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Oroville Dam’s spillways were damaged during the early February 2017 storm, ranked as an 
extreme landfalling atmospheric river. In addition to the damage at Oroville, multiple storms 
in a month that was wet statewide resulted in localized urban flooding in places as diverse as 
Maxwell, San Jose, and San Diego.

Forecasts for 2018

Present forecasting capability cannot provide 

a reliable prediction for water year 2018. 

The high annual variability in California’s 

precipitation means that every year could 

hold the prospect for record wet conditions 

such as those experienced in 2017, or for a 

return to dry conditions. It is possible, for 

example, that 2017 could have been a wet 

outlier in long-term sequence of otherwise 

dry years, similar to the persistent dry 

conditions that have been experienced in the 

Colorado River Basin for all of the present 

century. In the absence of reliable predictive 

ability, Californians must be prepared for the 

worst in terms of hydrologic conditions even 

as we hope for the best.
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