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Modernizing Water Infrastructure -
Protecting Supplies

The Delta Conveyance Project (DCP) will recover water supply q ) q g
losses caused by climate-driven weather extremes, sea level California’s Climate Reallty
rise, and earthquakes. ® Over the last few decades, California’s climate has

Adding new infrastructure will optimize the safe capture and claniges] vl en narcese i i ve sl of pie:

movement of water from big, but infrequent storm events cipitation and wild swings from drought to flood.
that have become California’s new normal. * Over the next 20 years, California could lose 10%
Water quality and fisheries remain protected. Water supplies of its overall water supplies and delivery capability.
that would otherwise be lost without modernized infrastruc- e By 2045, the reliability of the State Water Project
ture will be restored. (SWP) could be reduced as much as 23%, while

the need for water continues to grow.

The Past 5 Water Years Prove the Value of the DCP

If the DCP had been in place over the past five very different water years, California would have captured
more than 2.6 million acre-feet of water.

Y _ Adcritically dry, third year An above-normal year, Average precipitation early and
—7’I - of drought with only a 7, with more fish constraints >~ full reservoirs followed by record
5% SWP allocation and /77 than typical, resulting in a /7 March heat wiped out snowpack
emergency conservation 40% SWP allocation. weeks earlier than normal, reducing
mandates in effect. the runoff that typically sustains

water supplies through summer.
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*Water that could have been captured

Q A wet year with very high Q

Significant regional differences:

717+ flows that did not materialize """’/\I,/ wet in the North and dry in the
~~——until January, then evaporated =)= South. A very dry January statewide,

~~~~ in February. Fishery protections 7

limited pumping and the state
faced low storage conditions.

plus numerous fishery limitations.

2026 underscored California’s growing climate volatility, Reliable supplies provided by the DCP will help water
with warmer storms, less snow, and operational restrictions managers stabilize rates, fill storage, protect reserves during
limiting water movement during key periods. drought, minimize mandatory rationing, and reduce the

severity and frequency of shortages.
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https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Delta-Conveyance/Public-Information/DCP_Four-Year_Conceputal_Ops_Final.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/deltaconveyance
https://www.deltaconveyanceproject.com/
https://www.dcdca.org/

SWP in California

Homes, families, businesses and farmland in communities
across the state depend on SWP water—from the Bay Area,
Central Coast, Central Valley, and Southern California.
The SWP is and will remain one of the most affordable
sources of water in California and must be maintained for
future generations.

Making Progress to Secure California’s Water Supplies

2 7 M PEOPLE

receive clean, safe and affordable water from
the SWP, including 8.2 million disadvantaged
community members

7 50 k ACRES

of farmland are irrigated with SWP water

Water supplied by the SWP sustains the world's

4th LARGEST ECONOMY

IMPORTANT FOUNDATION for local water supply
projects, including groundwater recharge, recycling,
storage and others

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has made considerable progress in completing complex state and federal
planning and permitting processes, in addition to movement on the community engagement, design and engineering,

and planning funding aspects of project development.
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COMPLETED! COMPLETED!

California National
Environmental Environmental
Quality Act Policy Act

Final Environmental Impact
Report, December
2023

Final Environmental Impact
Statement, November
2025

COMPLETED!
Endangered Delta Plan
Species Act Consistency
USFWS construction BiOp: First Certification of

March 2026, NMFS
construction BiOp:
May 2026

Consistency: April 2026,
with only two topics
remanded
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COMPLETED! COMPLETED!

California
Endangered National Historic
Species Act Preservation Act

Programmatic Agreement
for Section 106, August
2025

February 2025

Water Rights

Change in point of
diversion for DWR's
water rights
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