee
would protect the remaining mile of Jersey Island Road north to the Jersey Island bridge. Fhe

Also for clarification, the following text change was made in Chapter 2 Executive Summary
Section 2.3 Proposed Modification to the Project, on page 2-2.

e DWR is proposing to shift the alignhment of the eastern flood protection levee from the
eastern Project boundary to an alignment on higher ground, and in a location that reduces
cost and fill volumes. The new levee alignment would follow Jersey Island Road on the
southern portion of the Burroughs parcel up to the large east-west drainage ditch, then go

northwest to bisect the parcel between the enhanced irrigated pasture and the restored
marsh area, and connect with the existing flood protection levee on the east side of Little
Dutch Slough.

Comment 6-2. Groundwater intrusion into drinking water well, septic system, and property.
Response. As acknowledged in the SEIR (Chapter 4 Environmental Setting..., Impact 4.1-6), the
Project is likely to increase levels of local groundwater, and mitigation measures are included for
these impacts to neighboring properties. The private inholding has always been included in all
mitigations for properties to the east of the Project, although in the Draft EIR and SEIR this was
stated imprecisely as “properties east of Jersey Island Road”; this language has been clarified in
the Final SEIR to make inclusion of the inholding explicit. The new Project levee that would
separate the restoration project from the urban development to the east would include a toe drain
or other groundwater collection system, which would be designed to maintain current
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groundwater levels to all the properties to the east. Monitoring would be conducted to ensure that
this collection system is adequate, and if groundwater levels affect septic systems, drinking water
wells, or surface ponding or flooding, additional measures, described below, will be taken.

Septic system of private inholding. For the private inholding, increased groundwater elevations
could potentially impact the functioning of the existing septic system and/or possibly onsite
drainage (e.g. create ponding). Increased groundwater elevations may be partly or completely
mitigated by the seepage collection system (e.g. toe drain) installed landside of the new Dutch
Slough Project flood control levee, which would be located west of the private inholding. In
addition, increases to groundwater elevations may be further mitigated by any new groundwater
pumping system on the ECC development to the east.

Mitigation for potential groundwater intrusion would be similar to that described below for the
properties east of Jersey Island Road.

Drinking water well of private inholding. There is concern that tidal inundation of the Burroughs
Parcel could potentially impact water quality in the drinking water well located on the private
property. Tidal sloughs and open water areas proposed for restoration as part of the Project
would be hydraulically connected to the local shallow aquifer, located within roughly 30 feet of
the ground surface. Deeper aquifers are typically hydraulically isolated from the shallow aquifer
by overlying, low permeability geologic layers (i.e. aquitards). Most drinking wells in the region
draw water from the deeper aquifer(s), which have higher water supply and better water quality
than the shallow aquifer.

DWR and the current property owner do not have any information on the well construction at
this time. If the well is only screened in the deeper aquifer (below 30 feet) — and therefore
hydraulically isolated from the shallow aquifer — then the project is not anticipated to impact
well water quality. If the well is connected to the shallow aquifer, increased groundwater
elevations due to the project could potentially impact water well quality. New Mitigation
Measure 4.1-14 has been added to address potential water quality impacts to the private drinking
water well.

These issues are addressed in the following text changes in the Final Supplemental EIR.
(Deletions are struck out and additions are underlined.)

The following changes were made to Chapter 4 Section 4.1.1. Affected Environment,
Hydrology, beginning on page 4.1-5.

CONNECTION TO LANDS EAST OF THE PROJECT SITE JERSEY-ISLAND-ROAD

ENGEO Inc (2005), which conducted a study for the adjacent Cypress Corridor Specific Plan Area
(CCSPA) east of Jersey Island Road (of which the ECC development is a part), concluded that that
Emerson and Little Dutch Sloughs “do not currently contribute to significant groundwater recharge
in [the CCSPA] because drainage tiles and lift pumps used to dewater the lands below sea level exist
adjacent to these sloughs that provide a point of hydraulic control with zero net effect. In other
words, the amount of water recharges from the sloughs equals, or is less than, the amount of water
being removed by the drainage tiles and drainage lift pumps.” The same study also concludes that
the Contra Costa Canal recharges groundwater in the CCSPA because water surface elevations in the
Canal are typically higher than groundwater elevations. ENGEO (2005) estimated the amount of

57



Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project Final Supplemental EIR
Comments and Responses

this recharge to be approximately 335 acre-feet per year. Hultgren-Tillis (2005) indicated that
recharge from Dutch Slough via porous underlying sandy soils contributes to groundwater in these

lands. Planned future land use changes, however, such as the Dutch Slough Project, ECC

development, and encasement of the adjacent Contra Costa Canal, would affect groundwater levels
east of Jersey Island Road.

The private inholding on the Burroughs parcel uses an onsite well for water supply and its own
septic system for wastewater treatment and disposal. The ground surface of the property varies
between approximately elevation 0 and 4 feet NGVD. The main structure and surrounding
driveways are at approximately elevation 2 to 4 feet NGVD, with surrounding areas at lower

elevations.

Groundwater levels near the site were measured monthly between November 2010 and December
2012 (Hvdrofocus, 2012). Groundwater level measurements for three nearbv wells (Table RC-2,
Figure RC-4) are as follows:

Table RC-2. Nearby Groundwater Measurements (November 2010 to December 2012)
(Hydrofocus, 2012)

Well Groundwater Elevation
Number Approximate Location Relative to (feet NGVD 29)
Private Property Minimum Maximum
Burroughs 1 | 1500 feet to southwest -1.9 +1.3
Hotchkiss 1 | 400 feet due east -4.7 -1.9
Burroughs 2 | 900 feet to north (and 200 feet west) -6.7 -3.8
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Explanation
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IMPACT 4.1-6 (REPLACES 2010 EIR IMPACT 3.1.2-8) GROUNDWATER INTRUSION ONTO
ADJACENT PARCELS

As described in the 2010 EIR, connectivity of the shallow aquifer (within 30 feet of the ground
surface) in the local area suggests that permanently raised Dutch Slough Restoration site
groundwater levels would have some influence on groundwater flow to adjacent properties in all
directions. These effects would be tempered to a great degree, however, because the tidal sloughs
separating the restoration site from its adjacent parcels to the north, west, and south exert a far
stronger hydraulic signal on groundwater (Hultgren-Tillis 2005). Groundwater pumping on adjacent
properties steepens the hydraulic gradient, causing greater flow from the Dutch Slough site.
Adjacent parcels to the east and, if the Contra Costa Canal is encased, to the south, could therefore
have increased pumping volumes, especially outside the wet season when other contributing sources
to groundwater diminish relative to the possible Project contribution.

East. There is one privately owned inholding approximately one acre in size within the Burroughs

parcel just outside the Project’s eastern boundary. To the east across Jersey Island Road are
continuous diked, subsided lands (the Hotchkiss Tract; RD 799) proposed for residential
development; no tidal slough divides these properties. The revised design for the Project includes
construction of a flood control levee extending north-south for approximately half a mile along the
west side of Jersey Island Road from the Project’s southeast corner, and then trending in a
southeast-northwest direction across the rest of the Burroughs parcel to Little Dutch Slough. This
levee would protect the remaining mile of Jersey Island Road north to the Jersey Island bridge, and
all properties to the east.

East of this levee, groundwater elevations are likely to increase during tule cultivation and after
breaching. Except for the private inholding, increased groundwater elevations within the upland
portions of the Burroughs parcel would not cause negative impacts to hydrology or water quality
because these elevation increases would be consistent with the proposed management of those lands
as enhanced irrigated pasture with improved wetland values. Due to the significant distances
between the northern (SE-NW) portion of this levee and Jersey Island Road, restoration of the
southern part of the Burroughs parcel is not expected to impact groundwater elevations within the
Hotchkiss Tract east of the northern mile of Jersey Island Road. However, it is likely to significantly
impact groundwater elevations in the Tract east of the southern half-mile of the Road including the
private inholding. The proposed ECC development intends to use groundwater as a resource to
support water feature amenities, and plans on constructing a new “dry” (internal) levee similar to the
one at the nearby Summer Lake development. The proposed development includes a toe drain east
of the new internal levee. If that project proceeds, then the impact on groundwater within the
southern portion of the Hotchkiss Tract is likely not to be significant. If Hotchkiss development
does not proceed, then the impact would remain significant and similar to that described in the 2010
EIR.

For the private inholding, increased groundwater elevations could potentially impact the functioning
of the existing septic system and/or site drainage. Increased groundwater elevations may be partly or

completely mitigated by the seepage collection system (e.g. toe drain) installed landside of the new
Dutch Slough Project flood control levee, west of the private property. In addition, increases to
groundwater elevations may be further mitigated by any new groundwater pumping system on the

Hotchkiss development to the east. Mitigation for potential groundwater intrusion would be similar
to that described below for CCSPA properties east of Jersey Island Road.
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The following changes were made to the text in Chapter 4.1 Hydrology on page 4.1-20.

MITIGATION 4.1-6 (SAME AS 2010 EIR MITIGATION 3.1.1-6.2): GROUNDWATER INTRUSION
PROTECTION— EAST OF SITE

If deemed necessary by the urban development to the east, the Project shall participate in a joint
study with-the-adjacentlandowners-to-the-east to quantify the relative contributions of all possible
sources of groundwater intrusion into the parcels east of the restoration site, thereby quantifying the
relative role of the Project in contributing to groundwater pumping needs. This study would include
the private inholding on the west side of Jersey Island Road. This study would include field
monitoring to measure actual flux into the eastern parcel. If this study determines a significant
contribution from the Project that would adversely affect hydrologic conditions east of the Project
site that cannot be addressed with existing or planned groundwater management systems, then the
technical and economic feasibility of constructing an effective means of reducing flux into the
parcels shall be evaluated. Measures may include a groundwater cutoff wall, toe drain, or financial
contribution to the operations and maintenance of groundwater collection systems currently in place
or anticipated to be in place with new residential development, at levels commensurate with the
documented percent contribution of the Project to increased groundwater levels and volumes to the

south requiring abatement. If the monitoring determines that there are impacts to the functioning of
the septic system for the private inholding, and the sewer infrastructure for the development to the
east has been installed, an additional option would be to connect the inholding to the City sewer
system.

MITIGATION 4.1-7 (REPLACES 2010 EIR MITIGATION 3.1.1-6.1 AND 3.1.1-6.2):

GROUNDWATER MONITORING

The 2010 EIR required groundwater monitoring of the lands to the south, west, north, and east of
the project site, to determine baseline groundwater levels and quality. Data will be used to determine
baseline and post-project groundwater levels, hydraulic gradients, flow directions, and water quality
(salinity, major ions, nitrogen species and stable isotopes). The study was to be conducted for at least
one year prior to project implementation, and for at least one year after.

Groundwater monitoring began in 264+ November 2010 and continued ferfive-quarters until
December 2012 to establish the baseline conditions. Fifteen existing and nine new wells were
monitored, as well as two control wells located over 1 mile from the project site and unlikely to be
impacted by project implementation. Wells are located on Ironhouse Sanitary District (west), Jersey
Island (north), Hotchkiss Tract (east), and parcels south of the Canal. Wells monitor the shallow
(within 30” of the surface) aquifer, which is known to be of higher salinity than local surface water,
and which shows changes in the hydraulic gradient as local water management practices change.

Data will be used to determine baseline and post-project groundwater levels, hydraulic gradients,
flow directions, and water quality (salinity, major ions, nitrogen species and stable isotopes). Post

project monitoring of these wells shall commence after the levee of Emerson parcel is breached.

The following new impact and mitigation were added to Chapter 2 Executive Summary in Tables
2-1 and 2-2, pages 2-9 and 2-17, respectively, and in Chapter 4 at the end of Section 4.1.2
Impacts and Mitigation, on pages 4.1-31 and -32.
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NEW IMPACT 4.1-17 DEGRADATION OF WATER QUALITY OF WATER SUPPLY WELL ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY

As described under Impact 4.1-6, groundwater elevations in the shallow aquifer (within about 30
feet of the ground surface) are likely to increase east of the site due to the Project. Increased
groundwater elevations could potentially impact water well quality for the private residence on the
west side of Jersey Island Road if the well is screened in the shallow aquifer. DWR and the current
property owner do not have additional information on the well construction at this time. If the well
is screened in the deeper aquifer (below 30 feet) — and therefore hydraulically isolated from the
shallow aquifer - then the Project is not anticipated to impact well water quality.

NEW MITIGATION 4.1-14: INVESTIGATE WATER SUPPLY SOURCE AND QUALITY

Additional investigation shall be performed to determine the well construction and which aquifer(s)

is used for water supply. If the well includes the shallow aquifer, the joint groundwater study

described under Mitigation 4.1-6 shall be expanded to evaluate potential water quality impacts to the

well. If significant degradation of drinking water quality is projected, impacts shalld be mitigated by
DWR either (a) paving for additional water quality treatment at the wellhead or (b) paying to connect

the private residence to the City water supply.

IMPACT SIGNIFICANCE
Less than significant with mitigation

Comment 6-3. Levee impacts on view.

Response. See response to Comment 6-1, including the text changes. The proposed project as
described in the both the DEIR and SEIR adequately identifies the location of the levee
alignment and how it will affect the private view of the Commenter.

Comment 6-4. Walking trail, public use, parking, privacy issues.

Response. The SEIR discusses the loop trail around the Emerson parcel, but does not discuss the
possibility of a walking trail on the levee near the private property on the Burroughs parcel
because it is not part of the Project.

The Draft EIR states that the City of Oakley worked collaboratively with DWR and SCC to
develop a Conceptual Plan for public access to both the restoration site and the community park
that balances the objectives of the restoration project with the City’s recreational objectives
(DEIR p. 2-47). Figure 2-15 of the Draft EIR (p. 2-51), labeled “Public Access Plan,” is
reproduced from the City of Oakley’s Dutch Slough Community Park and Public Access
Conceptual Master Plan. That figure depicts a trail on the levee along Jersey Island Road.
However, this trail is part of the City’s planning, not part of the Dutch Slough Project. This trail
may or may not be constructed as part of the City of Oakley’s recreational plans for the Dutch
Slough Community Park, but as the City currently has no timeline for the construction of the
park, a trail on the Burroughs parcel is considered speculative at this time.
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If a Burroughs parcel trail were proposed in the future by the City of Oakley (or other entity), its
design and usage would be coordinated with DWR. DWR would not grant approval to use the
levees for trails or other recreational uses unless the City receives all its regulatory permits.

CEQA requires lead agencies to analyze a project’s effect on the environment. The DEIR and
the SEIR adequately analyze the proposed Project’s environmental impacts. Therefore, no
changes are made to the findings and conclusions of the SEIR.

Comment 6-5. Inverse Condemnation.

Response. CEQA is not an economic protection statute. CEQA directs that the economic effects
of project (such as property values) not be treated as significant effects on the environment
unless there is a chain of cause and effect to potential environmental effects. Intermediate
economic changes need not be analyzed in any detail greater than necessary to determine if such
effects are present. Landowners surrounding a proposed project site do not state a valid CEQA
concern when they comment that the proposed project could adversely affect their parcel’s
property value. No further response is required.

Comment 6-6. Location of new levee on Burroughs parcel.

Response. See Response to Comment 6-1, including the text changes. The proposed project as
described in both the DEIR and SEIR adequately identified the location of the levee alignment
and how it will affect the private view of the Commenter.

Comment 6-7. Groundwater intrusion, effects on well and drinking water quality
Response. See Response to Comment 6-2.

Comment 6-8. Impacts of mice and insects.

Response. The northern portion of the Burroughs parcel would be managed to optimize foraging
opportunities for Swainson’s Hawks. As such, the current plan is to allow grasses to grow for a
few months without disturbance to increase populations of rodents and large insects that would
then become prey for hawks when the area is periodically mowed or grazed. The comment
expresses concern that these disturbed rodents and insects may move onto the Stephens property.
This would be taken into account when planning the details of the management of the foraging
area. Possibilities such as an unmowed buffer near the Stephens property, or sequential mowing
of different sections (rather than mowing the entire upland area at one time) would be
incorporated into the management plan to reduce the possibility of creating a nuisance for
neighboring properties.

Comment 6-9. Effects on property value, and “de facto condemnation”.
Response. See Response to Comment 6-5.

Comment 6-10. Recreational trail, parking, access, and effects of trail on Swainson’s hawks.
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Response. See Response to Comment 6-4. Because a trail on the Burroughs levee is not part of
the Dutch Slough Project, impacts of such a trail were not analyzed in the EIR or SEIR. As
described in Comment 6-4, a trail on the Burroughs levee is reasonably foreseeable since it was
mentioned in the Final EIR for the Dutch Slough project.

If a Burroughs parcel trail were proposed in the future by the City of Oakley (or other entity), its
design and usage would be coordinated with DWR. DWR would not grant approval to use the
levees for trails or other recreational uses unless CDFW and any and all other agencies with
appropriate regulatory authority over fish and wildlife have determined that the trail will not
have an adverse impact on wildlife, or that any such impacts have been adequately mitigated.

Comment 6-11. Levee location and effect on privacy.
Response. See Response to Comments 6-1, 6-4, 6-6, and 6-10.

Comment 6-12. Traffic on Jersey Island Road, and lack of documentation in Dutch Slough EIR
or SEIR.

Response. As described in Section 3.13 of the Dutch Slough EIR, The Dutch Slough Project
would have no impact on traffic on Jersey Island Road.

The proposed residential development east of Jersey Island Road is not a DWR project and
DWR is not a lead agency decisionmaker or a responsible agency under CEQA. The separate
development project is not a project objective of DWR’s Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration
Project and any traffic impacts from the separate development project are outside the scope of
DWR’s Project or its SEIR.

Comment 6-13. Toxics in graded soil.

Response. A Phase 1 Site Assessment of the Burroughs parcel was conducted in 2003, as
reported in the Dutch Slough Final EIR (Chapter 3.15 Hazards, can be found in Appendix D).
The only toxics found within soil on the Burroughs parcel occurred around active and inactive
gas wells, and those soils were removed in 2003. Therefore, it is not expected that grading on
any of the Project parcels would result in airborne toxics. As a Best Management Practice an
enhanced dust control program would be in place during Project construction, as stated in the
Final EIR Mitigation 3.6.1-2, and described in Table 3.6-6 from the Final EIR:

Table 3.6-6: Control Measures for Construction Emissions of PM-10

Basic Control Measures (Required)
The following controls will be implemented:

e  Water all active construction areas at least twice daily.

e  Cover all trucks hauling soil, sand, and other loose materials or require all truck to maintain at least 2 feet of
freeboard.

e  Pave, apply water three times daily, or apply (non-toxic) soil stabilizers on all unpaved access roads, parking areas
and staging areas at construction sites.
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e Sweep streets daily (with water sweepers) if visible soil material is carried onto adjacent public streets.
Enhanced Control Measures (Recommended because large scale of grading)
The following additional measures are recommended to be implemented at this construction site:

Enclose, cover, water twice daily or apply (non-toxic) soil binders to exposed stockpiles (dirt, sand, etc.).
Limit traffic speeds on unpaved surfaces to 15 mph.

Install sandbags or other erosion control measures to prevent silt runoff to public roadways.

Replant vegetation in disturbed areas as quickly as possible.

Comment 6-14. Use of land adjacent to Stephens property.
Response. See Responses to Comments 6-4 and 6-10.

Comment 6-15. Levee design criteria.

Response. As mentioned in SEIR Chapter 3 Project Description, Table 3.1, and on page 3-23
under Southern Flood Protection Levee Segment, the new levees that will be built for the Dutch
Slough Project will be built to DWR Urban Levee Design Criteria, which includes seismic
criteria. The Design Criteria may be accessed online at:
http://www.water.ca.gov/floodsafe/leveedesign/ULDC_May2012.pdf

Comment 6-16. Groundwater intrusion onto property and into well.
Response. See Responses to Comments 6-2 and 6-7.

Comment 6-17. Rodents and insects.
Response. See Response to Comment 6-8.
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Appendix A. Comments received regarding the Jose Vineyard
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Dr. Carl Bellone, Ph.D.
5487 Sontura Court,
Castro Valley, CA 94552

February 26,2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-
acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example ofone ofthe longest surviving world
class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State ofCalifornia and the Department of
Water Resources is interested in the quality oflife not only for its citizens, but for the
environment as well. The DWR’s focus on habitat restoration is important but this vineyard is
important as well. Because this vineyard is non-irrigated and farmed sustainably, it is a model
that shows we can coexist within our environment. This vineyard represents a map for the public
and our future generations of farmers and winemakers to follow which will show we can live and
grow our foods together with preserving our sensitive environmental ecosystems

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

I urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part ofmaintaining the integrity
ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Carl Bellone
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Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE, Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9lh Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 958
Patricia.Finfrock@water.ca qov

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Dutch
Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-acre ancient
vine Carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example ofone ofthe longest surviving world
class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

1. This ancient vineyard needs to remain intact as a living museum for our world renowned
California wine industry now, and to inspire our winemakers and viticulturists in the future. This
vineyard inspired me seven years ago when | was introduced to it by a colleague. | had been
making wine in Napa Valley and buying grapes from all over the state of California and had
never heard ofthe historic vineyards in Contra Costa County. This and other vineyards in the
area excited and inspired me. Today, | produce two vineyard designated wines from this
vineyard's neighbor. In addition, | use Zinfandel from a neighbor's vineyard in my award winning
Zinfandel under the Artezin brand which | will gladly share with you and your colleagues.

2. It preserves a natural pre-historic sand-dune (up-land habitat) within this wetlands
restoration project as open space. This open space enhances the overall wetlands project and
the Bay-Delta ecosystem. The sand in which these ancient vines thrive is a key element to their
longevity. Phylloxera, the vine root louse that decimated all the vineyards in Europe and
California in the mid 1800's cannot live in sand because it cannot crawl from root to root. Thus,
these vines have survived for 126 years! It is nearly impossible to find a single grapevine
anywhere else in the entire United States that is 126 years old, much less an entire vineyard
such as the one here in question. This vineyard is not only a state treasure, it is a national
treasure! Please do not cause the removal of this treasure that is still produces a full crop and Is
very economically viable. Not only is ita historic monument, it is a working monument!

CALAFIA CELLARS « 629 FULTON LANE « ST. HELENA, CALIFORNIA 94574 « PHONE 707 963-0114
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3. Provides a starting point for future vineyard preservation projects and gives a civic identity to
the City of Oakley. Development In and around other ancient vineyards in the future could be
done in a way that preserves the vines and rural character that they provide.

4. Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the Department
of Water Resources is interested in the quality of life not only for its citizens, but for the
environment as well.

5. This ancient vineyard, because of its historic and scientific value, including the ecological
lessons of dry-farming, will be an interesting and educational focal point for the public to see.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

Turge you to find a solution that allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity
ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Randle Johnson

Winegrower & Proprietor

Calafia Cellars
Napa Valley, CA
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Andrew F. Weir
1 SVP, Content Distribution.
Liberman Broadcasting, Inc.
711 Third Ave., 15d' Floor
New York, NY 10017
Ms. Patty Finfrock
Department of Water Resources
Floods AFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9,h Street, Suite 1623
Sacramento, CA 95814
PatriciaFiftock@water.ca.gov

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-
acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

When [ first heard about the proposal to reclaim and destroy this slice of viticulture
history, I was taken aback. This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example ofone of
the longest surviving world-class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly
in the New World.

Why does this vineyard need to be protected?

*120-year old vines that are still producing first-class fruit. This cannot be replicated!
This is not just another parcel of Cabernet Sauvignon vines. Carignane is a critical grape
and one that has diminished greatly in the area.

*It can be used as a local point for Oakley to show a perfect example of dry-farming
techniques and can be used for education, special events, tourism and much more.
Enhance its existence for the betterment of Oakley, don’tbury it!

*It is the right and best decision from an environmental standpoint.

*It can survive the re-flooding ofthe surrounding acreage since it existed well before the
levees were installed and exists on a natural upland habitat

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project. urge you to find a solution that
allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living viticultural museum which has proven to
be an integral part of maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River
Delta.

Sincerely,

Andrew F. Weir
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Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-
acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one ofthe longest surviving world
class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

Turge you to find a solution that allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity
ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Madeline Horan

54 Bay Bridge Drive
Brick, NJ 08724
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Andy Gaudy

Clarksburg Wine Company
P.O. Box 123

35265 Willow Ave
Clarksburg, CA 95612

February 19,2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
14169t Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-
acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

We need to protect this vineyard for a number ofreasons:

+ It is ahistoric example ofone ofthe longest surviving world class vineyards in
California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

* The planting ofthe vineyard pre-dates the levees. To “restore” the wetlands at the
expense ofa historical vineyard that was planted before the levee was even built
is simply wrong.

+ Itis a great example ofa sustainably farmed vineyard and as such serves as a
model to all that we can co-exist with our environment.

Lastly, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

I urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity

+  ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Winemaker
Clarksburg Wine Company
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THOMAS W. JOHNSON

P.0. BOX 50 -

FULTON, CA 95439
US.A.

February 20, 2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock
Department of Water Resources
FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship
and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the
14- acre ancientvine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving world
class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

This ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres included
in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the
integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely yours,

Thomas W. Johnson
(707) 528-7725
twj@sonic.net
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Zinfandel Advocates & Producers

P,O, Box 1487 m Rough & Ready, California 95975
530274-4900 « FAX 530-274-4904 « zinfandel.org * info@zinfandel.org

February 21,2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing as a request for response to the Supplemental Environmental
Impact Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge
the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson
Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan. This vineyard is an
irreplaceable, historic example of one ofthe longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because it needs to remain intact as a
living museum for our world-renowned California wine industry now, and to
inspire our winemakers and viticulturists in the future, providing a starting
point for future vineyard preservation projects, which also gives a civic
identity to the City of Oakley, This ancient vineyard, because of'its historic
and scientific value, including the ecological lessons of dry-farming, will be
an educational focal point for the public.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the
proposed 1,178 acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project,

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable
living viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of
maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Robinson
Executive Director

cc:  ZAP Board of Directors

Zinfandel Advocates & Producers (ZAP) is a non-profit, educational 501(c)(3) organization. ZAP is dedicated to
advancing the public knowledge of and appreciation for American Zinfandel and its unique place in our culture and

history.
Federal Tax ID #94-3151462
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From: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR
To: Finfrock Patricia@DWR

Subject: Catherine Walker email with attachment

Date: Wednesday, May 07,2014 12:29:13 PM
Attachments: Oaklev Vineyard Preservation Dutch Slouah.doc

From: Catherine Walker [mailto:catherinewalker.aleph@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, February 17, 2014 1:22 PM

To: Finfrock,Patrica@DWR

Subject: Preserve the Historic Carignane Vineyard

Please see the attached letter.

Thank you,

Catherine Walker

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for
the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-acrc

ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one ofthe longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

1. Itprovides a starting point for future vineyard preservation projects and gives a civic
identity' to the City of Oakley.

2. Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the
Department of Water Resources is interested in the quality oflife not only for its
citizens, but for the environment as well.

3. There is an educational opportunity for future winemakers, viticulturists, and current
students that comes from the preservation ofthis ancient vineyard.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1.178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

I urge youto find a solution that allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity ofthe
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Catherine Walker
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From: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

To: Fnfrock.Patricia@DWR,

Subject: Christina Turley email with attachment
Date: Wednesday, May 07,2014 12:28:18 PM
Attachments: Historic+Cari i ion-|

From: Christina Turley [mailto:Christina@turleywinecellars.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2014 3:37 PM

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

Subject: Please help save this historic vineyard!

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-
acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example ofone ofthe longest surviving world
class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

Please see attached for myriad reasons to protect the vineyard!

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

I urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living
viticulturel museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity
ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Christina Turley

Turley Wine Cellars
christina@Lurleywinecellars.com
Office: (707) 968-2715

Cell: (646) 372-9456
www:turlgywinecellars.om

Historic Carignane Vineyard Preservation Threatened By Dutch Slough Restoration
Project Fact Sheet - January' 21. 2014 Prepared By Matt Cline

Reasons for Vineyard Preservation
1. This ancient vineyard needs to remain intact as a living museum for our world renowned
California wine industry now, and to inspire our winemakers and viticulturists in the future.

2. It preserves a natural pre-historic sand-dune (up-land habitat) within this wetlands
restoration project as open space. This open space enhances the overall wetlands project and
the Bay-Delta ecosystem. Historically, these upland habitats were also a dominant feature in
and around these wetlands.

3. Provides a starting point for future vineyard preservation projects and gives a civic identity
to the City of Oakley. Development in and around other ancient vineyards in the future could
be done in a way that preserves the vines and rural character that they provide. This would
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make Oakley a more desirable location to live which might spur higher end housing and
therefore a higher tax base This may ensure that the current owners ofthese properties will
continue to maintain a high re-sale potential use for their land. This is a very complicated
issue but there already seems be interest in preserving old vines and agriculture within our
urban growth areas locally, at the state level, and nationwide.

4. Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the Stale of California and the
Department of Water Resources is interested in the quality of life not only for its citizens, but
for the environment as well. The DWR’s focus on habitat restoration is important but this
vineyard is important as well. Because this vineyard is non-irrigated and fanned sustainably,
it is a model that shows we can coexist within our environment. This vineyard represents a
map for the public and our future generations of farmers and winemakers to follow which
will show we can live and grow our foods together with preserving our sensitive
environmental ecosystems.

5. This ancient vineyard, because ofits historic and scientific value, including the ecological
lessons of dry-farming, will be an interesting and educational focal point for the public to see
as they wander through the restored wet lands. There is also interest in providing an
educational opportunity to middle and high school children which would expose them to an
agricultural learning experience.

Future Uses of the Vineyard
1. This vineyard could be used to generate revenue.

2. Volunteer docents from 501(c)(3) organizations such as The American Wine Society, The
Historical Vineyard Society, and others would be willing to provide pre-scheduled on-sight
tours since these organizations have an educational purpose in their by-laws. These tours
could coincide with either the Heart of Oakley Festival or the Harvest Festival. Local
growers and winemakers that arc utilizing Oakley fruit should also be willing to educate the
public about the value ofold vines.

3. The vineyard can be the focal point of a community park that focuses on our local
agricultural roots. A “community farm"” can be built on part ofthe property around the
Emerson Dairy that will be acquired as a result of'the development. |he local agricultural
industry and grocery store chains might be interested in corporate sponsorship ofa
“community farm”.

4. Local 4H Chapters can conduct pruning demonstration projects teaching the art of'spur
pruning on head trained vines. Then conducting a fun “pruning competition” with the project
attendees.

1
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5. Produce a community wine label that can be used for local events.

6. The Vineyard site could be used for charity events on a limited basis such as a catered
lunch with wine tasting.
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Vineyard Site & Varietal Historical Information

Archacological data and discussions with Stan Emerson indicates that the vineyard located on
the west edge ofthe Emerson parcel that is now part of the Dutch Slough Salt Marsh
Restoration Project was established by Joaquin José sometime in the late 1800's and is most
likely between 120 and 125 years old. Joaquin José was a Portuguese subsistence fanner
from Madeira Island who had fruit trees and row crops as well. The vineyard was planted on
a natural “upland habitat” which is a rare but important formation within tidal wetlands. Most
all ofthese formations have been destroyed throughout the Sacramento Delta after the levees
were built. The vineyard is planted to the Carignane varietal which itselfhas become quite
rare here in California. At one time this grape represented about 30% ofall the red-wine
grapes in all growing regions ofthe state. The majority ofthe vines were planted in the
Central Valley and used to make inexpensive box and jug wines. In 1974 California had only
30,700 acres of Carignane but that total has dropped to only 2,547 bearing acres in 2012 with
744 acres disappearing from the previous year (mostly from the Lodi Region-District 11). In
District 6 which includes Contra Costa County there is only 87 acres left in 2012 with the
Emerson parcel representing 16% ofthat total. Most of'the surviving quality vineyards of
Carignane mainly exist here in Oakley, Sonoma County, and Redwood Valley in Mendocino
County. The reasons for this decline in popularity include the 12 years of Prohibition (1921-
1933) which resulted in the loss ofall the smaller wineries which were and are today the
innovators of our industry, but it was our industries marketing strategy over the last 50 years
or so of'varietal labeling that had the biggest influence. Using a single grape name reduced
the number ofvarietal options we have today. As the wine market changed, we choose to
only market a hand full of French varietals such as Cabernet Sauvignon. Chardonnay, and
Pinot Noir that were not part of California's original planting. These “branded varietals” will
be hard to knock off their pedestals but the recent interest in blended red wines, over the last
ten years, is encouraging.

The Emerson Vineyard and most ofthe ancient vineyards surrounding Oakley are world
class vineyards and have played a significant role in California’s viticultural history’. In
February 2013, the California legislature unanimously passed House Resolution No. 9 which
was introduced by Assembly member Daly and co-authored by Assembly member Jim
Frazier among others. Here is the link to his amendment:
http://1eginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill _id=201320140HR9.

Carignane (and all ofits various synonyms and enunciations) worldwide is number two in red
wine production. It is such a dominate grape because yields of 10-15 tons per acre are easy to
attain due to its vigorous growing characteristics. In general, efforts to restrain yields usually
results in higher quality. This vineyard is a model for how to grow productive crops
sustainably while also being dry farmed. Most of'the time, this variety is blended with
Mourvedre. Syrah, and Grenache (among others). It is grown predominately dry-farmed in
most countries where it grows.

Vineyard Production

| have leased the ancient 14-acre Carignane vineyard on the Emerson parcel either directly
from Stan Emerson or sub-leased it from Brent Gilbert for the past 25 years, The vineyard is
still economically productive. The last eight year harvest totals arc:

Vintage Tons

2006 30.95

2007 75.88
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2008 47.54

2009 72.96

2010 67.06

2011 64.25

2012 53.66

2013 61.00

This is an average of 59.16 tons per year. The yearly variations in yields are consistent with
the alternate bearing nature of most grape varietals. The 2006 vintage is an outlier due mainly
to a poor crop set because ofthe weather during bloom. Overall, the yield over the past 8
years is an average of4.2 tons per acre. The block is not uniform though. The southwest
corner is not producing because of'the lack of vines. The crop along the west side along
Marsh Creek is particularly productive due to the heavier soil type and has been harvested
early for export to Japan and for a rosé. Stylistically, the larger yielding vines work well for
the Japanese export market because they can be bottled early and at lower alcohol levels.
That is not to say they can’t make full-throttle California style reds ifleft to ripen on the vine
a little longer. The east halfofthe field produces arguably some ofthe best Carignane
anywhere in the world. The Delhi Sand series results in reductions of'the vines vigor and
average yields per vine.

‘Winemaking

Juice yields for Oakley Carignane can be between 180 - 195 gallons per ton. All ofthe
grapes are used in no less than 6 different blends including a Carignane Rosé¢, a traditional
Oakley field blend of Zinfandel. Carignane. and Mataro (Mourvédre) that is supported by
smaller quantities of 'etile Sirah, Alicante Bouschet, and Black Malvoisie (Cinsaul), a
traditional Old Vines (varietal) Zinfandel, two red blends that are 60%-85% produced from
these grapes and exported to Japan, and even a rare varietal bottling all from this block.
Summary

The vineyard can co-exist with this wetlands restoration project because it was planted before
the levees were installed; therefore these vines will survive the process ofre-flooding the
surrounding acreage. While the state is intent on converting this vineyard that stands on a
natural upland environment to additional wetlands, some natural uplands are also being
restored as this one should be as well. The value as a living museum and as an example of
sustainable agriculture let alone 16% of the remaining Carignane vines in Contra Costa
County are invaluable. The precipitous drop in planted acres is, in my opinion, one of'the
greatest reasons to save it and especially because this vineyard could very well be the very
best example of what this grape can do that we have anywhere here in the state.

The Stale of California needs to offer a proposal that will preserve this ancient vineyard. This
vineyard is over 100 years in the making and a proposal that preserves this historic Carignane
vineyard would be a win-win for the Slate of California, the City of Oakley, and our world
renowned California wine industry.
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From: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: David Shattuck email with attachment

Date: Wednesday, May 07,2014 11:22:51 AM
Attachments: Oaklev Vineyard Preservation Dutch Slouah.doc
Ms Finrock,

Please see the attached letter (below) for comments on the proposed Dutch Slough Tidal
Restoration Project.

Best,
David

David Shattuck

Assistant Winemaker
Clarksburg Wine Company
916-744-1751 x8007

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for
the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-acre
ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

We need to protect this vineyard for the following reasons:

« This vineyard is one ofthe best examples of a sustainably dry-fanned
vineyard. The scientific merit of preserving this vineyard cannot be overstated,
as creating dry-farmed vineyards in the current water shortage is of paramount
importance.

* The Carignane varietal should be considered endangered and must be protected.
The recent loss ofthe majority ofthis varietal makes protecting this particular
parcel of Carignane more important, as these vines have reached an age where
they produce a superior product. Furthermore, there is no option for relocating
these vines ifthe plot is destroyed that will replicate the microclimate and root
environment that produces superior wine.

« Finally, because the vineyard is still economically viable, there is the potential
to offset the additional cost to the project by selling the grapes at harvest.
Furthermore, this vineyard could become both a symbol ofurban vineyard
management and an identity for the city of Oakley.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1.178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.
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I urge youto find a solution that allows the preservation ofthis invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity ofthe
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

David Shattuck

David Shattuck

Assistant Winemaker

Clarksburg Wine Company
916-744-1751 x8007
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From: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: David Southern email with attachment

Date: Wednesday, May 07,2014 12:25:16 PM

Attachments: Letter re Dutch Slouch Restoration Protect and its impact on Jose Vineyard.pdf

From: David Southen [mailto:dsouthen@execulink.com]

Sent: Saturday, February 22, 2014 12:43 PM

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR.

Subject: Letter re Dutch Slough Restoration Project and its impact on Jose Vineyard

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| attach a letter in regard to the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| am very alarmed that the historic Jose Vineyard may be destroyed and would like to
set out my views on this matter. If my letter need be physically signed please inform
me of such and | will re-submit it.

Would you also kindly acknowledge receipt of this message?

Thank you.

Yours very truly,

David Southen

David Southen
398 Piccadilly St.
London, ON
Canada, N6A 1S7

Feb. 22,2014

Ms. Patricia Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Room 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

Re: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project

I am writing you today with great concern about the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh

Restoration Project, and in
particular about “The Jose Vineyard”
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In the Supplemental EIR PDF published by your Department, on Chapter 4.3 page 4 (or
page 137 ofthe entire
PDF) there is a paragraph as follows:

Historic-era Resources- Newly Identified
A vineyardplanted with historic vines has also been identified within the Project site.
The Jose Vineyardis
approximately 14 acres along the western edge ofthe Emerson Parcel, adjacent to
Marsh Creek, and was
originally established as a 70 acre vineyard by a Basque or Portuguese rancher
Joaquin Jose over 100years
ago. Whileformal evaluation to determine whether the vineyard qualifies as eligible
Jor listing in the
National Register or California Register has not been conducted, information exists to
suggest that the site
may qualify as historicproperty/historical resource. The SHPO concurred in
November 2013 that Jose
Vineyard is eligiblefor the National Register/ California Register under Criterion A/l
(Roland-Nawi 2013).

I am writing in regard to this magical 14 acre parcel of wine and the magnificent vines
that are growing on the

property. This vineyard is currently leased by Matt Cline ofthe “Three Wine Company”
Matt has prepared a

fact sheet about this vineyard, which [ append as Appendix | to this message.

Matt Cline does not know me from the proverbial “Adam”. But I know his wines.
Through a wine broker | have

purchased nearly 20 cases of wine over the last few years. As you have no doubt noted. [
live thousands of

miles away in London, Ontario Canada. After buying the wine, paving tax for Michigan
(this is where I have

the wines shipped), and paying for shipping I then have to drive to Michigan to pick up
the wine, and then pay a

duly ofaround 60% (yes, sixty percent - it is not a typo) to import the wine into Canada.
You may not know it,

but Ontario. Canada has a wine industry, and makes some outstanding wines of great
character. Yet I have

spent considerable time and money buying wine from the Three Wine Company. Why?
Because the vines that

arc planted at the Jose Vineyard arc unique - they truly arc the last of'its kind in the New
World.

| am involved in historical preservation in my community for a reason: you can hardly
know who you are ifyou

have no idea who you were. | fight for the preservation ofhistorical buildings and dig
into my pocket to fund

restoration projects. But architecture is not the only historical thing worth preserving:
witness your glorious

Smithsonian and the artifacts it curates. | am a member of the Smithsonian even though
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I live in a different

country. Their work is vital to the understanding of what it is to be an American (and in
the use ofthe word

“American” I expand the definition to “North American”), It is not a stretch to say that a
hortological resource

is worthy ofhistorical preservation and conservation. Indeed ecological conservation is
at the heart of what you

do. So I find it shocking that FESSRO would consider ripping up a treasure like this.

Ifyou read the attached fact sheet you will realize what a incredible resource the
vineyard is. Overall, the Wine

Institute calculated that the California wine industry has a +$50 billion annual impact on
the California

economy (and these figures are from 2006). The reference is here:
https://www.wineinstitute.org.resources/pressroom/ 120720060

Money aside though, the Jose Vineyard is a cultural resource of incredible historical
importance. It's a window

to the past, to the agricultural pioneers who founded the wine industry in the last couple
decades ofthe 19th

Century. What's more, the vineyard is still productive and produces wines of great
character. Further, the grape

varieties are rare: when is the last time that you had a bottle of Old Vine Carignane? As
Matt points out, these

vines provide a valuable reference to winemakers who can benchmark new plantings
only by comparing them

to the past.

As far as environmental stewardship goes, the Jose Vineyard is farmed sustainably:
“Because this vineyard is non-irrigated andfarmed sustainably, it is a model that shows
we can coexist within

our environment. This vineyard represents a map for the public and our future

generations offarmers and

winemakers tofollow which will show we can live and grow ourfoods together with

preserving our sensitive

environmental ecosystems. (From Page | - Malt Cline’s fact sheet)

My wife and family celebrated Christmas this year in California, and the reason why we
chose to go to

California was because of'the wine. In Canada I am a big booster of California wines,
and in my choice of

places to travel. I put my money where my mouth is. We love California and I would
hate to think that a State

Department would wage war on such a rarity.

The wines that Malt Cline produces from Jose Vineyard are extraordinary, and I am
pleased to have some in my

wine cellar. I am outraged and distressed, though, that I may never again be able to
enjoy the fruit ofthe vine

that Joaquin Jose planted so many years ago, and perplexed that FESSRO would
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contemplate cultural and
historical “herbicide”

Please prevent this monumental error from happening and exclude the Jose Vineyard
from the Dutch Slough
Restoration Project.

Yours very truly,

David Southen

Historic Carignane Vineyard Preservation Threatened By Dutch Slough
Restoration Project

Fact Sheet January 21, 2014

Prepared By Matt Cline

Reasons for Vineyard Preservation

1. This ancient vineyard needs to remain intact as a living museum for our world
renowned California wine industry

now, and to inspire our winemakers and viticulturists in the future.

2. It preserves a natural pre-historic sand-dune (up-land habitat) within this wetlands
restoration project as open

space. This open space enhances the overall wetlands project and the Bay-Della
ecosystem. Historically, these

upland habitats were also a dominant feature in and around these wetlands.

3. Provides a starting point for future vineyard preservation projects and gives a civic
identity to the City of Oakley.

Development in and around other ancient vineyards in the future could be done in a way
that preserves the

vines and rural character that they provide. This would make Oakley a more desirable
location to live which

might spur higher end housing and therefore a higher tax base. This may ensure that the
current owners of’

these properties will continue to maintain a high re-sale potential use for their land. This
is a very complicated

issue but there already seems be interest in preserving old vines and agriculture within
our urban growth areas

locally, at the slate level, and nationwide.

4. Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the
Department of Water Resources

is interested in the quality oflife not only for its citizens, but for the environment as
well. The DWR’s focus on

habitat restoration is important but this vineyard is important as well. Because this
vineyard is non-irrigated and

farmed sustainably, it is a model that shows we can coexist within our environment. This
vineyard represents a

map for the public and our future generations of fanners and winemakers to follow
which will show we can live

and grow our foods together with preserving our sensitive environmental ecosystems.

5. This ancient vineyard, because of'its historic and scientific value, including the
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ecological lessons of dryfarming,

will be an interesting and educational focal point for the public to see as they wander
through the

restored wet lands. There is also interest in providing an educational opportunity to
middle and high school

children which would expose them to an agricultural learning experience.

Future Uses of the Vineyard

1. This vineyard could be used to generate revenue.

2. Volunteer docents from 501(c)(3) organizations such as The American Wine Society’,
The Historical Vineyard

Society', and others would be willing to provide pre-scheduled on-sight tours since these
organizations have an

educational purpose in their by-laws. These tours could coincide with either the Heart of
Oakley Festival or the

Harvest Festival. Local growers and winemakers that are utilizing Oakley fruit should
also be willing to educate

the public about the value ofold vines.

3. The vineyard can be the focal point of a community' park that focuses on our local
agricultural roots. A

“community farm” can be built on part ofthe property around the Emerson Dairy that
will be acquired as a

result ofthe development. The local agricultural industry' and grocery' store chains might
be interested in

corporate sponsorship of a “community farm”.

4. Local 4H Chapters can conduct pruning demonstration projects teaching the art of spur
pruning on head trained

vines. Then conducting a fun “pruning competition" with the project attendees.

1
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5. Produce a community wine label that can be used for local events.

6. The Vineyard site could be used for charity events on a limited basis such as a catered
lunch with wine tasting.

Vineyard Site & Varietal Historical Information

Archaeological data and discussions with Stan Emerson indicates that the vineyard
located on the west edge ofthe

Emerson parcel that is now part of the Dutch Slough Salt Marsh Restoration Project was
established by Joaquin

Jose sometime in the late 1800's and is most likely between 120 and 125 years old.
Joaquin Jose was a Portuguese

subsistence farmer from Madeira Island who had fruit trees and row crops as well. The
vineyard was planted on a

natural ““upland habitat" which is a rare but important formation within tidal wetlands.
Most all ofthese formations

have been destroyed throughout the Sacramento Delta aller the levees were built. The
vineyard is planted to the

Carignane varietal which itselfhas become quite rare here in California. At one time this
grape represented about 30%
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ofall the red-wine grapes in all growing regions ofthe state. The majority of'the vines
were planted in the Central Valley

and used to make inexpensive box and jug wines. In 1974 California had only 30.700
acres of Carignane but that total

has dropped to only 2,547 bearing acres in 2012 with 744 acres disappearing from the
previous year- (mostly from the

Lodi Region-District 11). In District 6 which includes Contra Costa County there is only
87 acres left in 2012 with the

Emerson parcel representing 16% of'that total. Most ofthe surviving quality vineyards
of Carignane mainly exist here in

Oakley, Sonoma County, and Redwood Valley in Mendocino County. The reasons for
this decline in popularity include

the 12 years of Prohibition (1921 -1933) which resulted in the loss ofall the smaller
wineries which were and are today

the innovators of our industry, but it was our industries marketing strategy over the last
50 years or so of varietal

labeling that had the biggest influence. Using a single grape name reduced the number of
varietal options we have

today. As the wine market changed, we choose to only market a hand full of French
varietals such as Cabernet

Sauvignon, Chardonnay, and Pinot Noir that were not part of California’s original
planting. These "branded varietals” will

be hard to knock offtheir pedestals but the recent interest in blended red wines, over the
last ten years, is encouraging.

The Emerson Vineyard and most of'the ancient vineyards surrounding Oakley are world
class vineyards and have played

a significant role in California’s viticultural history. In February 2013, the California
Legislature unanimously passed

House Resolution No. 9 which was introduced by Assembly member Daly and co-
authored by Assembly member Jim

Frazier among others. Here is the link to his amendment:
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill id=201320140HR9.
Carignane (and all of'its various synonyms and enunciations) worldwide is number two
in red wine production. It is such

a dominate grape because yields of 10-15 tons per acre arc easy to attain due to its
vigorous growing characteristics. In

general, efforts to restrain yields usually results in higher quality. This vineyard is a
model for how to grow productive

crops sustainably while also being dry farmed. Most of the time, this variety is blended
with Mourvédre, Syrah, and

Grenache (among others). It is grown predominately dry-farmed in most countries where
it grows.

Vineyard Production

I have leased the ancient 14-acre Carignane vineyard on the Emerson parcel either
directly from Stan Emerson or subleased

it from Brent Gilbert for the past 25 years. The vineyard is still economically productive.
The last eight year

harvest totals arc:

Vintage Tons

2006 30.95
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2007 75.88

2
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2008 47.54

2009 72.96

2010 67.06

2011 64.25

2012 53.66

2013 61.00

This is an average of 59.16 tons per year. The yearly variations in yields are consistent
with the alternate bearing nature

of'most grape varietals. The 2006 vintage is an outlier due mainly to a poor crop set
because of'the weather during

bloom. Overall, the yield over the past 8 years is an average of4.2 tons per acre. The
block is not uniform though. The

southwest corner is not producing because of the lack of vines. The crop along the west
side along Marsh Creek is

particularly productive due to the heavier soil type and has been harvested early for
export to Japan and for a rosé.

Stylistically, the huger yielding vines work well for the Japanese export market because
they can be bottled early and at

lower alcohol levels. That is not to say they can't make full-throttle California style reds
ifleft to ripen on the vine a little

longer. The cast halfofthe field produces arguably some of the best Carignane anywhere
in the world. The Delhi Sand

series results in reductions of'the vines vigor and average yields per vine.
‘Winemaking

Juice yields for Oakley Carignane can be between 180 - 195 gallons per ton. All of'the
grapes are used in no less than 6

different blends including a Carignane Rosé, a traditional Oakley field blend of
Zinfandel, Carignane, and Mataro

(Mourvédre) that is supported by smaller quantities of Petite Sirah, Alicante Bouschet,
and Black Malvoisie (Cinsault), a

traditional Old Vines (varietal) Zinfandel, two red blends that are 60%-85% produced
from these grapes and exported to

Japan, and even a rare varietal bottling all from this block.

Summary

The vineyard can co-exist with this wetlands restoration project because it was planted
before the levees were installed;

therefore these vines will survive the process of re-flooding the surrounding acreage.
While the state is intent on

converting this vineyard that stands on a natural upland environment to additional
wetlands, some natural uplands are

also being restored as this one should be as well. The value as a living museum and as
an example of sustainable

agriculture let alone 16% ofthe remaining Carignane vines in Contra Costa County arc
invaluable. The precipitous drop
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in planted acres is, in my opinion, one ofthe greatest reasons to save it and especially
because this vineyard could very

well be the very' best example ofwhat this grape can do that we have anywhere here in
the state.

The State of California needs to offer a proposal that will preserve this ancient vineyard.
This vineyard is over 100 years

in the making and a proposal that preserves this historic Carignane vineyard would be a
win-win for the State of

California, the City of Oakley, and our world renowned California wine industry.
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From: Lind Yancy A - BEND OR

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Cc: Yancv Lind

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project Supplemental EIR
Date: Wednesday, February 12,2014 3:00:27 PM

February 12, 2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento,CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

I am writing to comment on Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project Supplemental EIR and to
urge the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened

by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving world class

vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

lam an environmentalist. | am currently the Upper Deschutes River Steward for the Native Fish
Society, Conservation Chair of Central Oregon Flyfishers, and active in other organizations focused
on restoring flows in rivers, streams, and waterways. | have been involved in legislating, funding,

and staffing many habitat restoration projects and understand the need for them.

lam also a wine drinker and have been drinking wines made from the grapes grown in this
vineyard for over 20 years. These grapes make rare and wonderful wines. Surely, a balance

between environmental restoration and preserving unique vineyards can be accomplished.
Respectfully,

Yancy Lind
3031 NW Shevlin Meadow Dr.
Bend OR 97701

yancy_lind@yahoo.com

Yancy Lind, CRPC®

Lind | White Group

Senior Financial Advisor | Vice President

Merrill Lynch Global Wealth Management

541-312-6821 1888-312-6821 (toll free)

yancy_lind@ml.com | www fa.ml.com/lind_white | NMLS # 590176
“The interest of our customers must come first.” - Charles E. Merill
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This message, and any attachments, is for the intended recipient(s) only, may

contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or proprietary and subject to
important terms and conditions available at

http://www.bankofamerica.com/emaildisclaimer. If you are not the intended
recipient, please delete this message.
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From: Cindie Gillaspie

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Thursday, February 20,2014 6:21:01 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| 'am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental
Impact Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to
urge the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard
(Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest
surviving world class vineyards in California, the United States, and
certainly in the New World.

This ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable
living viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of
maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,
Cindie Gillaspie
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From: sharon thygesen

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Thursday, February 20,2014 7:22:37 PM

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Patricia.Finfrock@water.ca.gov
Dear Ms. Finfrock:

[ am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for
the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the 14-acre

ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan,

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving world

class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the
Department of Water Resources

is interested in the quality of life not only for its citizens, but for the environment as well,
The DWR's focus on

habitat restoration is important but this vineyard is important as well. Because this vineyard
is non-irrigated and

farmed sustainably, it is a model that shows we can coexist within our environment. This
vineyard represents a

map for the public and our future generations of farmers and winemakers to follow which
will show we can live

and grow our foods together with preserving our sensitive environmental ecosystems.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

[ urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity of the

Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,
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Sharon Thygesen
4053 Lambert Rd
El Sobrante, CA 94803
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From: frankspinelli@comcast.net

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: DUTCH SLOUGH TIDAL RESTORATION PROJECT PRESERVATION OF 14-ACRE ANCIENT VINES
Date: Thursday, March 06,2014 5:33:20 PM

March 6, 2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Patricia.Finfrock@water.ca.gov
Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for
the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-acre
ancient vine carignane vineyard, (Emerson Parcel), threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one ofthe longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World. As I stated at our
February Oakley City Council Meeting, this vineyard needs to be preserved. This vineyard
has been in existence longer than any ofus. We love the restoration project and what it
brings, but you should not have to take history away to bring history back. This vineyard has
shown over the last 100 plus years that it can survive within marsh lands.

We need to protect this vineyard because this ancient vineyard represents part of our history
here in Oakley and is only 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178 acres included in the Dutch Slough

Restoration Project.

I urge you to find a way that allows the preservation of'this vineyard which has been
proven it can co-exist with an integral part of'the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,
Frank Spinelli

17 Macy Lane
Oakley California 94561
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From: Gary Layagnino

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Sough

Date: Thursday, Februay 20,2014 5:25:51 PM

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office
(FESSRO)

1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| 'am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental
Impact Report

for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the
preservation of the 14-

acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current

proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest
surviving world

class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New
World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

It is historically unique, and its just simple farmland rows of
vineyards, soil, and other components of nature.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the
proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable
living

viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining
the integrity
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of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta
Sincerely,

Gary Lavagnino

131 Renee Court

El Sobrante, CA 94303-3134

garylavagnino@yahoo.com
(510) 222-4457
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From: Ed follis
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: EIR - Emerson Parcel

Date: Sunday, March 02, 2014 12:45:14 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

T am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental
Impact Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge
the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson
Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest
surviving world class vineyards in California, the United States, and
certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the City of Oakley is
interested in the quality of life not only for its citizens, but for the
environment as well. The DWR's focus on habitat is important but this
vineyard is very special and unique. Because this vineyard is non-irrigated
and is farmed sustainably, it is a model that will show that we can coexist
within our environment and can show the public and future generations
farmers how we need to live and grow,

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the
proposed 1,178 acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

T urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this

invaluable living viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral
part of maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.
Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

Ed Follis
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From: Beth Beaullieu
To: FkPetcagDIR

Subject: EIR response

Date: Tuesday, March 04, 2014 10:57:58 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation
of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving
world class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New
World. This ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project..Please protect this vineyard.

| join many in the wine industry who are aware of the uniqueness of this land, and
urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
viticulturel museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the
integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Beth Beaullieu
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From: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR
Subject: Gary Cline email with attachment
Date: Wednesday, May 07,2014 12:25:18 PM
Attachments: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Proiect.pdf
images001emz
image002.png
oledata.mso

From: Gary Cline [mailto:gecclinel01@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2014 6:11 PM

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project

Dear Ms. Unfrock,
Please see attached letter regarding my comments on the above referenced project.

Sincerely,
Gary
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From: Balik, Barbara

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

Subject: Historic Vineyard Preservation & Dutch Slough Supplemental EIR
Date: Monday, February 10,2014 5:49:08 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

[am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the
Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine
carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an historic example of one of the longest surviving world class vineyards in
California. Itis irreplaceable, an its importance to the United States and even to the New World of
wines and vineyards cannot be overstated.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

1. This ancient vineyard needs to remain intact as an inspirational living museum for our
world renowned California wine industry now.

2. This open space that will remain preserved enhances the overall wetlands project and
the Bay-Delta ecosystem.

3. Development in and around other ancient vineyards in the future could be done in a
way that preservesthe vinesand rural character that
they provide.

4. Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the
Department of Water Resources is interested in the quality of life not only for its
citizens, but for the environment as well. Because this vineyard is non-irrigated and
farmed sustainably, it is a model that shows we can coexist within our environment.
This vineyard representsa map for the public and our future generationsof farmers
and winemakers to follow which will show we can live and grow our foods together
with preserving our sensitive environmental ecosystems.

5. This ancient vineyard, because of its historic and scientific value, including the
ecological lessons of dry- farming, will be an interesting and educational focal
point for the public to see as they wander through the restored wet lands.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project and can be used to generate future revenue.

I urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-

San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,
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Barbara Balik

Director of Special Giving

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

4929 Wilshire. Blvd., Ste. 760

Los Angeles, CA 90010

Phone: 323.939.0758

Fax: 323.939.5046

bbalik@cff.org
www.californiawinemasters.org

Join us 5/17/14 at Warner Bros. Studios

25th ANNIVERSARY BASH!!
SKYPE: Barbara.Baliki

Please think GREEN

DISCLAIMER: This e-mail may contain confidential information, which may be
protected by applicable privileges, and may constitute non-public information. It is
intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipients) of the message. If you
are notan intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender.
Unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this message is
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
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From: FifockPeica@DUR

To: Firfok Paida@OIR

Subject: Jason Price email with attachment

Date: Wednesday, May 07,2014 1:01:37 PM

Attachments: Historic Vineyard Preservation & Dutch Slouch Supplemental EIR.pdf

From: Jason Price [mailto:pricej337@gmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, March 06, 2014 9.01 PM

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

Subject: Public Comment Historic Vineyard Preservation & Dutch Slough Supplemental EIR

Hello Patty,
Please see attached for my comments regarding this project.
Thank you,
Jason Price

March 6. 2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)

1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

[ am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for
the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-acre
ancient vine Carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.
This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of'the longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

Once representing about 30 % of all red wine grape varieties planted in California,
Carignane as 0f 2012. has dropped to only 2,547 bearing acres (87 acres in Contra Costa
County  16% represented by the Emerson parcel). Eliminating this essential Carignane
source would significantly handcuffthe production of some ofthe most unique and
historically significant varietally labeled and blended red wines coming out of Contra Costa
County.

This ancient vineyard serves as a living museum for California's renowned wine industry
inspiring not only myself, but many in wine production and viticulture. Because of'its
historic, scientific, and ecological values maintaining this vineyard would continue to provide
an interesting and educational focal point for the public to see as they visit the restored wet
lands. Preservation of'the vineyard would educate the public as an agricultural learning
experience due to the dry fanning practices employed on this parcel. Sustainable farming
through non-irrigation models for future generations our potential to coexist with our
environment while producing quality grapes.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1.178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project. I urge you to find a solution that allows the
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preservation of this invaluable living viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral
part of maintaining the integrity ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Jason Price
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From: FofockPalice@OVR

To: FifockPatiia@DIR

Subject: Jason Price letter with attachment
Date: Wednesday, May 07, 2014 10:56:46 AM

March 6, 2014

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the
Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-acre ancient vine
Carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of'the longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

Once representing about 30 % ofall red wine grape varieties planted in California,
Carignane as 0f2012, has dropped to only 2,547 bearing acres (87 acres in Contra Costa County'
16% represented by the Emerson parcel). Eliminating this essential Carignane source would
significantly handcuffthe production of some of the most unique and historically significant
varietally labeled and blended red wines coming out of Contra Costa County.

This ancient vineyard serves as a living museum for California’s renowned wine industry
inspiring not only myself, but many in wine production and viticulture. Because ofits historic,
scientific, and ecological values maintaining this vineyard would continue to provide an interesting
and educational focal point for the public to see as they visit the restored wet lands. Preservation of
the vineyard would educate the public as an agricultural learning experience due to the dry fanning
practices employed on this parcel. Sustainable fanning through non-irrigation models for future
generations our potential to coexist with our environment while producing quality grapes.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project. I urge you to find a solution that allows the
preservation ofthis invaluable living viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part
of' maintaining the integrity ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Jason Price
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From: Finfrock Patricia@DWR

To: Finfrock Patricia@DWR

Subject: Keat Lexa email with attachment

Date: Wednesday, May 07, 2014 12:30:18 PM
Attachments; Letter Oakley Vineyard Preservation Dutch Slouah.pdf

From: Keat Lexa [mailto:dlexais@comcast.net]

Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 5:40 PM

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

Subject: Comments: Supplemental EIR for the wetlands project in Oakley

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

EMAIL /must be received by March 7. 2014]

Patricia.Finfrock@water.ca.gov

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-
acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of'the longest surviving world
class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

I think if an accord was reached with the other parties rather than a taking, possibly a
conservation easement might preserve both a worthwhile vineyard and a bit of California
history and even serve a local history education purpose as well.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

I urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of'this invaluable living
viticulturel museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity
ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Keat Lexa

459 Pheasant Lane

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

(707) 480-6213
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From: Mark Bologna
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 4:10:34 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation
of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving
world class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New

World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

As the owner of a small wine shop in Connecticut, It is important to preserve this
vines and area so there can still be some integrity in California wines. There is
obviously a better quality wine from vines that have been around longer and that
can not be replaced.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed
1,178 acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the
integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Mark Bologna
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From: Finfrock, ptrfcia@DWR

To: Finfrock,Patikia@DWR

Subject: Michele and Bill White email with attachment

Date: Wednesday, May 07, 2014 12:31:18 PM
Attachments: Letter Oaklev Vineyard Preservation Dutch Slouah.doc

From: Michele or Bill White [mailto:bwshoes@yahoo.com)]

Sent: Monday, February 10, 2014 10:15 AM

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

Subject: Historic Carignane Vineyard Preservation Threatened By Dutch Slough Restoration Project

Ms. Finfrock please see that attached letter, thank you

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

February 10 2014

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for
the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-acre
ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.
This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one ofthe longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World. Ibis ancient
vineyard represents merely 14 acres of'the proposed 1,178 acres included in the Dutch Slough
Restoration Project.

The State of California needs to offer a proposal that will preserve this ancient vineyard. This
vineyard is over 100 years in the making and a proposal that preserves this historic Carignane
vineyard would be a win-win for the State of California, the City of Oakley, and our world
renowned California wine industry.

[ urge youto find a solution that allows the preservation of'this invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part ofmaintaining the integrity of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Bill and Michele White
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Historic Carignane Vineyard Preservation Threatened By Dutch Slough Restoration Project
Fact Sheet - January 21.2014
Prepared By Matt Cline

1. This ancient vineyard needs to remain intact as a living museum for our world renowned California wine indus!
now, and to inspire our winemakers and viticulturists in the future.

2. It preserves a natural pre-historic sand-dune (up-land habitat) within this wetlands restoration project as open
space. This open space enhances the overall wetlands project and the Bay-Delta ecosystem. Historically, these
upland habitats were also a dominant feature in and around these wetlands.

3. Provides a starting point for future vineyard preservation projects and gives a civic identity to the City of Oakley
Development in and around other ancient vineyards In the future could be done in a way that preserves the
vines and rural character that they provide. This would make Oakley a more desirable location to live which
might spur higher end housing and therefore a higher tax base. This may ensure that the current owners of
these properties will continue to maintain a high re-sale potential use for their land. This is a very complicated
issue but there already seems be interest in preserving old vines and agriculture within our urban growth areas
locally, at the state level, and nationwide.

4. Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the Department of Water Resource
is interested in the quality of life not only for its citizens, but for the environmentas well. The DWR's focus on
habitat restoration is important but this vineyard is important as well. Because this vineyard Is non-irrigated an
farmed sustainably, it is a model that shows we can coexist within our environment. This vineyard represents a
map for the public and our future generations of farmers and winemakers to follow which will show we can live
and grow our foods together with preserving our sensitive environmental ecosystems.

5. This ancient vineyard, because of its historic and scientific value, including the ecological lessons of dry
farming, will be an interesting and educational focal point for the public to see as they wander through the
restored wet lands. There is also interest in providing an educational opportunity to middle and high school
children which would expose them to an agricultural learning experience.

Future Uses of the Vineyard
1. This vineyard could be used to generate revenue.

2. Volunteer docents from 501(c)(3) organizations such as The American Wine Society, The Historical Vineyard
Society, and others would be willing to provide pre-scheduled on-sight tours since these organizations have an
educational purpose in their by-laws. These tours could coincide with either the Heart of Oakley Festival or the
Harvest Festival. Local growers and winemakers that are utilizing Oakley fruit should also be willing to educate
the public about the value of old vines.

3. The vineyard can be the focal point of a community park that focuses on our local agricultural roots. A
“"community farm” can be builton part ofthe property around the Emerson Dairy that will be acquired asa
result ofthe development The local agricultural industry and grocery store chains might be interested in

corporate sponsorship of a "community farm”

4. Local 4H Chapters can conduct pruning demonstration projects teaching the art of spur pruning on head trainee
vines. Then conducting a fun "pruning competition” with the project attendees.
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From: elseikel@gmail.com on behalf of Fd Seikel
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Oakley Vineyard Preservation

Date: Thursday, March 06, 2014 11:04:24 AM

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation
of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

While | am an avid outdoor enthusiast and am always excited to hear about new
projects providing communities with increased access to parks and other natural
habitats, including the proposed Dutch Slough Project, this ancient vineyard is an
irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving vineyards in the New
World. It represents barely 1% of the acres included in the Dutch Slough
Restoration Project, and would prove to be an Incredible asset not only for historical,
scientific, or educational purposes, but as an example for future vineyard
preservation projects as well as to the community itself.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integrai part of maintaining the
integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Thank you very much for your time, and | truly hope a compromise can be found.
Dr. Edward Seikel

Lab Manager

Clarksburg Wine Company
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From Lee Benz
To: Finfrock Patricia@DWR

ce: kellythreewine00@yahoo.com

Subject: Petition to the EIR with Supplemental EIR Public Comments - Lee Bene
Dele: Sunday, March 02, 2014 3:56:51 PM

Attachments: Three Wire company-Petition against the EIR.docx

Dear Ms, Finfrock,

Because your website has a problem, | am submitting my comments directly
and have done a screen print of the filled out petition form

Supplemental FIR Public: Comments

I have long been a wine purchaser and customer of three Wine Company and
Wine Access Company who have made wonderful and unique wine from these
ancient Carignane Vines and grapes. This Vineyard should absolutely not be
destroyed for this project unless itis proven that they cannot co-exist.

Sincerely,

Lee EBenz
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From: Land, Hartmut

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Please save ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel)
Date: Sunday, March 02, 2014 2:04:04 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation
of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving
world class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New
World.

This ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project and much deserves to be protected
| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
viticulturel museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the
integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,
Hartmut Land

195 Hollywood Ave
Rochester, NY 14618
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From: Peter Heinecke

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Please Save Oakley Carignone Vineyard
Date: Saturday, February 22, 2014 12:58:49 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing to request that you and the State of California work to preserve the Oakley
Carignone Vineyard

This letter is in response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Dutch
Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project. I ask that you work to preserve the 14-acre ancient
vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of'the longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World. It is a rich
representative of California’s agriculture Heritage.

Importantly, it is economically viable currently and its presence can only help to enhance the
surrounding economy and properties.

[ urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of'this invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

PeterS. Heinecke

Peter Heinecke

30 Hill St.
San Francisco, CA 94110

116

116



Dutch Slough Tidal Mardi Restoration Project Final Supplemental EIR
Appendices to Comments and Responses

Kelley Golde
Foom: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR
Subject: public comment ing the tal Envi Impact Report for the Dutch Stough Tidal Marsh
Restoration Reject
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 20148:54:44 AM

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

1 am writing in response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh
Restoration Project. | fully support the preservation ofthis valuable and historic vineyard. It is dry- farmed, and
therefore. is a great example of sustainable agriculture. It represents a significant percentage ofthe Carignane in Contra

Costa County (14 ofonly 87 acres) and produces excellent wine.

It's a shame the vineyard can't be part ofa community center orborder the future wetlands, so that visitors could read

and learn about this historic gem.

1 urge you to save this 14 acre ancient vineyard on the Emerson Parcel. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Kelley Golde

kelley3@gmail.com
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From: Chuck & Bobbi Gee

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Response to Supplemental EIR - Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Thursday, March 06, 2014 8:30:27 AM

March 7, 2014

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation
of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

This vineyard was planted in the 1880's and produces one of California’s most
rare but historically significant grapes, Carignane.

The vineyard on the Emerson Parcel uses very unique sustainable farming
method and is dry farmed.

These ancient vines are an historical example of sustainable agriculture.

This vineyard was planted on a sand dune well before the levees and is above
the floodplain that needs to be restored. Ifthe DWR is only trying to restore the
tidal marshland there is no reason why both cannot coexist.

This ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
museum and protect and preserve the viticulture history that California has built.

Sincerely,

Barbara Gee

9340 Los Lagos Circle
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Granite Bay, CA 95746

(916) 259-1225
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From: kimmarkz@comcast.net
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Save Oakley Vineyard Preservation Dutch Slough
Date: Tuesday, March 04, 2014 1:03:17 PM

To: Patricia.Finfrock@waterca.gov

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| 'am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation
of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving
world class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because preserving our California history is
something we must to for the ages. These vines are the artifact of our California
predecessors and hold tales of immigration, culture, prosperity and life in California.
This ancient vineyard needs to remain intact as a living museum for our world
renowned California wine industry now, and to inspire our winemakers and
viticulturists in the future.

Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the
Department of Water Resources is interested in the quality of life not only for its
citizens, but for the environment as well. The DWR's focus on habitat restoration is
important but this vineyard is important as well. Because this vineyard is non-irrigated
and farmed sustainably, itis a model that shows we can coexist within our
environment. This vineyard represents a map for the public and our future
generations of farmers and winemakers to follow which will show we can live and
grow our foods together with preserving our sensitive environmental ecosystems.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed
1,178 acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the

integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

120

120


mailto:kimmarkz@comcast.net
mailto:Patricia._Finfrock@waterca.aov

Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project Final Supplemental EIR
Appendices to Comments and Responses

Kimberley C. Zembsch
kimmarkz@comcast.net
10 Hammond Place, Moraga, CA 94556
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From: karen legrand@googlemail.com on behalf of Karen LeGrand
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Save the Lucchesi Vineyard

Date: Monday, March 03, 20148:10:53 AM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation
of the 14-acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving
world class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New
World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

The vineyard can be the focal point of a community park that focuses on our local
agricultural roots. California's rich heritage and reputation as a premier wine
producing region can be promoted. A "community farm" can be built on part of the
property around the Emerson Dairy that will be acquired as a result of the
development. The local agricultural industry and grocery store chains might be
interested in corporate sponsorship of a "community farm".

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed
1,178 acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

| urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living
viticulture) museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the
Integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Karen LeGrand

Karen LeGrand

Ph.D. Candidate

Department of Food Science
& Technology

Robert Mondavi Institute for
Wine & Food Science

University of California, Davis
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fn jennymcmahon@comcast.net
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Saving Old Vines Emerson Parcel

Date: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 2:10:48 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation ofthe 14-
acre ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current
proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one ofthe longest surviving world
class vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

Provides a starting point for future vineyard preservation projects and gives a civic identity to
the City of Oakley. Development in and around other ancient vineyards in the future could
be done in a way that preserves the vines and rural character that they provide. This would
make Oakley a more desirable location to live which might spur higher end housing and
therefore a higher tax base. This may ensure that the current owners of these properties will
continue to maintain a high re-sale potential use for their land. This is a very complicated
issue but there already seems be interest in preserving old vines and agriculture within our
urban growth areas locally, at the state level, and nationwide.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178
acres included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

I urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of'this invaluable living
viticulturel museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity
ofthe Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Jenny McMahon
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From: Todd Heth

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: saving our heritage

Date: Friday, March 07, 2014 2:16:42 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

Tam writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the
Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine
carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because;

It is part of our cultural and environmental heritage.

This vineyard preserves a natural pre-historic sand-dune within this wetlands restoration project
as open space. This open space enhances the overall wetlands project and the Bay-Delta
ecosystem. Historically, these habitats were also a dominant feature in and around the wetland
regions.

Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the City of Oakley is interested in the quality of
life not only for its citizens, but for the environment as well. The DWR's focus on habitat is
important but this vineyard is very special and unique. Because this vineyard is non-irrigated and is
farmed sustainably, it is a model that will show that we can coexist within our environment and

can show the public and future generations farmers how we need to live and grow.

This ancient vineyard needs to remain intactas a living museum for our world renowned California
wine industry now, and to inspire our future winemakers and viticulturists.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

[urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-
San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Todd Heth
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From: Chris Wessendorf

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: SEIR for Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 3:50:39 PM

Ms, Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th Street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for
the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of'the 14-acre
ancient vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

Ibis vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one ofthe longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because:

The Carignane varietal has become quite rare here in California. At one time this grape
represented about 30% ofall the red-wine grapes in all growing regions of the state. The
majority ofthe vines were planted in the Central Valley and used to make inexpensive box
and jug wines.

In 1974 California had only 30,700 acres of Carignane but that total has dropped to only
2,547 bearing acres in 2012 with 744 acres disappearing from the previous year (mostly from
the Lodi Region-District 11).

In District 6 which includes Contra Costa County there is only 87 acres left in 2012 with the
Emerson parcel representing 16% ofthat total. Most ofthe surviving quality vineyards of
Carignane mainly exist here in Oakley, Sonoma County, and Redwood Valley in Mendocino
County. This ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres ofthe proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

I urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of'this invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity ofthe
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Della.

Sincerely,

Mr. Chris Wessendorf

9272 Deddington Way

Sacramento CA 95829
(916) 708 2354
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From: Dawne Sacchetti

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Tidal Marsh Restoration Project - Vinevard Preservation
Date: Friday, February 28,2014 9:53:33 AM

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

[am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the
Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the 14-acre Ancient Vine
Carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States.

We need to protect this vineyard because the Emerson Vineyard and most of the ancient vineyards
surrounding Oakley are world class vineyards and have played a significant role in California's
viticultural history.

Preserving this historic vineyard would show that the State of California and the Department of
Water Resources is interested in the quality of life not only for its citizens, but for the environment
as well. The DWR's focus on habitat restoration is important but this vineyard is important as well.
Because this vineyard is non-irrigated and farmed sustainably, it is a model that shows we can
coexist within our environment.

In District 6 which includes Contra Costa County there is only 87 acres of Carignane left in 2012,
with the Emerson parcel representing 16% of that total. The value as a living museum and as an
example of sustainable agriculture let alone 16% of the remaining Carignane vines in Contra Costa
County are invaluable. The precipitous drop in planted acres is, in myopinion, one of the greatest
reasons to save it and especially because this vineyard could very well be the very best example of
what this grape can do that we have anywhere here in the state.

On a personal note, | started my wine career sampling grapes in this vineyard, so it has some
personal significance. | researched the Carignane grape many years ago and still possess an affinity
for this grape that began in this particular property. | have also taught others about this unique
grape variety, simply by exploring this special vineyard.

This ancient vineyard needs to remain intactas a living museum for our world renowned California
wine industry now, and to inspire our winemakers and viticulturists in the future.

In conclusion, this ancient vineyard represents merely 14 acres of the proposed 1,178 acres
included in the Dutch Slough Restoration Project.

[urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living viticultural
museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-
San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

Dawne Sacchetti
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Winemalker-Chateau Diana
6195 Dry Creek Road
Healdsburg, CA 95448

P (707) 433-6992

F (707) 431-1740
dawnes@chatequd.com
http://www.chateaud.com/

127

127


mailto:dawnes@chatequd.com
httD://www.chateaud.com/

Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project Final Supplemental EIR
Appendices to Comments and Responses

From: Douq Beckett
To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: unique andent Carignane vineyard

Date: Wednesday. February 19, 201412:42:40 PM

Ms. Patty Finfrock

Department of Water Resources

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office (FESSRO)
1416 9th street, Suite 1623

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

| am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the
Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine
carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

Thisvineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because it has no negative effect on the lands surrounding the
vineyard, it is a part of the history of California winemaking and a source of revenue for a cash
strapped California. To remove this vineyard, which represents less than one percent of the total
acreage under consideration makes absolutely no sense what so ever. [ hope the vineyard will be
allowed to stay and remain a part of California history.

Sincerely,
Doug Beckett

Count yourlife by smites not tears, count your age byfriends, not years, and remember we do not
quit playing because we grow old.... we grow oldbecause we quitplaying"

Doug Beckett-Vintner
Peachy Canyon Winery

2025 Nacimiento Lake Dr.
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Phone: (805) 237-1577 Ext. 11
Cell: (805) 431-9234
dougt@peachycanyon.com
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From: Jody Purdom

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Vineyard Preservation vs. Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 2:36:38 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh
Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the 14-acre ancient
vine carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the
current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the
longest surviving world class vineyards in California, the United
States, and certainly in the New World.

We need to protect this vineyard because in addition to being its
historic, unique and sustainable, it forms part of the lifeblood of
my friend’s winemaking business. While this may not seem like an
acceptable or important enough reason, I can assure you that their
many friends and family feel quite differently. When [ first met the
Clines, they were one ofthe only winemaking families in Northern
California that was producing Carignane. And fine wines the
Clines have made from this incredible grape. Destroying these
vines not only takes away a part of California’s history, it robs a
business ofa large part of its potential revenue. I'm sure that you
will agree that viticulture and winemaking are difficult businesses
to sustain - not the glamorous pastime portrayed in the
entertainment industry. Plowing this vineyard under makes itjust
a little bit harder for this small business to compete.

Again, while you may not feel that my comments are valid, think
of your own business and whether it could sustain a hit of this
nature. Pulling out this vineyard not only robs California ofa part
ofits valuable root stock, it also robs a small business ofa part of
its livelihood.

With that in mind, please, I urge you, to make the right choice.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.
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Sincerely,

Jody Purdom
707-637-7325
Jjpurdom@mac.com
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From: Gary Marguart

To: FifniPaiagOIR

Subject: 14 acres.

Date: Friday, March 07, 2014 10:10:04 AH

Vines 129 years old, and still producing Does nobody realize the historic significance
of that?

Most commercial California vineyards would have ripped them out and replanted
them, in the interests of volume over quality, four times or more in that period.

Cline asks for no water. No compromise in the project -- except that his 14 acres
remain as is. Plant whatever you like around them. Bring back the natural wildlife
and habitat. Although, after 129 years, his vines are close to "natural” as
that which nature provides.

| am an environmentalist. Those who stripped the land of Ponderosas should be
hung, at public ceremony, complete with beer, barbeque, and cotton candy for the
kids.

But | am also a preservationist. The replacement of "old growth neighborhoods"
with strip malls and palatial estates on miniscule lots is anathema. The very best
small town governments In, say, New England see their principal duty as resisting
the economic lures to change, to keep the centuries-old neighborhoods unchanged
as a living history that continues to provide for our future.

The court case is today. Matt Cline’s 14 acres can be set aside, as a State (and,
eventually, National) historic site, and should — no, must — be preserved, examples
of an essential part of California's heritage.

Destroying them is bureaucracy run amok, the product of those to whom
"coexistence" and "cooperation" signifies failure. It isn't. It is intelligent planning,
across otherwise competing interests, that achieves win-win.

Don't let those so singularly focused on one mission destroy our heritage. Prevent
this. | beg of you.

Gary Marquart
ex Oakland Hills
now retired in Austin, TX: Social security doesn't buy much In the SF Bay area.
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From: Laurin Beckhusen
To: Finfrock Patricia@DWR

Subject: Commenton Restoration Ran
Date: Sunday, March 02, 20148:17:25 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock

Please spare this small but historic vineyard from inclusion in the restoration project! I urge you to find
a solution that allows the preservation of this invaluable living viticultural museum which has proven to
be an integral part of maintaining the integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Respectively yours,
Laurin E Beckhusen
7404 Putman Rd
Vacaville, CA

7077181076
kathylaurin@msn.com
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From: SUSAN ESTES

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

ce: SUSAN FSTFS; MATT CLINE

Subject: CONTRA COSTA COUNTY: DUTCH SLOUGH RESTORATION
Date: Wednesday, February 26,2014 3:17:40 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

Today | am forwarding my comments to you, in support of Matt Cline who is equally
opposed to the demolition of the 14 acres of carignane vineyards which will be
destroyed under the Dutch Slough Restoration project. For your reference is a Fact
Sheet that delineates all the strong reasons to exempt this acreage from your project.
See: http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/fite/1109591060245-
655/Historic+Carignane+Vineyard+Preservation-Fact+Sheet.pdf

Unlike other agriculture, vineyards have a much longer life, in this case enough to
have witnessed at least five generations of humans, several replanting of fruit
orchards, vineyards that themselves are possibly out-lived only by olive orchards.
Just because east Contra Costa doesn't have the cachet of a Napa, Sonoma, Rhone
or Tuscan origin, it doesn't mean this is not a valuable crop. Just read this article
from the Contra Costa Times and you'll get a peek at what these and other vines
mean to their owners: http://www.contracostaiimes.com/ci_21375497/vineyard-

thieves-plunder-half-ton-valuable-zinfandel-grapes

All across this state, and elsewhere in the world where biodynamic agriculture is
taking hold, vineyards are one of the first industries to take up the standard and grow
organic crops. It barely does tribute to the vineyards, still extant or long lost ago to
the unchecked development of east Contra Costa, to describe these as legacy
vineyards. They’ve endured everything that Mother Nature has dealt them, including
inundation which | have personally seen back in the winter of 1981 -1982 when we
thought we would lose some of the levees. The swales of vineyards were under more
than a foot of water, some with a water surface area that was approximately an acre,
more or less. This | know to be fact because | was boots-on-the-ground and in the
thick of it.

I've taken the time to look at your website, scanned it with interest— am one of those
few individuals who actually knows what the term "adaptive management” means—I
submit this excellent critique of that concept for the perusal of any intelligent person
who wants more than just nomenclature to blanket the unknowns your project
represents. Read this, please: http://califomiawaterblog.com/2011/07/21/adaptive-
manaaement-means-never-having-to-sav-vou%E2%80%99re-sorrv/

| seriously doubt that the old paisanos who planted those vineyards changed the
existing ground elevation by a tenth-of-a-foot to set their vines, then never touched
them after that except to prune and harvest, probably burned the canes right where
they cut them and returned all that organic matter right back into the soil. | think you
would have to look elsewhere to find where the natural wetlands boundaries were and
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whether or not current agriculture encroaches, What | don't find on your website is
anything that shows changes on the ground from 1885 to now so how do you plan to
‘put back’ what you never saw? | submit that if you cannot prove this vineyard ever
encroached on established wetlands you cannot abate itto be what it was not, and to
do so is quite a stretch for any management practice, adaptive or otherwise. This
amounts to eminent domain without benefit of recourse.

Your intentions and efforts, and | grant they are worthy and noble, but they are too
damn late, about 30 years by my reckoning. In the 1980s the building boom was on
to build, build, build in east Contra Costa, nobody took much heed, never expecting
the build-out from Antioch to Discovery Bay to eradicate agriculture to the extent that
they have to post signs identifying part of State Route 4 as an ‘Agricultural Preserve'.
That was adaptive management, too, in its day. But today is different and today you
can adapt and not go that same spoiled route and |, for one, only hope you do.

Hold offthe Cat D6s!

-=Susan Estes=-
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From: Karen Baldwin

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: DUTCH SLOUGH ANCIENT VINEYARDS
Date: Friday, January 31, 2014 3:13:08 PM

I would hope the ancient vineyards can be
transplanted somewhere else in the Oakley area.
think it would be an awesome idea to have
an"agripark”. Maybe even some other older vines,
almond trees, and oak trees, etc. to remember
Oakley's

agricultural history.

Thank vyou,

Karen Baldwin

Long time Oakley resident
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From: Tripp Long

To: Finfrock Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Sough EIR

Date: Monday, March 03, 20146:06:46 AM

Ms. Finfrock,

[am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the
Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine
carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel) threatened by the current proposed plan.

This vineyard is an irreplaceable, historic example of one of the longest surviving world class
vineyards in California, the United States, and certainly in the New World.

While many have been destroyed through time and development, the vineyards that still remain in
the Delhi sands of Oakley help tell the story of the immigrants who came to California and
answered its beacon of opportunity with hard work and productive lives.

The unique sands of these vineyards also preserve rare grape rootstock brought with these
immigrants from their homelands over a century ago.

It should be noted that the vineyard represents only 14 acres ofa restoration project totaling over
1,100 acres.

As a land developer who has been a part of the design and construction of multiple wetland
restoration efforts, | have seen entire site plans worked around areas of cultural and environmental
significance.

[ have also seen historically significant sites fall under the blade ofa bulldozer when a little design
foresight could have seen them saved.

I believe that this vineyard is one of these sites, | believe that it is appropriate to preserve this
important piece of California's history, and [ urge you to find a solution that allows the preservation
of this invaluable living viticultural museum which has proven to be an integral part of maintaining
the integrity of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

Sincerely,

H & J Contracting, Inc.
3160 Fairlane Farms Road
Wellington, FL 33414

0 - 561-791-1953

f- 561-795-9282
C-561-371-1135
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From: Wiliam Green
To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

ce: meline@sonic.net

Subject: Dutch Slough project

Date: Saturday, February 22, 2014 9:48:17 AM
Dear Madam,

I doubt the wisdom of destroying the historic dry farmed Carignane vineyard, site of 125 years old
vines for this project.

"

Twish the entire vineyard could be relocated to North Carolina, where it could safe from such "planning
and "wisdom". Alas that is not possible

William R. Green MD, MBA
Cornelius, North Carolina
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From: Dan Palmer

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project - Please do not rip out the historic vines
Date: Saturday, February 22, 2014 11:33:09 AM

Please find another solution. There are not many examples of 125-yearold vines in CA, and these are

healthy, require no irrigation and are a cultural resource and good example of sustainable agriculture.

Dan S. Palmer, Jr.

Please note this email was sentfrom my personal email address: dan@palmerfamily.com.
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From: Thomas Cline
To: Finfrock, fatrkiatODWR

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Sunday, March 02, 2014 1:10:43 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

| strongly urge that the ancient vine caragnane grape acreage be
continued as an historic vineyard adjacent to the Dutch Slough Project,
it is one ofthe oldest sites of this special grape. lIts size and location is
ideal for it to be carved out of the Project, its preservation will enhance
good land management practice.

Thank you for consideration of this preservation.

Tom Cline
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From: Tony Poli

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Ce: mcline@sonic.net

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 9:27:25 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Ms. Finfrock:

lam an architect living in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, quite a long way from the Dutch Slough site.
My introduction to your restoration project is through an avocation - | drink wine. [live in a state
that highly regulates wine purchases, and through an entity called WineAccess, | have been able to
acquire interesting wines that do not show up in our Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board stores.
Among them are Carignane wines produced by Three Wine Company.

[ have not actually been to the vineyard in the Emerson Parcel that is threatened by the proposed
wetlands restoration project, but my son has recently moved "back east" from Bakersfield. [ have
spent some time in the southern Central Valley, and in the Central Coast, Napa and Sonoma wine
regions. My son and | have spent some time discussing California environmental policies, water
issues and other similar topics as we would drive around his area during my visits. |have been able
to gain an appreciation for the unique concerns of Californians for their environment. And as an
architect, | deal with those kinds of issues every day. My preservation efforts tend to be on behalf
of the built environment, but there are commonalities.

I have read, as extensively as | can from my remote location, about the issues relating to the
vineyard. | have read the project statement produced by the DWR. Matt Cline, of Three Wine
Company, has sent me some links, which [ am sure you realize steer me to viewpoints that support
his preservation of the vineyard point of view. But he also sent me information that enabled me to
find the expression of other viewpoints. | have been struck by the passion and sincerity on both
sides of this issue.

[ have to say that lam particularly impressed by the vineyard preservationists' suggestions that the
vineyard and the proposed restoration can coexist. | understand that the design would have to be
modified to accomplish this, but the preservation of this vineyard is unquestionably worth the
effort. In attempting to restore the Dutch Slough to "an earlier state that the land was in at one
time" | would hope you would consider the length of time the vineyard has been a part of that
state. The efforts of early immigrants to California, planting grapes and farming them in ways
reminiscent of their homelands, is a heritage worth preserving.

Thank you for any attention you might pay to my comments.

Tony Poli

Anthony G. Poli, AIA, NCARB | Senior Managing Consultant

Berkeley Research Group, LLC
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Four PPG Place, Fourth Floor | Pittsburgh. PA 15222
Direct: 412.235.4069 Mobile: 412.779.9125

APoli@brg-expert.com | www.bre-expert:com

THIS- E-MAILTRANSMISSON AND ANY ATTACHMENTS HERETO CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM BERKELEY RESEARCH GROUP, LLCWHICH MAY BE CONFIDENTIAL
AND PRIVILEGED. THE INFORMATION IS INTENDED FORTHE SOLE USE OF THE INDIVIDUALORENT I Tv~ WHOM IT ISADDRESSED. IFQ¥U ARE NOT THE
INTENDED RECIPIENT, TOUR USE, DISSEMINATION, FORWARDING, PRINTING OR COPYING OF THE INFORMATION IS PROHIBITED.

TAX ADV ICE DECLOSURE
ANY TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNCATDN (INCLUDING ANY ATTACHMENTS) IS NOT INTENDED ORWRITTEN TO BE USED, AND CANNOT BE USED,

FORTHE PURPOSEOF (I) AVOIDING PENALTIES UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OR (I PROMOTING, MARKETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTV
ANY TRANSACTION OR MATTERADDRESSED HEREIN. BERKELEY RESEARCH GROUP, LLC IS NOTA CPA FIRM.
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Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project Final Supplemental EIR
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From: Dayton Claudio

To: Finfrock,Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project
Date: Monday, February 17,2014 11:05:48 PM

Ms. Patty Finfrock
Department of Water Resources

| recently attended a wine tasting at the Old Sugar Mill, having only recently
"discovered" this wonderful hidden pocket of California agriculture. This entire area
is a hidden gem and surprisingly close to downtown Sacramento. | was pleasantly
surprised to learn that this region produces world class wines. Napa valley is well
known with an established reputation but was once unknown before its wine
industry rose to prominence. It is now a thriving destination for tourists worldwide.

| know that most developed countries protect their natural and cultural resources
fiercely because they realize how unique and valuable they are to their identity. |
think there is often a tendency here in the U.S. to take them for granted until they
are lost. | would hate to see that happen here with these vineyards. | urge that
they be protected. The preservation of our unique resources is part of what makes
California so special.

Thank you,

Dayton Claudio

Dayton Claudio

Dayton Claudio Studios, Inc.
2606 Ceanothus Ave

Chico, CA 95973

Email: Davtonclaudio@gmail.com
Web: www.DaytonClaudio.com

Cell: (530) 570-4993
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From: Madeline dine

To: Finfrock, Patricia@DWR

Subject: Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration
Date: Thursday, March 06,20148:07:05 PM

Dear Ms. Finfrock,

I am writing in request for response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report for the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project to urge the
preservation of the 14-acre ancient vine Carignane vineyard (Emerson Parcel)
threatened by the current proposed plan.

I am a senior at Sonoma Valley High School, and growing up in an area in which
agriculture and the wine business are important and crucial to the fundamentals ofa
working society, the news that the state was planning on destroying 14 acres ofa
historic and educational vineyard in Contra Costa County, was confusing and
upsetting.

I have been taught in school that preserving historic, agriculturally sustainable, and
educational land or infrastructure is important to both the economy and culture we
live in. The vineyard qualifies for all three. The vineyard was planted in the late
1800s, and continues to produce a large quantity of crops annually. The Carignane
vineyard is also dry' farmed, and in times of severe drought (as we arc currently in),
it seems almost insane and incredibly imprudent to destroy such a valuable and
successful piece ofland. Additionally, this vineyard can be used for education
purposes in our schools and universities. Teaching students about the importance as
well as possibilities of dry farming and working with the environment and natural
resources, rather than supplementing them through irrigation or chemical additives,
the California economy could be revolutionized, as well as provide a model for the
world in a quest to improve the incredibly abused environment.

The state’s decision to remove this vineyard seems illogical, and not very well
thought out. Although it claims that this is a restoration to the ecosystem, there is a
provision in which private people will be able to build 2400 homes alongside the
project, which will be the real source of chemical and environmental disaster (run
off, non-native plant species for landscaping, smog, ect).

As a student in the California school system, I think that the example the stale is
selling for its future leaders (the inability to compromise over 14 acres ofan about
1200 acre project, close-mindedness, and a misunderstanding of the hypocrisy they
are emulating) is dangerous and destructive. As a citizen ofthe United States of
America and California, the hazards and damage the state is allowing in the name of
"preservation” is terribly upsetting and concerning.

I urge the state to look at the options presented before it, and consider the future of
California and its great agricultural history, influence, and possibilities, and make a
decision that will benefit people in the long run, and avoid the options which merely
move the project along.

Thank you for your time,
Sincerely,
Madeline Cline
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