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DAVI D FRI ES:

FACI LI TATOR

DAVI D FRI ES:

FACI LI TATOR

Thank you. M nanme is Dave Fries.

|'mw th San Joaqui n Audubon. | know

in the WaterFi x scenario, Governor
Brown set it up so that there would
be no public noney, only rate payer
money to pay for the project.
Therefore, there would be no

st atew de vote.

I's this project set up the same way?
This is a beneficiary project, so
those that receive the water would
pay for it.

So Metropolitan Water is paying for
your salary now, is that right?

So right now, that is being paid for
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by the water contractors that may

recei ve water.
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3 | DAVID FRI ES: Thank you.
4 | PROGRAM-MANAGER— O her guestions?
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DAVI D FRI ES:

—dilemraand you care about those
Lo d N | Ll find
- way— There are hundreds of billions

- to settle inthe place--
—PROGRAM-MANAGER——~t-hankfor—your—coment s—

Thank you. M name is David Fries.

' mthe Conservation Chair for the
San Joaqui n Audubon Society. And the
Audubon Society submts the follow ng
concerns relative to construction of
a single tunnel water conveyance
structure through the heart of our
Sacranento San Joaquin Delta.

First of all, there needs to be
protection for all the bird species
there. The project proponents cannot
rely on the California Natural
Diversity Database to determ ne

whet her species are present.

Thor ough surveys nust be done before
the project design is determ ned and

the EIRis witten, so that the
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habitats -- so that full cost and
extent of destruction and/or

di sruption of the birds species and
the habitats on which they are
dependent for their survival can be
eval uated, and they can be avoi ded,
and they have to be mtigated before
construction can start. This is
especially necessary for all species
t hat are endangered, protected, and
are |isted as species of special
concern. And there's a nunber of
themin the Delta.

Humans have the right under the
Public Trust Doctrine to observe and
enjoy wldlife and natural beauty of
the Delta. The wldlife habitat is a
recogni zed beneficiary used under the
Bay Delta Water Quality Control Pl an.
Access and quality of individual use
of the Delta for fishing, boating,

bi r dwat chi ng, hi ki ng, photography, or
just watching a sunset is guaranteed.
This nmust include inpacts on travel

by road or by water caused by truck
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and barge traffic or other

di sruptions caused by construction
and operation activities related to
the project. Inpacts by climte
change nust be considered at |east to
the year 2100. To avoid

di ssem nati on of endangered species
and t hreatened bird popul ati on,
mtigation for |ost habitat nust be
conpl eted and proven effective before
construction can start. Birds that
have their habitat taken away can't
wait ten years for the new habitat to
be construct ed.

A coupl e of nore quick things. The
Delta Reform Act mandates that flow
criteria for survival of the Delta
must be determ ned before the water
board approves potential operation of
a now conveyance system The Delta
format al so mandat es the best
avai |l abl e science be used in the
desi gn and operation of a conveyance
project. Monitoring prograns nust be

est abli shed and functi onal before
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construction starts. And then ful
transparency for the project and

pl anni ng construction and operation
must be observed. This includes
financial costs, as well as

moni toring and adaptive managenent
events. And nonitoring of adaptive
managenent nust include nenbers of

all concerned persons.
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|'m Margie Fries, representing the
San Joaquin County Climate Action
Coalition and the Peace and Justice

Net wor k. For decades of
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environnental justice advocacy has
confirmed the gross inequality

bet ween project proponents who al ways
have vested interest in the common
good. So here we go again. |t seens
just yesterday, that the stewardship
council confirnmed the tw n tunnel

proj ect was not feasible wthout
essentially destroying the Delta.

One tunnel now proposed does not

| essen the destruction by half, nor

I nprove an al ready degraded Delta. |
bel i eve free access to clean drinking
water is a human right throughout the
world, let alone California, the
fifth largest world econony.

| know that tunneling through the
resiliency of the Delta wll not
ensure that right for Californians.
Meanwhi |l e, the |ast century, the San
Joaqui n- Sacranento Delta Estuary has
not benefited from California Public
Trust Law, which states its role in
prot ecting navi gatable waters and

wat erfronts for the purposes of
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public use and enjoynent, such as
comrerce, navigation, fisheries,
recreation and preservation.

Toni ght, as we neet in Stockton, the
San Joaquin River ends, just maybe a
m | e down Weber Avenue. The
beautiful and historic San Joaquin
wat er reaches into our downtown. But
| urge you not to junp in it on a
sumer day. It's highly polluted.
Unfortunately, we cannot offer our
kids and famlies inexpensive

swi mm ng and boating and expl oring
fun in the downtown waterways. They
coul d get sick, even die from
exposure to green al gae. Sucking the
purest snow nelt out of the
Sacranmento River before reaching the
Delta and tunneling it south has no
benefit to the Delta at our front
door. W believe a priority of the
Governor and the State of California
Is to protect public trust resources.
The San Franci sco Bay Delta and

estuary is that resource. W support
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a no tunnel alternative.
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PHI LLI P MERLO:

o | : I
f i cult e :

— to have cleanwater— Thankyou-

— PROGRAM-MANAGER— Thank—you—

Thanks. M nane is Phillip Merlo,
and I'mthe Director of Education at
the San Joaquin Historical Miseumin
Stockton and Lodi. And ny training
Is in history and education, which I
feel are two fields that the
Departnent of Water Resources and

Del ta Conveyance Authority woul d
benefit from studying.

According to the Notice of
Preparation and the DAR, this project
I s needed because the existing water
systemis not prepared for a future
with clinmate change and the rising
sea levels. And, furthernore, new
diversions in the northern Delta wll
pronote a nore resilient and flexible
state water project in the face of
unf avorabl e conditions.

Again, the DWR states in section two,

what is the inportance of Delta
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conveyance, that state water project

Is delivered by state and federal

agencies to nore than 27 mllion
Californians and three mllion acres
of farnl and.

And, you know, one thing | would
state, the state water project on its
website actual ly says seventy percent
of the water will go to urban use and
thirty percent of it goes to
agricultural use. That's seventy
percent of urban use. The people who
really advocate for it down in the
Metropolitan Water District are, of
course, housing devel opers in the

| rperi al vall ey.

So the urban communities and desert
agricul tural businesses that rely on
the state water project, | argue wll
not in fact becone nore resilient
through this project. They becone
nore dependent on Delta water. And
the construction and operation of
this project to prop up these

unsust ai nabl e busi nesses and
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devel opnents in the Southern part of
the state will |lead to the rel ease of
tens of thousands of acre feet of
peat dirt into Delta air. The
barrage of Delta communities with
drilling sound and the decline of

| ocal water quality which, of course,
the Gty of Stockton relies on, wll
also lead to the flooding of our
roads with diesel trucks.

The public health field has reached
consensus that noise, water, and air
pol lution |lead to cardi ovascul ar and
cognitive health problens, as well as
poor academ c performance in

st udent s.

And so this project, which will only
benefit agricultural firnms in the
desert and devel opers in Los Angel es,
woul d cause irreparable harmto our
comuni ti es.

And the 14th Anendnent of the
Constitution states that no state
shall make or enforce a law that w |

deny any person within its
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jurisdiction the equal protection of
the | aw.

So | conclude that | can only state
that this project will be a severe
m scarriage of justice as understood
by both the law of the |land and the
moral essence of our denocracy.

Thank you.

PROGRAM-MANAGER:— Thank—you—very much

W are almpst at eight o' clock— ' ve

FPRFTrFRpT
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Public Meeting
February 13, 2020 125


19244
Cross-Out


© 00 N o o A~ W N P

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

DCS353

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

SAN JOAQUI N COUNCI L OF GOVERNMENTS

[CERTIFIED CDPY]

PUBLI C MEETI NG
STOCKTAN, CALI FORNI A
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020

ATKI NSON- BAKER, | NC.
(800) 288-3376
www. depo. com

REPORTED BY: MARY GONZALEZ CORBI TT, CSR NO. 6696
FILE NO. : AE014C7

Public Meeting
February 13, 2020



abohland
Certified Copy


© 00 N o o1 A W DN

N N DN NN R R R R R R R
ga A~ W N B O © 00 N oo O A W DN+, O

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com DCS354

MARTHA VALDEZ:

|''mnot a very good public speaker,
and so when | get nervous, | start
speaking really fast. So please have
sone patience wth ne.

My experience with climte change and
all that B.S. that the governnent
uses to put taxes and regul ation on
us is just that.

There are just as nmany scientists
that are against climte change that
are for climate change. But this
government that we are -- that's in
control of California uses it to
regul ate us and take control of our
wat er ways.

Gov- -- or, sorry, President Trunp
has water going through federal |and
in Southern California that is in
aqui fers going underneath the desert
and going right out into the ocean.
He offered that to Gavin Newsom And
Gavin Newsom just politely --
actually, not politely, just scoffed
at it and just said no.

The devastation that you are going to
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cause to the Delta is going to be
unreparable, [sic] and the fact that
they nmade it that the people buying
the water are the only ones that are
going to vote for it or pay for it,
Isn't that convenient that the whole
State of California is going to be

I npacted by no nore Delta, and they
don't even get a chance to vote on
it? This is a travesty.

You are going to cause irreparable
damage.

| was driving down the Delta | ast
year, and | was stuck in traffic,
because it is a traffic problem And
sonet hi ng caught ny eye out of --
just out of the corner of ny eye.

And there were baby otters junping up
and down. It was one of the greatest
things |I've ever seen. Do you know
nobody wi Il ever see that again?

How dare you try to take our water
and ruin our Delta?

And | am so opposed to any of this,

and I wll fight you all the way.
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From: tb sletteland

To: DWR Delta Conveyance Scoping

Cc: mark rockwell; Jonas Minton

Subject: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments

Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 7:14:46 AM

Attachments: CA Dept. of Water Resources, March 20, 2020.docx

The attached comments are directed to the attention of Ms. Renee Rodriguez, California
Department of Water Resources, Sacramento, CA. Please confirm receipt to the sender and
signers, Trygve Sletteland, Mark Rockwell, and Jonas Minton. Thank you.
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March 20, 2020

Attn: Renee Rodriguez, California Department of Water Resources, Sacramento, CA

Subject: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments

emailed to: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these Delta conveyance scoping comments.

The Delta Tunnel Environmental Impact Report (EIR) must consider the following points:

1.

The EIR must analyze the considerable impacts to California’s salmon people, who include

salmon dependent Native American Tribes and coastal fishing communities.

The EIR must analyze alternatives that would increase California Delta outflow and reduce water

exports as compared to current conditions in the Delta. Specifically, the EIR must examine a “no

tunnel” alternative.

The EIR must analyze the impacts to watershed source waters and their reservoir storage,

including the Trinity, Klamath, Sacramento, Feather, Yuba, American, and San Joaquin rivers.

Water quality impacts from any increased diversions must be included in this analysis.

The EIR must analyze the cumulative impacts of the Delta Tunnel with the new Trump

Administration Biological Opinions for the Trump Water Plan, the long-term operations of the

State Water Project (SWP), the Shasta Dam raise project, and the proposed Sites Reservoir

project. Would these new projects and rules be used to fill the tunnels?

The EIR must analyze water conservation, efficiency, and additional demand reduction measures

that would be less environmentally harmful, more economical, and achieve the same water

supply reliability goals and targets.

The EIR must analyze the tunnel’s consistency with the Delta Reform Act’s policy of reduced

reliance on the Delta.

The EIR must adequately analyze the effectiveness of proposed mitigation and conservation

measures over the term of the tunnel project, and include mitigations and protections for every

impacted watershed.

The EIR must analyze the economic costs and benefits of the single tunnel project, as well as

those of a “no tunnel” alternative and investment in water conservation and efficiency

improvements to meet water supply needs.

The EIR must analyze the tunnel’s cumulative impacts, with particular focus on:

e water quality, including effects of increases in salinity, toxic hot spots, pesticides, mercury,
and other pollutant discharge that will not be flushed due to lack of freshwater in the Delta;

e biological resources, especially all endangered aquatic species that may be impacted by the
SWP-- Sacramento River winter, spring & late fall-run Chinook salmon; Delta smelt and
green sturgeon--as well as species in upland habitats that may be affected by the project.

e Impacts of various possible tunnel alignments

e Impacts incurred during construction of the tunnel; and

e global climate change impacts.

(more)
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Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments, page 2

Sincerely,

Dr. Mark Rockwell, D.C.

President & VP Conservation

Northern Calif. Council, Fly Fishers International
mrockwell1945@gmail.com

Jonas Minton

Senior Water Policy Advisor
Planning and Conservation League
jminton@pcl.org

Trygve Sletteland, M.A.

Founder & Executive Director, Sacramento River Council
(merged with Sacramento River Preservation Trust in 1996)
tbsletteland@gmail.com
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From: Emily Ginaras

To: DWR Delta Conveyance Scoping

Subject: Letter of Support

Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 11:42:23 AM
Attachments: DWR"s DRAFT SCOPING LETTER - RBCC(1).pdf

Letter of Support MWD_HAIC.pdf
Letter of Support MWD_SBACC.pdf

Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

| am reaching out on behalf the following organizations to provide the attached letters of support
from our Boards. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Emily Gingras
PEAR Strategies
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SOUTH BAY ASSOCIATION OF

(HAMBERS,* (OMMERCE

Serving 17 Chambers of Commerce & over 60,000 Businesses in Southern California

Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce (SBACC), Board of Directors, | am
pleased to provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom's
leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most
affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

John Heffernan
SBACC Chair
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From: Emily Ginaras

To: DWR Delta Conveyance Scoping

Subject: Letter of Support

Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 11:42:23 AM
Attachments: DWR"s DRAFT SCOPING LETTER - RBCC(1).pdf

Letter of Support MWD_HAIC.pdf
Letter of Support MWD_SBACC.pdf

Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

| am reaching out on behalf the following organizations to provide the attached letters of support
from our Boards. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Emily Gingras
PEAR Strategies
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Chamber of Commerce

Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov
March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of Redondo Beach Chamber of Commerce (RBCC) Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor
Newsom'’s leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of
California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern
California and throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor
and business to public agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe
water shortage would come with an enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is
now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern
California has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported
and local supplies and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made
on a wide range of local projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project
remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a
manner that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our
largest and most affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta
conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Dominik Knoll
President/CEO
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From: Emily Ginaras

To: DWR Delta Conveyance Scoping

Subject: Letter of Support

Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 11:42:23 AM
Attachments: DWR"s DRAFT SCOPING LETTER - RBCC(1).pdf

Letter of Support MWD_HAIC.pdf
Letter of Support MWD_SBACC.pdf

Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

| am reaching out on behalf the following organizations to provide the attached letters of support
from our Boards. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Emily Gingras
PEAR Strategies
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Harbor Association of Industry and Commerce H BB
6216 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. #407 "1&E

Long Beach, CA 90803 ‘.‘.‘".—v
info@harborassn.com

www.harborassn.com HARBOR ASSOCIATION
OF INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the Harbor Association of Industry & Commerce (HAIC), Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being advanced by
the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom’s leadership to help
ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most

affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Henry Rogers
Executive Director, HAIC
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MR. (ARMBTRONG My comment's gonna be pretty

quick, so | don't think you need to start the tiner for
anyt hi ng.

California Departnment of Water Resources, you're
on the side of shame of history, basically, by going
forward with this project.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: We can't hear you

MR ARMSTRONG. So you guys are on the side of
shame of history if you go forward with this project.

And that's nothing against you four people as the
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enpl oyees of the Departnment of Water Resources. Howis a
department that works al ongside the Bureau of
Recl amation, that frequently dewaters salnon reds in the
Feather R ver, the American River, how are you to be
trusted with something as far as one of the biggest
estuaries on the West Coast? How are you to be trusted
with any sort of environmental plan that's gonna be
hel pful and beneficial to, |like, the environment and
people in the future? It's astounding.

| agree with the people of Sutter Island nore
t han anything that you can go forward with this type of
project and there'll be tons and tons of resistance
against it in the formof neetings and everything Iike
this, and it's not gonna go away, and people won't stop
comng to these nmeetings. And you can put them on
Mondays, Monday nights, and schedule them |ike Depart nent
of Fish and WIldlife does on Wdnesdays at ten o'clock in
the nmorning, but people are still gonna show up, and
people are still gonna hold opposition against you
forever. And that's ny lasting sentinent, is that you
really are on the wong side of history if you go forward

with this. Thank you
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M5. AVILA: Cood evening. M nane is Josephine
Avila, | amthe town nanager of Locke.

The few little things that | just want to say,
because everybody here has al ready spoken about all the
things and all the reasons why we should not do this, but
the other thing is, is that there are so many famlies in
the Delta with children. The Delta is so safe for our
kids out here. | know it sounds weird, but |I feel the
most at home, and | don't want ny children to have to

| ose their homes just to have these tunnels put in -- or

anybody el se's. Thank you.
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MR BAKER | don't think | need the whol e four

m nutes, so don't even bother starting the clock. M
nane's Brett Baker. | just came here tonight to share
with you ny perspective on the Delta and ny plan.

So today is nmy 36th birthday. And as you can
see, | know how to party. So if you put that in

perspective, | cane online somewhere between SB 200 goi ng
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down and the Racanelli decision.

And |'mjust here today to wish you well with
your preparation of your docunments, and | -- you know,
congratul ations to you guys, and |'mglad you're here
earning your paycheck. | wouldn't want to be you. |
woul dn't trade places with you for all the nmoney in the
world. But thank you for comng. You can get this
checked of f the box, things to do. But what | suggest
you put on your list of things to do with -- before
deciding to go forward with this project -- or you've
al ready obviously deci ded.

Before going with this project, you should
definitely conduct a water availability analysis. |
think you've heard tine and tine again -- you'll hear it
again. W have witten coments. W're gonna submt al
this to you in witten cooments. In a legal analysis,
you' re gonna have to change an awful lot of |aws or
hoodwi nk an awful |ot of judges to get by with the
current law, the way it's witten.

In nmy 36 years, | don't think there's ever been
a real open tine or opportunity to actually discuss
alternatives. |It's nice that you guys present
alternatives in your document, but | don't think that's
actually ever been a viable discussion. | don't think

there's ever been enough air in the roomto have that
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di scussi on.

| studied fish biology in college. | used to
think you could fix the fish. And I"'mnot old and dated
yet, but | got over that. And then | used to think maybe
you could fix the plunbing. And I worked for John, and I
think that, you know, John's heart's in the right place.
But it's not a plunbing issue. It's a policy issue.

Qur state's grown by |eaps and bounds in ny
lifetime. | remenber driving down |-5 and going to
Disneyland as a five-year-old. It didn't look like it
does today. So, | nean, it's alie that our state can't
grow, or won't grow, or wouldn't be able to grow -- or
what ever argument you presented in the '80s -- without
this facility, with this project.

So like | said, we're gonna submt all this in
much nmore cogent, witten conments. But | w sh you well,
and | wanted to |leave you with my plan. | cone from
Sutter Island. M famly is a sixth -- | was
si xth-generation resident on Sutter Island, and | al ways
refer to that as ny little slice of heaven when | tel
peopl e where | cone from

So this is my plan from Sutter Island: Step No.
1, we're gonna fight you to build the canal; if, by act
of God or Congress, you ever get built, Step No. 2 is to
fight you to operate it; and Step No. 3 is to fight you
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to tear it down. So thank you very nuch.

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020 57


19244
Cross-Out


© 00 N oo o &~ W DO

I R N T N N S I o S R e N o i
g A W N P O © 0O N oo o M W N P O

DCS361

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020

DELTA CONVEYANCE PRQJECT:
SCOPI NG AND CEQA
PUBLI C HEARI NG

[CERTIFIED CDPY]

LOCATI ON OF HEARI NG
Jean Harvie Comunity Center
14273 River Road
Wal nut Grove, California 95690

REPORTED BY: BRI ANNA RUDD, CSR NO. 13668

ATKI NSON- BAKER, | NC.
www. depo. com
(800) 288-3376

ABI FILE NO. AE014Co

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020



kfrias
Certified Copy


© 00 N o o A W NP

N N N T T S T e R e R R R N i =
g A W N P O ©W 00 ~N O O » W N P O

DCS361

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

APPEARANCES
JANET BARBI ERI, Hearing Facilitator
CARRI E BUCKMAN, Power Poi nt Presentation

Al so Present:

MARCUS YEE, Departnent of Water Resources
BARBARA JONES, Departnent of Water Resources
KRI STI NA REESE, Departnment of Water Resources
CONNOR BLOCK, Department of Water Resources
FRANCI SCO ADAMA, I nterpreter

COMMENT BY:

---000---
I NDE X
QRA SESSI O\: PAGCE:

Nl kki Seward......................... 17
JimWallace.......... ... ... .. .. 20
Brian Dawson. ........................ 22
Mary Elizabeth....................... 22
Max DeValt........................... 23
Gegory Robinson..................... 24, 57
Mary Elizabeth....................... 25
James Motlow. ........... ... ... ... .... 27
Russell QCans.......... ... ... .......... 28
Dave Stirling........................ 31
Mariah Looney........................ 33

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020




© 00 N oo 0o »~ W N P

N NN N NN P P P PR PP PR
g A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N B O

DCS361

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

| NDE X (Cont.)

COVMENT BY: PAGE
Donald Barnes.............. ..., 34
Russel | van Loben Sels............... 36
Stuart Walthall...................... 38
Peter Stone............ ... .. .. .. .. ... 39
Susan Caston.............. ... .. .. .. .. 42
Dr. Jeffrey Mchael.................. 43
Corie Hamer............ .. .. ... ... .... 46
Emly Pappalardo..................... 48
Barbara Daly......................... 50
Douglas Hsia......................... 53
Brett Baker............ .. ... ... ... ... 54
Josephine Avila...................... 59
TimNeuharth......................... 59
Daniel Armstrong..................... 61
Mark Goble......... ... ... ... .. ... ... 62

REPORTER S CERTIFICATE. . ...... ... ... ......... 66

---000---

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020



19244
Highlight


Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

DCS362

N NN DN
o B~ W DN

0 o o o o o

MR BARNES:

citizenship here.

I n any event,

CGood eveni ng.

such a great turnout fromrepresentatives of our Delta

| was asked by Barbara Deaks,

It's great to see

Public Hearing
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who's owner and operator of B&W Resort and Marina just

of f the Mokel ume River at the H ghway 12 bridge, and she
asked ne to be sure to attend and take sone notes. And
she expressed sonme thoughts, so I'll convey sone of these
to you. |'Il be rather brief about it.

It's always easy to conment and criticize a
project such as the scope as what you're offering here
through the California Water Resources; it's a whole
‘nother thing to cone up with alternatives to such a
project as you propose. One of them happens to be,
there's an ongoing effort to tear down dans here in
California, when in fact they should be built. And this
woul d probably being a good tine, outside of the weather
patterns, to start building damprojects, nainly to offer
resources, water resources to Southern California. |If it
wasn't for the fact that Southern California is in such a
mx in this program none of us would be here. But it
seens |ike Southern California has a |ot to say what
Northern California does wth their water.

The other thing is, | think many of you' ve seen
the novie "Grease.” You'll see that big ditch running
through the center of LA You know what that ditch is?
That is part of the LA basin flood control |ogistic. And
when they have a flood problem all that excess water,

instead of being put in a reservoir system runs out to
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the Pacific Ccean. They could somehow -- they can put
this water back into a reservoir systemfor their own
use.

And there's many other things that Southern
California could do in addition to the desalinization, as
someone nentioned earlier. | could go on and on, but |'m
sure others have comments along the same lines. But in

any event, I'mjust offering some alternatives as to what

can be done here in California.
—MS—BARBIERI- Thanks so mich-
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M5. CASTON: Hi, ny nane is Susan Caston |

live right on River Road, about a mle north of Twin
Cties Road.
And | know when California Fix was being
di scussed, they were tal king about 400 additional trucks
carrying heavy equi pnent and naterials 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, for ten years. Gkay? The |evee road
in front of nme right nowis full of potholes. It's
obviously disintegrating. The comrents that were made by
M. Stone, | agree with entirely. | think you' re gonna
have to come up with sone other way of conveying
because -- | mean, aside fromthe fact | won't be able to
to get out of my driveway, you know. The Waze programis
now rerouting commuters off of H ghway 5 onto 160 and
River Road, so the traffic's already bananas -- technica
wor d.

Anyway, so those are ny comments. |'mreally
concerned about the quality of my life there. It's
supposed to be ny retirenent honme. 1've put a |ot of

work and love intoit. |'mconcerned about the val ue of
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it. |'mconcerned about my well. You know, we're on
well water. So I'mreally scared. |'mvery, very afraid

about this. And I'mstressed out about it, and | worry

about it all the tine. So thank you.
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-y ou—
MS. DALY: Thank you. Good evening. M nane is
Barbara Daly. | live and | work in the Delta. | livein
A arksburg, and | work out here in WAl nut Grove. And

address you tonight, the people who work for the
California Department of Water Resources, once again.
My first questionis: Are you the same people
| ' ve addressed so many times over the past ten years on
this subject of tunnels in the Delta? M neighbors are

here, and they are the same nei ghbors. And
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unfortunately, the message is the sane. And if you are
al so the same people, why are we here tonight to speak to
you agai n, and again, and again?

To frame ny comrents, | wanted to state that
this is really inportant to figure out where this all
began, with the state California |egislature establishing
the Delta Reform Act in 2009, which created the coequal
goal s of providing a nore reliable water supply for
California -- which is why we're here -- and protecting,
restoring and enhancing the Delta ecosystem which this
wi Il destroy. But the reformat also states -- and this
has not been changed or altered since then -- that these
coequal goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects
and enhances the unique cultural, recreational, natural
resource and agricultural values of the Delta as an
evol ving place. Wen you described how you were doing
this new one-tunnel, you left out those very inportant
details.

| understand Governor Newsomis respectful of
our past California governors and of their projects and
decisions, all of themseemng to be of the same m nd and
character. | understand that he has a new team of people
working on the water issues in California. Wat | do not
understand is why he continues to perhaps avoid or

overl ook or ignore excellent information submtted in the
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past about the tunnel project by so many of us who have
been working to depend and protect the Delta, its
estuary, its people, and century-old farns, its history
fromthe Native Americans to the forty-niners and those
who cane up the Sacranento River, known as the Argonauts.
It's our culture and the region as a whole.

W request that the National Historic
Preservation Act, section 106 be conducted, as
appropriate -- and very soon. A conmon nmantra has been
t hat one cannot take nore water froma natural river and
estuary and expect it to be resilient. The State of
California cannot continue to m snmanage the natural water
flow and do right by all the people in the State of
California. One cannot continue to only study a bad
project for areliable water supply for all of California
and expect to find the best way to nove forward and to
create the best outcone for the estuary, for the Delta,
and the peopl e throughout California.

One tunnel is no better than two tunnels. It is
a bad project. There's incorrect data being used. And
we' ve been trying to get these nessages across for ten
years and nore. \ere are the studies on true viable
alternatives, and where are they vetted? Wy are you
here with this nonstrously bad plan again, determned to

get your way, tranple over this area, destroy the water
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here, as the saltwater would encroach farther into the
Delta with this project, and, as the past EIR EIS stated,
that the people in the Delta abandon their hones and
bui I di ngs during the construction phase.

Pl ease shelve this one and | ook at better
alternatives that will solve the coequal goals presented
to the state by the legislature in 2009. This project of

single tunnel is not viable, no matter how much you dress

© 00 N o o1 B~ wWw N

it up. And I've listed here six reasons why. | think

[HEN
o

" mgonna run out of time, so |l won't list them But the
i ntakes in one tunnel do not protect and enhance the

uni que cultural, recreational, natural resource and
agricultural values of the Delta. W request that you

| ook at other ways, alternatives to one tunnel, to create

areliable water supply for all of California.

A 1 0 0 O
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~MR—WALLACE— Thanks-—

M5 BARBILERIL Next guestion.

MR, DAWSON: CGood evening. Brian Dawson, policy
counsel for (Sterra Club California. | was wondering, is
there a legally nmandated timeline as to when you all are
supposed to rel ease both the scoping report and also the
Draft EIR after the scoping period?

M5. BUCKMAN: No, there is not a legally

mandat ed ti me.
MR DAWSON:  Thank you.
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MS. DEWALT: M nane is (Max DeValt, and | just

have a question about the environnental review. |'mjust
| ooking at the topics that are included in that, and |
wanted to know if that includes the inpact on ani mal
species, like birds, beavers, otters, turtles, things

| i ke that?

MR. YEE: Sure. So the docunent will include an
anal ysis of terrestrial resources as well as aquatic
resour ces.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: We can't hear you

MR, YEE: Yeah. So the question was whether or
not birds and other animals will be evaluated in the
document. Yes, there'll be a terrestrial resources
section as well as aquatic resources to cover the
bi ol ogy.

MS. DEWALT: Thank you.

MS—BARBIERIL- Okay— Not—seeing—any—other

Public Hearing
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MR GOBLE: H. |'mMrk Goble.

|"'mjust a
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| over of the Delta. | don't live out here with y'all
lucky folk. I'ma little bit west and a little bit
south. But | did want to say you guys have a |ot of guts
for being here, and thank you for show ng up and com ng
out when peopl e can actually be here and taking comrents.
| ve been researching this project the last two
weeks. And | |ove Google. You know, you can get a ot
of information out of it. And this project seens to be a
lot |ike the Water Fix. And then that other thing, back,
you know, when | was in high school and dinosaurs roamned,
was the Peripheral Canal. This doesn't seemto be nuch
different.

And | was reading through some historical stuff
and | saw somet hing about the former enpl oyee of the
Metropolitan Water District fromLos Angeles there. He
was the director of the Departnment of Water Resources --
and this is 1980-sonething -- and he was tal king about
the Peripheral. So this has been going on for 30 years
basically, and it's the same plan.

| have two alternatives that | wanted to go
through. One of the things that | was -- | was rubbing
my eyes one night, and ny lady friend came in, and she
said, "Yeah, why does it have to be underground? Wy not
do a pipe? | nean, | did mention that to a |ady over

here (indicating), and she said, "God, that would be

Public Hearing
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ugly." But do you have any idea how ugly this tunnel's
gonna be? | nean, the Delta will be gone.

| watched the videos on Metropolitan's website
there on the Delta Fix, and what they're gonna do every
four mles. They' re gonna open a big crater and have
mai nt enance permanently. You're gonna destroy everything
here, going south. Wy not just stick a pipe on top of
It? You can paint it pink if you want to and nake it
| ook pretty and put flowers on it, but it'd be a hell of
a | ot cheaper than $12 billion.

And does anybody else think it's kind of creepy
how much Metropolitan Water District has to do with you
guys and the water thing in general? | mean, they're,
| i ke, everywhere.

It's a big pipe, leading to ny |ast statenent.
It's areally big pipe. It doesn't natter whether you
have two tunnels, four tunnels, one tunnel. You're gonna
destroy it by digging that out. |f you're digging under
wat er and peat soil, you're gonna have to inject grout,
so you're gonna kill the groundwater with that. $12
billion doesn't cover it. That's 30 mles you guys are
gonna go. It's insanity. |If you gotta do sonething, do
a pipe.

The other -- and the second and the |ast thing

|"'mgonna say is, you have to -- if you really want an

Public Hearing
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alternative, you have to take the noney away fromselling
water. You've got Resnick and Vidovich and all these
guys down there making their billions on selling water
They're taking your water. They're taking your water
rights, and they're selling it and maki ng noney. Until
somebody can put a cap -- you have to put a cap on how
much nmoney they can make. Until you do that, you're

al ways gonna be in deficit wwth water. Thank you very

much.

R FREFFFFfFFfaaaonan.

N N
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Lo o that | | os.

—Thank—you—

M5. HAMER. H. M nane is Corie Haner. | want
to thank you for comng to Walnut Gove. | particularly
want to thank everybody here that came to a neeting
tonight. | think this is awesone.

| have just a basic two comments. M first
coment is, Mother Nature took mllions of years to
create this estuary; we can destroy it in ten years or

|l ess. So just be really, really careful and think about
how many years it's going to take to restore it if we do
mess it up with this tunnel project. It'll never cone
back. The estuary could never cone back in any of our
lifetines if we destroy it. Now, that's ny basic first
coment .

My second conment is that |"'mreally worried
about the fact that you only want to take water during
hi gh-water events. That's |ike saying |'monly gonna
feed my famly dinner when ny boss gives ne a bonus; the
rest of the time, ny famly has to go hungry. They're
not gonna be too happy about that. They're gonna be
hungry all the tine because | don't get bonuses all that
of ten.

So what's to keep us frombeing forced to give

more and nore water that we don't have to Southern

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020 46


19244
Highlight

19244
Cross-Out

19244
Text Box
DCS368


DCS368

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

[TIEN
(o)

A0 0 0 B e

California and the users down there? How can you just
say oh it's only during high water events? Hey, they're
gonna be hungry all the tinme. | really think that this
Is not a good plan. Thank you.
N : | s
hod_of _achievi : F 4 I |

PEEEES
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MR HSIA: H. M nane is Douglas Hsia. |'ma

resident of Walnut G ove on Gand Island. I'malso a
conm ttee nenber of the stakehol der engagement conm tt ee.
Vell, first of all, 1'd like to share ny
favorabl e experience with the stakehol der commttee. |

mean, you guys do a good job, and you guys take a | ot
more seriously with us than | expected. And you give us
enough great, in-depth explanations of the work in

progr ess.
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Vell, nowl'd like to echo with James Mtlow s
coment today, which is about Congressman John
Garanendi ' s | eadership pickup plan, which is a -- taking
water fromthe Deep Water Channel at the intake near Rio
Vista, and this is the bridge of our essential corridor.
And | think that plan is good because -- | think it is
good because | think it will have nuch | ess inpact on the
environment, it's much less work, and it probably have a
lot less -- it takes away a | ot of caution that the
peopl e show here.

So | would sincerely |like to have John
Garanendi 's Deep Water Channel plan to put on the

st akehol der conmttee, and we can try to explore and

study further. That's all.

PR PFPPREPOEORESconomeon -

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020 54


19244
Cross-Out


© 00 N oo o &~ W DO

I R N T N N S I o S R e N o i
g A W N P O © 0O N oo o M W N P O

DCS369

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020

DELTA CONVEYANCE PRQJECT:
SCOPI NG AND CEQA
PUBLI C HEARI NG

[CERTIFIED CDPY]

LOCATI ON OF HEARI NG
Jean Harvie Comunity Center
14273 River Road
Wal nut Grove, California 95690

REPORTED BY: BRI ANNA RUDD, CSR NO. 13668

ATKI NSON- BAKER, | NC.
www. depo. com
(800) 288-3376

ABI FILE NO. AE014Co

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020



kfrias
Certified Copy


© 00 N o o A W NP

N N N T T S T e R e R R R N i =
g A W N P O ©W 00 ~N O O » W N P O

DCS369

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

APPEARANCES
JANET BARBI ERI, Hearing Facilitator
CARRI E BUCKMAN, Power Poi nt Presentation

Al so Present:

MARCUS YEE, Departnent of Water Resources
BARBARA JONES, Departnent of Water Resources
KRI STI NA REESE, Departnment of Water Resources
CONNOR BLOCK, Department of Water Resources
FRANCI SCO ADAMA, I nterpreter

COMMENT BY:

---000---
I NDE X
QRA SESSI O\: PAGCE:

Nl kki Seward......................... 17
JimWallace.......... ... ... .. .. 20
Brian Dawson. ........................ 22
Mary Elizabeth....................... 22
Max DeValt........................... 23
Gegory Robinson..................... 24, 57
Mary Elizabeth....................... 25
James Motlow. ........... ... ... ... .... 27
Russell QCans.......... ... ... .......... 28
Dave Stirling........................ 31
Mariah Looney........................ 33

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020




© 00 N oo 0o »~ W N P

N NN N NN P P P PR PP PR
g A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N B O

DCS369

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

| NDE X (Cont.)

COVMENT BY: PAGE
Donald Barnes.............. ..., 34
Russel | van Loben Sels............... 36
Stuart Walthall...................... 38
Peter Stone............ ... .. .. .. .. ... 39
Susan Caston.............. ... .. .. .. .. 42
Dr. Jeffrey Mchael.................. 43
Corie Hamer............ .. .. ... ... .... 46
Emly Pappalardo..................... 48
Barbara Daly......................... 50
Douglas Hsia......................... 53
Brett Baker............ ... ... .. ..... 54
Josephine Avila...................... 59
TimNeuharth......................... 59
Daniel Armstrong..................... 61
Mark Goble......... ... ... ... .. ... ... 62

REPORTER S CERTIFICATE. . ...... ... ... ......... 66

---000---

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020



19244
Highlight


Atkinson-Baker, Inc. DCS370
www.depo.com

Sl A 0 O e

DR M CHAEL: Thank you. M nane is Dr. Jeff
Mchael: |'mthe executive director for the Center for
Busi ness and Policy Research at the University of

Pacific. Mdst of ny conments here today, |'m gonna be
readi ng back Department of Water Resources documents to
you, because | know that is very inportant to you, on a
project of such cost and inportance, to proceed in this
process followi ng the highest professional standards.
The first comrent | have is how you're dealing
with finance and how it is typically done in projects of
extreme cost. Financial analysis and feasibility
analysis is usually done in tandemw th environmental
analysis or preceding it. This is according to
Departnent of Water Resources' own gui dance as wel |l as
other sister agencies. |t can be seenin virtually every
maj or infrastructure planning process in California and

around it.
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The FAQs for this NO says that econom ¢ and
cost considerations will be considered after the project
Is selected. That's inconsistent with the best
practices. It's inconsistent with your own guidelines.
And there's serious reasons for that. So -- and sone are
pretty obvi ous, because finance is gonna drive
operations, it's gonna drive project design, and there's
a strong reason why those feasibility considerations are
done up front.

CQuidance for a state-led feasibility study --
this is a Departnent of Water Resources report from 2016

- on page 26 says, "The nost efficient way to prepare
environnmental docunentation nay be to initiate the
process in the second half of the feasibility study
process or immediately after the feasibility study is
completed.” And | can talk a |ot nore about why that's
true, and | think it's common sense of any sort of
project planning why these things need to be considered
up front. So you have time to fix that now, and | ask
that you foll ow your own guidelines and deal with finance
up front.

The second is just tal king about alternatives
and the consequences. | understand, reading this, that
t he biggest concern that you're trying to address is the

| evee systemand its vulnerability to an earthquake.
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| was al so |ooking at Departnent of Water
Resour ces docunents for the Delta risk nanagement study
that illustrated the risks and consequences of this
from2006. 1'd like to quote fromthe first paragraph of
that study that says "Levee failures and the flooding
that follows can cause: (1) fatalities; (2) destruction
of property and infrastructure; and (3) interruption of a
portion of California' s water supplies."”

This is a Departnment of Water Resources
docunent, and it got the order of consequences correct.
Actual l'y, reading through the anal ysises [sic] of old
consequences, we find that the first two are actually a
| ot nmore serious. And | was actually |ooking at the
nunbers and conparing themto sone recent disasters, and
| found the nedian scenarios for fatalities and property
damage to be quite conparable to the Canp Fire that
destroyed Paradi se.

So inlight of that, | think it behooves you to
consi der consequences that are focused on a seismcally
resistant |evee system And in fact, another Departnent
of Water Resources docunent, in 2008, submtted to the
California state legislature, identified seismcally
resistant | evees as one of three promsing strategies to
address this risk. Department of Water Resources has not

done anything since then to investigate that, so
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recomrend that you consider that in your alternatives.

Thank you.
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M5. LOONEY: Hello. M name is Mariah Looney,
and I'mw th (Restore the Delta.

This is a project that is supposed to protect
and ensure a reliable water supply, but so far, from
everything that |'ve read, the tunnel will either not be
used half the time or protections for the Delta wll be
abandoned and the water will just be taken. How does
does that serve the entire state? Were are the real
studies on additional exports on water quality for the
Delta, and the urban Delta, of course? And is this worth
disrupting entire Delta heritage comunities?

By taking nore and nore Sacramento River water,
the Delta will be left wth salty, polluted water, |oaded
with selenium boron and brom des. Were's the plan for
mtigating harnful algal blooms during construction,
which will increase in rivers and sloughs as a result of
changing flows during construction? And that's all the
Delta, even though I nmostly focused on Stockton because |

live in Stockton.

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020

33


19244
Highlight

19244
Highlight

19244
Cross-Out

19244
Text Box
DCS371


DCS371

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

© 00 N o o1 B~ wWw N

L e o
5 W N L O

[ N e S == R T
P O © W ~N o O

"' mal so very concerned about the construction
I mpacts for Delta comunities and the urban Delta area.
There will be heavy truck traffic to all ngjor
construction sites, conpeting on |-5 and H ghway 4 and
through major arteries. Right now 30,000 people conmute
from Stockton to Sacramento, and 40,000 people comute to
the Bay Area. Were are the regional traffic studies?
This will hurt and not help our |ocal economes. And the
few hundred jobs fromtunnel construction will not offset
this economc hit.

And it wll also increase air pollution inpacts.
What will the air pollution inpacts fromconstruction be
on rural conmunities especially, and urban comunities
near the port, which has -- southwest Stockton is now an
AB 617-designated area by the State. They already have
some of the worst air quality in the entire state, and
this project is not gonna help that at all by putting 400
more trucks on the road. And | can't even inagi ne what
that would do to urban -- or rural comunities as well.

So that's all. Thank you.
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MS. ELIZABETH. |'m Mary Elizabeth: M question

was al so about the scoping summary report, the formul ate,
the project devel opnent report, and then the technica
report. So there's going to be a nunber of associated
technical reports. And | just wanted to make sure that
all of those intermediary reports will be available to
the public before the DEIR

M5. BUCKMAN: So sonme of those reports are part
of the Draft EIR, so they will be available with it. So
the technical reports certainly will be part of the EIR
They're the direct information that feeds into it, and
it's all the same piece of the analysis. So typically
t hose becone appendices to the Draft EIR and so they
woul dn't be -- we wouldn't be able to | ook through them

prelimnarily because they' re not gonna be done yet until

Public Hearing
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the Draft EIRis conplete.

MS. ELI ZABETH. (Ckay. But you're going to be
basing the Draft EIR, the final text, on those technica
documents. And folks that are trying to review these
DEIRs, you know, they have, like, a lot of homework that
they have to do to catch up to what you all have been

doing, you know, for a year, year and a half. Thank you.

M5 BARBIERI - Okay—Not—seeing—any ot her

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020 23



19244
Cross-Out

19244
Cross-Out


A O G O

DCS372

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

M5 BARBIERI:  Thanks very much
MS. ELIZABETH Hello. M name is Mary

El i zabeth, and | reside in Stockton, California. |'m
unable to attend the Stockton nmeeting, as | teach math to
adult GED and high school students in the evenings.

Si x-thousand cubi c feet per second of
hi gh-quality water bypassing the Delta is about 2.5
mllion gallons of water a mnute, which will have a huge
| mpact on Delta water quality. The disturbance of an
unspeci fied anount of soil to dig down 190 feet bel ow the
ground surface, that has yet to have a reuse identified,
I S unaccept abl e.

DWR nmust have sone better ideas, at this point,
on plans for these soils. The areas for the facilities
were not well illustrated on the few nmaps included in the

Notice of Preparation. Extensive maps should be prepared
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based on the existing descriptions and nmade available to
st akehol ders so that comments can be prepared before the
devel opment of the Draft Environmental |npact Report.
Yes, surface water flow changes will be occurring, and

t hese changes should be estimated at nmultiple points in
the Delta and at sites requested by stakeholders to
ensure that public health and recreational water quality
goal s can be achi eved.

Exi sting overallocations of surface water and
pesticide fertilizer |loading have resulted in toxic algal
bl ooms in and around Stockton, which directly inpact the
ability to use the waterways of Stockton for fishing and
recreation. These cyanobacteria produce toxins that can
become airborne -- the stench -- degrading air quality in
areas already inpacted by poor air quality.

The Notice of Preparation stated that operations
of the conveyance facility are proposed to increase DWR s
ability to capture water during high-flow events. These
are current high-flow events which will be needed locally
as a result of climte changing, snowpack storage, and as
groundwat er basins get back to sustainable yields.

Already the call for systemm de water budgets
has been made. The DEIR shoul d assess all reaches of
source water and determne high flows that are protective

of all resources. These same high flows shoul d not

Public Hearing
February 10, 2020

26



DCS372

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

© 00 N o o1 B~ wWw N

[HEN
o

A 0 0 0

solely be used by DWR but only a percentage that is
agreeable to local communities.

Speci al considerations and anal ysis shoul d be
prepared for the disadvantaged communities within the
area of construction. The DWR should be preparing white
papers that provide information to stakehol ders of the
Draft Environnental |npact Report progress and initial
findings, including the analysis behind these findings so
that, when the DEIR is conplete, stakeholders have had an
opportunity to becone educated and provide rel evant
coment s.

This project will inpact the residents from
South Sacramento to South San Joaquin County, all to
benefit primarily areas of the South that have used their
wat er resources for economc gain. Water is a human

right. Thank you
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MR. MOTLON So thank you for being here. W

really -- | really appreciate it.

Two tunnels was a bad idea -- | should also say,
l'"'ma resident of Locke, and |'mthe co-author of the
definitive book about Locke called "Bitter Melon." Like

the two tunnels, this proposed single tunnel is a bad
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| dea. The three intakes, the construction of it is a
destruction to the Delta and woul d be a destruction to
Locke, one of the | egacy communities.

There is an alternative to this bad idea. John
Garanendi has a proposal. Wiy this wasn't included in
t hese proposal s as another alternative, and why it has to
wait to be included -- and when alternatives are
considered -- is a nystery. It seens that Garamendi, who
I's our |local congressman, and who knows the Delta quite
wel |, has proposed a very conprehensive, intelligent and
far-reaching proposal that is based upon science and
primarily conservation and the restructuring of the Delta
| evees. Wy this is not being tal ked about as a
reasonabl e way, in order to save the Delta and provide

water to the rest of California, again, it's a nystery.

And thank you very mnuch.
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MR, NEUHARTH. Good evening, and thank you for

being here. M nane is (TimNeuharth. |'ma |ocal
resident of the Delta and a farmer on Sutter |sland,
right next door to Brett Baker, as a matter of fact.

So first of all, I want to thank this crowd for
being here. This is the biggest group of people that
|'ve seen, to date, that -- at least in ny experience on
this whole Delta tunnels thing. So thank you for being

here, thank you for your interest, and keep it com ng.
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And talk to your friends and neighbors and get themto
conme out and listen to this stuff as well because it's
direly inportant.

So very quickly, this whole project, for the
| ast ten years, has been nothing but the sane, the sane
project, the same point of diversion, of taking it out of
the Sacramento River before it ever gets into the Delta.
W already know that the Delta is hurting and having
probl ems, but yet we're gonna take nore water out of it.
Real | y? Does that make sense to anybody? Doesn't to ne.

So this project is astronomcally wong. It's
wong fromits financial costs. If you don't believe ne,
see what happened to the Bay Bridge, the new Bay Bridge,
where that cost originated fromand where it nowis,
which is tenfold of where it started. This'll be the
same darn thing. |It's astronomcal in its inpact on the
Delta. It's already environmentally fragile. It has a
huge agricultural base. It has a huge recreational base.
Al of that's gonna go down the drain. And that's pun
I nt ended.

So it is wong fromthe get-go. W talked
about, in this handout that you have, on page 2, and
sonebody el se tal ked about it, about alternatives. There
are alternatives. | don't see any alternatives. |It's

the sane map we' ve been |l ooking at for years. Were are

Public Hearing
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the alternatives? And they are out there. Emly

Pappal ardo tal ked about Dr. Pike's western intakes
concept. That's a damviable alternative, if you ask ne.
But nobody's looking at it. W' ve got the sane darn
thing we started out in the first place.

And it is wong -- it is the absolutely wong
place to take the intakes. If you have a through-Delta
systemthat lets the Delta do its job environnentally,
agriculturally and recreationally, then you got the right
concept. But this does none of that. It is detrinental
to everybody involved that has any kind of econom c stake

inthis Delta region and in this state. It is a bad, bad

choi ce and concept. Thank you

Public Hearing
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—fine—
MR. OANS: Russell QGans. | live in Locke. |'m
on the Delta Legacy Commttee. |'ve been thinking about
the tunnels since we were first allowed to hear about

them There was a lot of planning that went on wthout
us -- the Delta, | nean.

| have two points to nake. One of themis a
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conparison and the other one is an analogy. The
comparison is other projects that are estimated to be
funded, what they are estinated at and what they're
finished at. So we'll start with the Bay Bridge. The
first estimate was a billion; the cost was 6 billion.
There was a "Big Dig," a big tunnel back in Boston years
ago, for people famliar -- it was, | think -- let ne get
the right number here so | don't get questioned. The
first estimate was 2.56 billion; 24 billion was the fina
cost. Little short.

I n Washington state, there was a "Big Bertha."”
| f you remenber, the nmachine broke down digging the
tunnel. It sat there for two years. The
80-m | lion-dollar machine cost $120 mllion to fix. So
|"mjust conparing the estimates to what we think this
tunnel -- you think, | should say, this tunnel is gonna
cost .

The second thing is an anal ogy. Wen | was
young and | would argue with ny elders -- nyself, at this
age -- their conmon answer to very conplex problens, say
foreign policy difficulties with another country, we
had-- we couldn't -- we didn't -- there was no
sensitivity. W didn't work with diplonmacy and trying to
do econom ¢ sanctions. Their answer was al ways the sane,

"Nuke 'em " That was a conmon thought then in the '50s,

Public Hearing
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"Nuke 'em It was so successful in Japan that they

t hought everything was a quick fix, big one solution, no
subtlety, no -- so this tunnel is the sane kind of answer
tome. It's like, just nuke the Delta, nuke it, change
it. One answer.

James brought up the nultifaceted approach that
John Garanmendi has witten. It's, to me, the only
solution for a future, a sustainable future. This is
California. W' re technologically advanced. W're the
| eaders in the world -- and we're gonna build a tunnel?
Let's see. One end lower than the other. | mean, hello?
Desal i nation, conservation, reclamation, above-ground
storage, bel ow ground storage.

There are so many solutions to what will be a
real problemin California in the future. But let's
think for the future. If we put the infrastructure up, a
pi peline for desalinization plants along the coast, when
t he technol ogy evolves to nake it cheaper, everything
wll be there. Al the work won't be wasted. |If the
prevailing weather patterns, which I'mreadi ng about, are
supposed to dunp rain farther north into Oregon and
Washi ngton, there won't be water in the Sierra to come
down and go into a huge tunnel

Anyway, | just wish you to use your

intelligence, so instead of calling it "The Big Dig" or
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"The Big Bertha," it won't be known as "The Big Stupid."

Thank you.
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MS. PAPPALARDC: H. M nane is Emly

Pappal ardo: | grew up on Steanmboat Slough. | also work
for MBK Engineers. W're district engineers for several
reclamation districts in the Delta. | wanted to urge you

toinclude a few other alternatives. 1'll also be
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providing a witten conment because | have a lot nore to
say than four mnutes here.

But when considering the project's objectives,
one of the objectives is to guard agai nst an earthquake
that could cause nmultiple levee failures and disrupt

wat er supply, citing that the | evee systemwe currently

have -- that currently conveys the water, | would say,
quite reliably -- is not sufficient for that kind of
event .

So | would like to echo what Dr. Jeffrey
M chael s said in |ooking at bringing up the |evees to
t hose seismc standards so that you | ook through a
t hrough-Del ta Conveyance, given that we're already -- the
project proposal is for a dual conveyance option. So you
have to | ook at the |evees, no matter what option you're
| ooking at. And furthernore, for the ten to 20 years
we' re gonna be fighting about this, the levees still need
to be inproved to keep conveying that water to the south.
So you need the |evees no matter what.

Second, to look at capturing stormflows, |
woul d suggest that you | ook at the -- an intake on
Sherman Island this was proposed by Dr. Bob Pike in the
| ost go-around. | think he was told that he was too late
in the process to include this as alternative, but | hope

we are early enough now that we can.
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Wien you | ook at how you're going to study this
EIR it says we're using assumed operations. Operations
are gonna be a huge inpact to the Delta, so the only way
toreally control that is to control where the project
goes. Because where it currently is, we have to trust
that the State's not going to violate the North Delta
Wat er Agency contract or -- and be consistent with

current water rights. But we know that |aws can change

© 00 N o o1 B~ wWw N

and contracts can be violated. So ny suggestion is to

[HEN
o

put it down where there's a natural control, where it
goes through the Delta, it serves all its purposes for
the ecosystem agriculture and the communities, and then
you get water where you should | ast.

| would like to thank you for the coments
today. Please fix the |evees and save the Delta. Thank

you
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s not—a good plan— Thank you—

MR. POPE: Hello, ny name is (Robert Pope. |'ma
resident of the Delta a little further south than Gakl ey.

This project seens to me to be a disingenuous
met hod of achieving just sone of the stated -- the newest
version of the stated water goals that we have. |t does
not seemto address at all the strengthening of the
current levees. It -- the current exports already have a
damagi ng effect on the ecosystem It appears as though
the new systemwoul d increase flows even nore, further
damagi ng, further increasing saltwater intrusion into the
Delta ecosystem harmng sal non, the |ocal comunities,
other inpacted species. It appears the alignnent of the
tunnel s, once we start shipping it south, is right
through a heron breedi ng ground, according to the nap.

W already seemto have a problemwth
prioritizing, where one of the stated goals is to
I ncrease groundwater for drinking water purposes down in
the Central Valley, and we already ship a ton of water
down there that's being used by al nonds and the Resnick
empire. The -- let's see -- the planned tunnels -- or

this whol e system does not seemto inpact where floods
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have occurred over the last 30 or 40 years, which is up
in Folsomand north or Sacramento. | don't see how this
woul d i npact the control of flooding, which is one of the
stated water goals.

Seens |like it'd be a much better plan to
i ncrease the size of storage and start shipping water
fromsouth of the Delta, let's say, from you know, the
southern Sierra Nevadas, fromplaces |ike New Mel ones
Dam Don Pedro, Pine Flat, Lake M ure, perhaps increase
those. Right now, we're -- | just read today we are
| ooking at increasing the size of the damup at Lake
Shasta another 16 feet or sonething, which would increase
the exports of water through the Delta.

And last, | also firmy believe Southern

California needs to start working on desalinization.

Thank you.
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—Elizabeth—and Janes Mot low -~ "Mptlaw'? Sorry
L oai ¥ . |

MR ROBINSON: Good evening. Thank you for
visiting us tonight. M name is (Geg Robinson. |'ma
citizen of Walnut Gove, and |I'malso volunteer with the
Cosummes River Preserve. The preserve is a conservation
partnership of seven different agencies who privately own
land in the Delta.

The sol e objective of this partnershipis to
restore this land to natural habitat. This habitat is a

refuge for many native species and a vital part of the

Public Hearing
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Pacific Flyway. Your planned conveyance corridors run
right through our preserve and coul d destroy it. Natura
habitats |ike ours have all but disappeared from
California. |It's not |like we can just pick up our
project and nmove it to get out of your way.

Can't you please find another route? There nust
be another solution that provides the aqueduct with the

wat er you need but al so spares the rare biodiversity that

we are trying to protect and preserve. Thank you.
MS. BARBIERI: Thanks very much.

FPFPFTFPFFPFFFfP CSom~ommon >
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MR ROBINSON' So if the other two people cone

back, I'Il yield the floor to them | only talked for
one mnute before, kind of glossed over. It was too
quick. So I'mgonna take another two mnutes. | wanted
to point out two things.

| love Walnut Gove. And I'mglad you' re here.
| hope you're listening. And please be considerate of
t he special needs students and what the inpact of
construction will be to them The people whose
retirenment homes are here, they' ve got nowhere else to
go. And I'msensitive to the water skiers and the sal non
fishers, but | feel | need to speak for those who don't
have a voice, and that's the environnent.

At the Cosummes River Preserve, what we've done
Is taken cultivated farnland and restored it to natural
habitat, and it is now home to over 250 bird species,

over 40 fish species, and sone 230 plant species. And |
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woul d feel than an environmental inpact study would be
| nadequat e unl ess you consider all the species that live
and are preserved. And if you need help, I'Il send you
an e-mail, and I'Il put you in touch with the nmanagenent
fromour preserve, and we'll get together. W'Il work on
those. W don't want to go to the courts. Cooperation
is what it's all about. And maybe we can work together.
But we need to save the environment. This is a very
delicate ecosystem and we don't want to |ose it again.

Another thing | wanted to nention, | heard about
something that triggered ny menory. The biggest problem
with the tunnels project was not engineering. That's
just science. It wasn't -- environnental inpact studies
were done. The probl emwas managenment and control. You
can tell us you're only going to take water during peak
periods. You can even wite |aws saying that water can
only be taken during certain flowrates. But what's to
prevent anybody from once you turn this thing on, just
to leave it on so it drains the river? It's gonna happen
i nnocently enough. There's gonna be a fire. There's
gonna be a drought. Some farnmer is gonna to |ose their
crops. You need nore water. You're gonna change those
requi renents.

What can you possibly do to maintain managenent,

to install controls and protect everybody's interest? |
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tine.

don't see how that can be done. So thank you for your
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M5. SEWARD: So |'m(Ni kki Seward with Snug

Har bor over on Steanmboat Slough, and this is a clarifying
question. | did read the NOP. | |ooked at your naps and
all that. And I'malso looking at a different map. It's
called "Delta Conveyance Soil Investigations." And if

ot her people have seen this, there's about 200 different
borings planned to pop into all of our drinking water
aquifer all over the Delta, and it is a different series
of borings than what your map just shows.

So ny question is: Wat's the purpose of

Public Hearing
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popping into our drinking water aquifer all over the
Delta if you're only going either of those two |ocations?

M5. BUCKMAN: So the soil investigation initia
study and mtigated negative declaration is a separate
project, and the comrent period for that is closed.

W' re working on addressing comments on that docunent.

So | did want to just highlight that the purpose
of that is alittle different, soit's to really develop
a better understandi ng of geo-technical infornmation
t hroughout the Delta. And as such, the -- what was done
Is a lot of the geologists went through and | ooked at
graphs and information that was still useful within the
Delta and highlighted those |ocations. W are working
within the ISMND to nake sure we aren't affecting
drinking water with any of the actions that we take, and
we' || make sure that we have a full assessnent there.

But the purpose of that is alittle different, and that's
why the maps do not |ine up.

M5. SEWARD: (kay. So if the document said
"Del ta Conveyance Soil Investigation" -- it didn't say
i nvestigations for tunnels. It didn't say investigations
for fish screens. It didn't say investigations for
what ever other projects you're talking about. It said
specifically related to this project. So again, you're

not really -- what are these other projects, then, that

Public Hearing
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you are popping through our drinking water aquifer for?

M5. BUCKMAN. So it is related to what we are
doing for Delta Conveyance, but we also wanted to better
understand -- we don't know what alternatives will be
suggested during scoping. We didn't want to limt -- and
really, at the tine we were devel oping that map, we
didn't have a proposed project yet, so we didn't know
where it would be. But we don't want to limt it at this
point, given that we don't understand where the
alternatives will be. And we know that those areas are
areas that need additional information on the geology in
order to better informthe geologic information avail able
within the Delta.

M5. BARBIERI: So we probably want to try to
move on to the next question.

M5. SEWARD: Ckay. But | just -- to summarize
then, you have those two routes you' re tal king about, but
It 1s possible, fromdoing the geol ogy, there could be
addi tional routes.

M5. BUCKMAN: The geol ogy woul dn't be
| dentifying additional routes, | was saying, during this
scoping process. W haven't fornulated alternatives yet.
We're waiting to hear what conmes up during scoping. And
so that's where things may cone up that we haven't

i dentified yet.
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MR STIRLING Good evening, Ms. Bucknman and

menbers of the Department of Water Resources staff. M
nane is Dave Stirling, and ny famly and | have lived in
WAl nut Grove for 35 years. | have been involved in the
tunnel discussion since 2009.

W appreciate representatives of the Department
of Water resources comng out to Walnut Grove this
eveni ng, and other Delta comunities in the next couple
weeks, to hear what we, the people of the Delta, are
concerned about regarding the governor's proposed Delta
Conveyance Project and its inpacts on our communities and
on our way of life. W are ground zero for this project.

The governor's Delta Conveyance project is an
enor nous, expensive and | engthy process. The Notice of
Preparation contains many alternatives, expandabl e and
flexible aspects, making it difficult for those of us who
| ive and do business in the Delta to address at this
time. For exanple, two, nmaybe three intakes, 75 to 150
acres in size, 3,000 to 7,500 cubic feet per second in
capacity, two different tunnel alignnents, and there are
others. How can we, here tonight, address any of these
wi th any substance in three mnutes? That's a rhetori cal

question. | -- there are also many areas that are not

Public Hearing
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addressed at all in the Notice of Preparation: the
dewat ering of groundwater; our roads and bridges and how
t hey woul d be affected.

So this statement -- short statement is not ny
comrents but to say that | plan to wait a bit |onger, try
to learn a bit nore than | have in the ten years that
|"ve been involved in this process, and to consider, and
to prepare in witing my concerns regarding the Delta
Conveyance Project's possible or likely environnmental
I mpact as | see them | may learn nore by that tinme.

"Il send it in to the Department of Water Resources in
one of the means by which they are listed on the forms
here, on March -- before March 20th, the deadline. Thank
you.

MS. BARBIERI: Thank you very much. 1"l cal
the next two speakers.

And M. Stirling, you said sonething that |
shoul d have said before, which is, thisisn't your -- the
verbal comments are not your only opportunity.

Covi ously, if you have | onger comments, nore thoughtful,
to put into witing, please, you know, know that you can
do that if you can't get everything into your four

m nutes here. But thank you for rem nding ne. | should
have done that.

MR STIRLING You can take it off my time when

Public Hearing
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send it in.
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MR, STONE: Good evening. |'m(Peter Stone, and

| ama Delta resident wwthin one mle of the northernnost
intake. And I'd like to have the follow ng comrents
consi dered during the preparation of this docunent.

But first I'd like to also say, |'ve been

i nvol ved way back in the BDCP days, and | put in nore
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comrents than you can imagine. And then when we see the
EIR that came out fromthat, my coments are sort of
focused on that. | can't get beyond the fact of all that
was ignored in that whole process, so that's kind of the
context for what ['I] say.

"Alternatives" -- there's the section in
"Alternatives: Viable other options fromoutside DWR
shoul d be considered, not just slight variations on the
tunnel proposal." And where are those going to cone
fron? | haven't seen evidence of where they' re gonna be
comng from

"Potential Environmental Effects": There are 23
listed, but they don't explicitly include construction
I nmpacts or ultimate direct inpacts on residents of the
Delta -- and it nmust. Attenpting to dewater 190 feet
down will have significant collateral inpact for the
residential drinking water wells around the tunnel and
di ggi ng sites.

Unlike the prior project, it nmust be
unacceptable in the EIR this time that it is assuned that
some people will have to abandon their hones, clearly
wi t hout any conpensation. Wlls within an appropriate
distance, a mle or two, or whatever, nust be tested and
docunented before work begins so that danage, if any, can

be clearly seen afterwards. Loss of drinking water

Public Hearing
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during nine years of construction and/or permanently for
residences is not acceptable. |f property or its use is
to be taken, or assuned that individuals will abandon
their property, it should be taken by em nent domain, not
effectively confiscated. Mechanismfor unhanded takes,
conmpensation should be built in and not requiring people
to sue the state.

FEMA has decertified the |evees, and Sacranento
County Water Resource staff now say that sone -- by the
way, | live right on the |evee -- say that some of the
| evees are so weak that they are only good enough for a
one-in-11-year flood situation, even though ten years ago
they were good enough for a one-in-a-100-year flood.
Since they are that weak, they will not be able to endure
nine years of major construction truck traffic on | evee
roads. Construction trucking during the construction
period nust have tenporary roads provided that are not on
the fragile | evees.

| amal so the chief business officer for Delta
El enentary Charter School in O arksburg and want to nake
the follow ng conment on its behalf. The intake
facilities, it's talking about there mght only be two
facilities. And if only two intake facilities are to be
constructed, it's recommended that the northernnost

I ntake be the one elimnated. This will reduce the
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significant pile-driving noise for years, negatively

i mpacting Delta Elementary Charter School in C arksburg,
whi ch has many Speci al - Ed students who woul d be

consi dered sensitive receptors and have very detrinental
I mpacts to their education. Thank you.

¥ L al : -l g b of Tui
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MR. VAN LOBEN SELS: M nane is Russ van Loben

Sel s.

| have several concerns on the Notice of
Preparation. The first one is, on page 3, there's an
assunption that the tunnel muck will be reusable tunnel
material. |It's sort of |ike: Kazaam we have tunnel
muck; now we have reusabl e tunnel nmaterial, w thout any
analysis. So | believe, in any environnental analysis,
you have to assunme that this material will not be
reusable, will have to be stored, wll have to be
treated. And until you even analyze it, | don't think
you can assune it's reusable tunnel material. So |

prefer that you call it "tunnel nuck," which it really is
and not, RTM "reasonable tunnel material."

Page 2, bullet 3 states that the purpose of
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this project is to protect the ability of the SWP and
potentially CVP to deliver water when hydrol ogi ca
conditions result in the availability of sufficient
amounts consistent with the requirenment of state and
federal law, including California and Federal Endangered
Species Act, the Delta ReformAct, as well as the terns
and conditions of water delivery contracts and ot her

exi sting applicabl e agreenents.

| woul d encourage you to include the North Water
Delta Agency contract. It specifically states the
obligations of the State with regards to water, quality,
quantity, and how it is noved through the North Delta.

It specifically states that you shall not increase the

| evel or decrease the level of the water in the channels
in the northern Delta. This project will result in
changes in those |levels and changes in water quality. So
| woul d encourage you to include that contract, as well
as your contracts to deliver water in the South.

And the third itemdeals -- and I'll read it --
"Although initial operating criteria of the proposed
project would be formulated during the preparation of the
upcomng Draft EIRin order to assess potentia
environmental inpacts and mtigation, final" --
“final...appropriate water right approvals through the

State Water Resources Control Board's change in point of
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di version process, and conpleting the consultation review
wi || occur after the environmental inpact [sic]."

Those are all -- the operation of this project
Is fundamental to the inpacts on the Delta and cannot be
deferred. Wen you consider what happened with the
California Water Fix, the decision tree and -- what is
it -- the management of it cannot be determi ned after the
fact. You need to consider that up front.

The fourth item| had dealt with, inpact should
be anal yzed not only individually but cumulatively. In
the California Water Fix, there were 65 individua
| mpacts that inpacted agriculture resources in the Delta.
Twenty of those were significant and unavoi dabl e, but yet
there was no cunul ative evaluation of what that really
did to that resource. So | would encourage you to not
only do those eval uations individually but also

cumul atively. |'mgetting beeped at. Thank you
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MR WALTHALL: H. M nane is Stuart Walthall,

and |I'mchairman of the Locke Foundation, an organization
whose mission is to primarily educate the public about

the culture of the town of Locke and the Delta.
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1 |"d like to go back to M. Mtlow s point about
2 | Congressman Garanmendi's prop -- is Water Resources
3 | famliar with that 2016 report, the six suggested points
4 | for...
5 M5. BARBIERI: You can just --
6 MR. WALTHALL: In lieu -- | nean, in lieu of the
7 | Water Fix? |Is this question-and-answer, or is this just
8 | statenent?
9 M5. BARBIERI: It's not. You can just reference
10 |it as a part of your conment.
11 MR WALTHALL: Ckay. Very good. | would
12 | reconmend that Water Resources takes a look at it.
13 | know the enphasis here is on the environnent,
14 | but | want to stress to the human beings who are in that
15 | environnent and how inportant it is for us to retain our
16 | history and culture out here. | can't address nearly as
17 | el oquently as these other fol ks regarding the econony and
18 | whatnot. But | will say, one alternative is to not have
19 | a Delta Conveyance at all. So thank you for your tine.
20
21 |
29 ||
23
24
25 |
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Next speaker, [Kelly Abreu.
MR ABREU. Yes. |I'mwth the water

commttee in the Sierra Cub, a very small group of
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peopl e but -- people that have been | ooking at this,
and they are very unconfortable with this project.

The goal s and objectives of the project are
all about security and -- security of supply and
stability of supply. That's the wong goal. The goal
shoul d be -- needs to be addressing -- install
flexibility into the system because the future of
wat er supply in the state -- it's going to be very
unstable. You need flexibility.

The problens -- ook, this project only
addresses one of the problenms. There are three
problenms in this -- inthis -- in California's water
system One is physical infrastructure. That's --
this project proposes to address that, supposedly.

The other one is ecosystemfunction. That's
conpl etely broken.

And the third one is resource allocation
policies. And this -- this project has a very unusual
and uni que and new approach to the resource allocation
by using the | anguage of the markets and pretending to
have vol untary agreenments. Even the kind of words we
use, these state water contractors. These are not
contractors. W call themcontractors in order to
give them some security of supply, sone right to

acquire water no matter what, unlike other people in
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the -- in the market, who have to buy things and have
to face flexible prices and price changes.

So the baseline here -- if you conpare a wet
year ten years ago -- or let's say -- a wet year ten
years ago to a dry year recently, what -- what's the
difference? Well, urban users dropped significantly,
maybe 10 or 20 percent. Environmental use dropped
massively, like -- 1 don't know -- half. Huge drop in
environnmental use during a dry year

And agricultural use during that ten-year
period rose significantly, 20 or 30 percent during a
drought year. Wy? Because -- | know why. [1'II] tell
you why. Because they don't see the price. They
don't pay prices. They get rights.

And they -- until we build a systemthat not
only uses the | anguage of the markets but it actually
bui | ds -- change our econom cs, using the -- what we
need here is not engineers, and we don't need | awers
and we don't need water -- farners. W don't need
urban users and urban water suppliers fromwhich --
the urban water supplier is paying nowten tinmes nore
than the rural -- than the agricultural users, and
that's a testanment to the information -- information
asymmetry and inequality of bargaining power that is

being built into our system which represents a broken
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mar ket .

We need econom sts. Until we rebuild the
system use -- putting the ecosystemfunction as a top
priority and putting the flexibility and the -- you
know, a free market or a real market nechanismin
here, where prices -- price signals are sent.

And, by the way, this is an annual system
In the springtine you probably know what your water
supply is going to be for the rest of the year, and
you woul d then expect to have nassive price changes
fromthat noment. That doesn't happen. |t doesn't
happen. Wy? Because we are not sending the price
signals to the major users. And the ones who are
getting the price signals is M. Joe Honmeowner in San

Jose, a suburban homeowner, who is getting a price

signal that is tiered prices and nore -- the nore
wat er you use, the nore you pay per unit. It's kind
of -- and that systemis broken.

W need -- until we fix those things, which
are social and ecol ogi cal problens, we -- we should --
it's like building a 30-1ane freeway to fix traffic
j ams and havi ng everybody drive for free.

Thank you.

—Ms— CLARK:— Thank—vyou—very mich— M- Abreu—
———And| believe our final -speaker -—naybe
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MR BLACK: Ckay. M nanme is Carlin Black.

|'monly speaking for myself, although the Sierra Cub
didinvite ne to this neeting, one of the reasons |I'm
her e.

The main reason that |'m speaking is that
every time | go down south, | see an incredible anount
of water waste that | would very nuch think we could

solve for much fewer dollars than the nmulti countl ess

billions of dollars this tunnel is going to cost us.
First and forenost is the fact that we're
running a river down through the desert with no

protection at all from evaporation, the aquaduct. |If
you could -- it would probably pay for itself by
putting solar panels over the aquaduct to keep the

wat er from evaporating fromthe aquaduct. It would be
a heck of a lot cheaper than the tunnel.

The other thing is that all over the state
we're going to have to start reusing all of our gray
and dirty water, cleaning it up and dunping it into
the aquifer. And until Southern California does that,

| don't see any reason at all why Northern California
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shoul d support their water supply.

And those are the two main points that |
have. The ot her people have covered very well the
amount of environnmental degradation that will happen
wth these tunnels. And | would very nmuch like to see
t hem use the conservation nmethod instead of exporting
wat er .

Thank you.
— M5 OLARK Thankyou—M - Black—
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- Thank—you—
— Pl ease proceed—

MS. (DAPHNE FROST: H. M nane is Daphne.
|'msix. | want the Delta to be clean for ny whole
life.
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— Next speaker—Brandon Dawson—
MR. DAWSON: Good evening. (Brandon Dawson,

policy counsel for Sierra Club California, here on
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behal f of our nore than half a mllion residents -- |
nmean, nenbers and supporters statew de, hundreds of
t housands of whomlive here in the South Bay.

We're here to urge you to consider a no
tunnel alternative in your EIR  The NOP's proposed
proj ect and nentioned alternatives will worsen
environnmental health conditions in the Delta, ruin the
quality of life for many Delta comunities and
I ncrease water rate costs for nmany Californians,
provi ding these rate payers with no new water.

As such, the EIR needs to include a
no-tunnel alternative that analyzes the state's use of
and investnent in |local projects and prograns relating
to water conservation, efficiency, stormwater capture
and ot her measures that achieve the same water
reliability and supply goals as the proposed project.
These types of projects are both |ess environnentally
harnful and [ ess costly.

For exanple, the Santa Clara Valley Vater
District, which so graciously housed this neeting
tonight, is currently investing mllions of dollars in
projects related to water recycling and water
purification to maintain and ensure their region's
wat er supply. Regions all across the state can

benefit fromdoing the same, with nore encouragenent
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and i nvest nent.

Moreover, this alternative should include an
anal ysis of the state investnent in restoring and
strengthening existing Delta | evees and
infrastructure. Water inports hard -- due to the
systemthat the State has set up. So nmaking sure that
those -- the systemis nmaintained and restored should
be a priority as well. This wll increase fresh water
flows in the Delta and both mtigate damage from
seismc activity and increase inpacts from saltwater
intrusion. And regardl ess of whether the tunnel is
built or not, the Delta |evees still need restoration
and mai ntenance. Delta comunities as well as the
Del ta ecosystem depend on it.

Thank you.
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My nane is John Delgado. |'mout here as a
property owner who lives in South County and relies on
gr oundwat er .

Looki ng at the proposal here, the Water
Resilient Portfolio in response to the executive order
t hat the governor has signed, the 30-sone --

40- sonet hi ng page here to look at in terns of how

water is going to affect the state and overal

operati on.

Now, |'mvery nmuch concerned with this
tunnel because -- there are sone questions that ||
pose. But I'mholding -- I'mgiving you sone insight

of sone of the things that happen when you begin to --
begin to deliver water to another area when we are
limted with water ourselves.

Along with that portfolio, you also have a
sust ai nabl e groundwater report by the California state
Departnent of Water Resources that wants to nake sure
that we have a reliable groundwater table. And then
we al so have, again, our local Santa Clara County
Water District |ooking at potentials of rezoning
groundwat er areas so that they can | evy higher water
f ees.

You know, February -- by all weather

I ndications, it's going to be very dry. And I'm
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already starting to water ny houseplants. [|'m already
starting to water ny pastures. And, again, that water
becones very crucial in our area.

So the questions that | have -- and the | ady
previously made it so we nust be in contact with the
sane organi zation. These questions that |I'm posing on
to you -- which papers -- which payers are going to
pay for the project and who will get the water in our
district? How nuch will the water district shift to
permanent fees and property taxes rather than through
wat er use? Regular rate payers need to know and who
they are subsidizing locally as well as statew de.

The ot her one. Wy are we noving towards --
W th this project when there is no contract between
wat er districts and as to who will pay and what the
tunnel wll cost?

| have several others, but | will hold that
back. Because, again, the inportant part is nmaking
sure that our |ocal comunities have the water
necessary to survive. | don't want to nove to Arizona
or New Mexico. So | want to stay here. And | want to
see that water is available in the area in which |
l'ive.

— Thank—you—
M5 CLARK Thank you— M- Delgado-
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Good evening. M nane is Josue Garcia |
represent the (Silicon Valley MEPS, an organi zation
that represents four construction units here in the
Santa Clara County, and we have a nenbership of over
7,000 construction workers here in Silicon Valley.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on
what issue included in the EIR for this critical
infrastructure project that will help ensure and
secure water and jobs for California, current and
future generations.

I n recognition of the nunber of jobs that
this project will create, in addition to jobs that
wll help to secure and nultiply once it's built, |
urge you to include in the EIR analysis of the
econom ¢ benefits that this project and various
alternatives will bring, both to the |ocal comunities
where the tunnel will be actually built and the

greater California econony as a whole, giving a
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substantial boost to the water reliability that the
project will create.

This anal ysis should include not just
short-term economc effects during construction but
al so long-termeconom c effects foll ow ng
constructi on.

The EIR al so shoul d eval uate i npact on the
project of using different tools -- tools during
construction, including project |abor agreenments to
m nimze environnmental inpacts and maxi m ze benefits,
such as shorter construction schedul es and | abor
equi ty.

| thank you for the opportunity to provide
I nput on the EIR should include and urge you to give
full thought and consi der the sweeping econonic
benefits that this project will provide to al
California workers and for famlies for all -- for

this and future generations.
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MS. G BERSON: Thank you very much for the
opportunity to comment. M nane is Meg G berson.

One thing I would like to see in the NOP for
this tunnel project is that the no-tunnel alternative
be thoroughly analyzed. And that would be not just a
cerenoni al analysis, not just a pro forma anal ysis,
but a thorough analysis of a no-tunnel alternative.

The problens that currently exist in the
Delta that will probably be nmade worse by a tunnel
shoul d be addressed. The al gae bl oons, the water
qual ity problens, the fact that people have found
that -- scientists have found that the Delta needs
nore water flowng through it, not less, fromthe
tunnel that takes water fromthe north.

Simlarly, a cost/benefit analysis for this
shoul d be part of the NOP, and that should take into
account the cost of environmental and social harns,
not just, quote, the cost-effectiveness of the project
to the public water agencies funding the project,
which is in the literature currently.

The tunnel is supposedly intended to help
protect existing supplies consistent with existing
wat er right amounts. However, California has
allocated 6 mllion nore intervening rights inits

rivers and its aquifers can sustainably provide.

Reporter's Transcript of Public Meeting
February 12, 2020

64


19244
Highlight


© 00 N o O b~ w DN

N NN N NN P P P PR PP PR R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O »h W N B O

DCS391

Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
www.depo.com

Therefore, existing water rights cannot be protected.
We do not have that kind of water.

Cimte change inpacts should al so be
consi dered thoroughly in the NOP, given the newer
estimates for hotter weather with tenperatures --
Fahrenheit tenperatures 7 to 10 degrees above the norm
from previous.

Simlarly, operational plans should be
specified before permtting is conplete. Project -- a
project of this scope, rather, should not be permtted
wi thout full know edge of the project's inpact, which
can't be determ ned w thout know ng the operational
plans. OQherwise, the result would be even nore
degraded conditions and reduced Delta outfl ow.

Arealistic tineline for all related
activities should be included, since the tunnel |ength
I's supposedly 40 mles now, not 30 to 35 mles as what
| read in the stakehol der engagenent conmttee. There
would be a 1.7- to 2-m | e-per-year progress on the
tunnel. Wth a 40-mle tunnel, that could nean a
20-year tunnel-boring or it could nean two
t unnel - bori ng machi nes, which could acconplish that in
ten years.

The finance authority also should not issue

bonds that would cover any individual or nultiple
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I ndi vi dual agency commtnments to pay for the tunnel
that DAR will not be covering.

So thank you. | |ooked for an NOP that
woul d be conprehensive and, however, at |east what |
asked for.

Thank you very much.

“ﬁ??ﬁ????"ﬁ"f{%?ﬁ*?%%

—  And thankyouto you for comngand
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MS. IRVINN. H. M nane is Katja Irvin, and

|"'mwith the -- I"'mthe conservation committee
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chairperson for the Sierra Club Loma Prieta chapter.
That's our |ocal chapter here. W' ve been working on
this for along time. M. Frost, the |ast speaker,
Is -- the board nmenbers in the back know.

And | agree -- | want to -- so | want to say
| agree with sonme things others have said. First of
all, the need for nore public input along the way.

Not just the Environnental |npact Report but other
things. | mean, nore input into the environnental

I ssues than the Environnental |npact Report, as Steve
suggested. But also just nore public input in
general .

| f you | ook at transportation projects |ike,
say, high-speed rail, they have had a I ot of public
input all the time and neetings out in the comunity.
So a lot nore of that needs to happen.

As you see, there's no one here. And that's
because nobody knows about this project because
there's no neetings.

And as far as the cost of this project, |
think everybody is kind of kidding thenselves, that
what ever costs that are going to conme out in the next
month or two are going to be half of what the cost
wll be at the end, at least. And the project is

going to take twice as long as they say it's going to
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take. Just |look at high-speed rail. Even if it's
50 percent better than high-speed rail, it's going to
take forever and cost endl ess anmounts of noney.

As far as alternatives are concerned, |
really support a really strong | ook at the no-tunnel
alternative as other speakers have el oquently given
reasons why the no-tunnel alternative is a very good
alternative. But also a very strongly and unbi ased
consi deration of the east-tunnel alternative.

| had a lot of things to say about the
scopi ng docunent, but that isn't really what this
nmeeting seens to be about. But | did want to say that
one of the things I've seen in environnental
docunents -- | don't knowif it's required or not, but
tal king about the regulatory setting. And this --
it's just inportant to discuss the relationship of the
project to a lot of state regulations that are aimng
to inprove our environment and how the project wll
contribute to neeting the goals and requirenents of
those regul ations. For exanple, the California Air
Resources Board target, under AB 398, to reduce
greenhouse gas -- or maybe AB 32 -- to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent bel ow 1990
| evel s by 2030 and 80 percent bel ow by 2050.

And, as the speaker fromthe Restore the
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Delta said, this noving water around the state -- it's
a |l arge percentage of our electricity use in the
state. At least 10 percent of our electricity use in
the state is just for noving water. And this is just
per petuating that, and howis that going to allow us
to reach our climte goal s?

And then the Delta Reform Act is a very
I nportant policy to reduce reliance on the Delta in
meeting California's water supply needs. And it says
peopl e shoul d use regional self-sufficiency instead.
But state water contractors are counting on the Delta
conveyance so they don't have to reduce their reliance
on the Delta.

Santa Clara Water District recently
conpleted a water supply master plan for the year
2040, which they plan to increase the percentage of
Del ta conveyance supplies from40 to 41 percent of
supplies and increase their overall supplies by
50,000 acre feet per nmonth. So this is not giving

incentive to do the right thing.
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M5 CLARK- Thank—you— M- Thuerlachter—
— Next speaker—Christophe LaBelle-

MR LaBELLE: Good evening. M nane is
Chri stophe LaBelle. |'man environnental policy

associ ate, speaking here on behalf of the Silicon
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Val | ey Leadership G oup and its nmenbers to express
strong continued support for nodernizing our Delta's
I nfrastructure.

The Leadership G oup represents nore than
350 of Silicon Valley's nost respected enpl oyers, who
col l ectively provide nearly one of every three
private-sector jobs in our region and contribute nore
than $3 trillion to the worl dw de econony. W joined
Wi th ot her business organi zations, |abor unions,
famly farmers, water experts, |ocal governments,

t axpayer groups and mnority groups across the state
In strong support of the governor's Delta conveyance
pl an.

California is the sixth |largest econony in
the world, and Silicon Valley is a primary driver of
our state's job creation and growm h. Yet our success
Is at risk unless we nove to protect our Delta water
conveyance system and water supply. Silicon Valley,
as aregion, is reliant on the Delta for 40 percent of
our overall water supplies and nore than 90 percent of
our drinking water.

W are pleased to see the State of
California nove forward wth the environnental review
of Governor Newsom s revised Delta Conveyance Project.

This project is a key conponent of the governor's
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directives to inprove the resilience of California's
wat er portfolio.

We under stand and support investnments to
devel op I ocal water supplies, |Iike replenishing
groundwat er basins, refilling reservoirs and
rechargi ng our existing water supplies. But wthout
reli abl e conveyance, we cannot nove water as needed
when it's avail abl e i n abundance.

This project will also inprove our
resilience and decrease salinity due to rising sea
| evel s and saf eguard supplies by noving Delta water
I nt akes nort h.

The tinme to act and make this investnent is
now, in order to ensure reliable and secure water for
our region and to protect the health of the Delta.

Thank you very much for you all, agency
staff, to work with the comunity and public on this

| nportant process for conmunity work.
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MS. LOONEY: Thank you. My nane is Mariah

Looney, and |I'm here representing Restore the Delta.

|'d like to start by saying that we are very
appreciative of the neeting in Redding being added to
benefit those in the north, especially tribal folks.
But in echoing the concerns of others, we're extrenely
concerned that there are no scoping neetings planned
for the environnental justice conmunities in Fresno or
In southeast L.A The one Los Angel es neeting was not
enough, and it was at a tinme when not a |ot of people
can get to it.

So, with that being said, which taxpayers
are going to pay for the project, who will get the
water in this water district and how much water wl |
the water district actually receive? How nmuch wll
the water district shift to permanent fees and
property taxes rather than through water use?

Regul ar rate payers deserve to know who they
are subsidizing locally. This project is noving
forward when there is no contract between water

districts as to who wll pay for what and who wi |l pay
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for the tunnel.

How much of this water will be going to big
ag? Shouldn't rate payers know that before they're
forced to pay for this project? There are recent
reports fromthe Metropolitan Water District in
Southern California that they already have too much
water. So why are they |eading the charge for the
tunnel and maki ng deal s that have given west side
farmers nore water through the operation agreenents
for the Central Valley project? Wy should urban
users like the ones here in Santa Clara Valley Water
District have to pay for this agricultural tunnel?

A single tunnel was estimated to be an
$11 billion project in 2018. At 5 percent annual
inflation, it's nowat 12.2 billion. How nuch will it
cost when the construction starts? Construction costs
are soaring. Because of construction costs and ot her
el ements, the tunnel will only nmake six to eight jobs
per $1 million spent. And the jobs won't be in this
comunity. Local water projects fromconservation and
efficiency prograns make 15 to 18 jobs per $1 mllion
spent .

To nove all of this water and build the
tunnel will waste a great deal of energy, and utility

conpanies will have to build nore power lines. There
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wll be too many -- too nuch greenhouse gas em ssions
for water or for water that will be taken away from
others. This project is bad for repairs in Santa
Clara Valley Water District, it's bad for residents of
the Delta and it's bad for California.

Thank you.
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\ he hi .

——So-—yeah-
Next speaker is (M chael Frost.
MR. FROST:. Good evening.
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| went -- and | know these consultants here.
You' ve been on the road show, going around the state.
Thank you for doing this.

You know, | have deja vu. | was doing this
ten years ago. And in ny research | figured out that
there was also a state referendumin 1982. It was
al so resurrected for CALFED in the '90s. And the
whol e plan was dreanmed up in 1890, and | think it was
a bad idea in 1890. But the external costs didn't
catch up to us until recent decades.

And in 2020 this is an absolute
enbarrassnment and an insult to nmy intelligence that
we're getting the sane talking points again. W're
| ooki ng at global environnental calamties that we
can't even understand the scope of. Those woul d
i ncl ude the insect apocal ypse, bird apocal ypse,
massi ve extinctions. And right here, Delta snelt.

So with all this water conveyance that we've
been doing for all these years to support corporate ag
and endl ess devel opnent in every direction -- the
Delta snelt are officially extinct, but you're still

proposi ng the sane projects and telling us that it's
going to -- it's going to help the fish. That's an
enbarrassnent. An absol ute enbarrassnent.

We have an entire continent that is on fire
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right now, and that continent is Australia. And
Australia is very simlar to California in a |lot of
ways. Most of the people live on the coast, wth a
wet season and dry season, and they get around 15 to
25 inches of rain per year. Very simlar to Santa
Clara Valley.

There was a m |l enniumdrought that |asted
15 years in Australia, and they were about 15 m nutes
away fromrunning out of water at the beginning of the
drought. Say three or four years in, they're Iike,
Ckay. We're going to do an interbasin pipeline, where
they're going to punp water fromone side of the
continent to the other, and they're going to do a
desal plant. Years -- and they said, And this next
year we're going to get 15 inches of rain. And then
the next year there was three inches of rain. Next
year there was four inches of rain. Next year there
was two and a half.

Ckay. Now we're in the mddle of this
thing, and we're 15 mnutes away fromrunning out of
wat er. Everything changed. The strategy changed.
The strategy changed to regional self-sufficiency.

What can give us the nost inpact for the
| onest anpbunt of noney, as quickly as possible? You

know, these tunnels are going to -- are going to be a
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stranded asset.

Australia never built the interbasin
pi peli ne because they didn't want to dry out the areas
of origin, which Californiais required to do. And
they didn't build a desal plant because it's a waste
of noney. And their regional self-sufficiency
I nvestnents saved sone of the urban areas.

Now, this is a very destructive Australian
governnent that woul d make Donald Trunp bl ush, and
they continued their rapacious activities and are now
in areal pickle. Australiais a climte change | ab.
Soif we want to take a glinpse into the future and
see what the external |andscape is going to | ook Iike,
Australia is a really good choi ce.

Organi zed |l abor. | see organi zed | abor
people here. | support organized | abor. You protect
| abor and you protect jobs.

The first jobs to be created by these
tunnels are going to be in China, to build the boring
equi pment they're going to use. This is going to be
mechani zed, industrialized. There are no jobs for
you.

There is a plethora of jobs in regional
sel f-sufficiency projects like they did in Australia.

And our back is against the wall, but we
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don't know it right now There are harnful al gae

bl oons that are popping up in the Delta right now
They wll have a direct inpact in real tinme in Santa
Clara Valley.

There -- the nonetary costs, the
environnental costs and the opportunity cost to these
Delta tunnels is imense. The opportunity cost is
probably the highest because we are wal king off of a
cliff. And we can easily, under our own power, turn
to the side and turn around and go in a different

di recti on.
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1 W urge the State to nove this project
33— Thank-you—
41 M5 CLARK:  Thank you— M- Steele-
S5 1 Our next speaker s Penelope Frost—
61— NS PENELOPE FROST:  Hello— M/ name -—-—is
—7—this better?
8 M5 CLARK. That's better

9 MS. (PENELOPE FROST: (kay.

10 Hello. M nane is Penny, and |'mten years
11 |old. | have spoken at a Delta neeting before in

12 | public, but -- I loving fishing wwth ny dad and

13 | grandpa, and |'ve spent ny whole life in and around
14 {wildlife and going fishing. And | want to stop the
15 | peopl e who take water fromthe Delta, and | think that
16 |the Santa Clara Valley Water District and state and
17 | federal governnent can help us with that.

18 But the priorities need to change. And it's
19 | not good to support the alnond farns south of the
20 |Delta that take |large amounts of water fromthe Delta.
21 | And they kill a lot of wildlife.
22 So yeabh.
23 M5 CLARK: — Thank you, Ms— Frost
24— Next speaker s Mchael Frost—
25 MR FROST-  Good evening—
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— Next speaker—El ke Rank—
M5. RANK: Hi. Good evening. |'mEl ke
Rank. |'mwth Zone 7 water agency, the whol esal e

wat er agency that serves retailers in the Livernore,
Pl easanton and Dublin. W are a state water
contractor and one of three Bay Area agencies
receiving water through the South Bay Aquaduct, which
conveys Delta water from Bethany Reservoir through

Li vernore and down to San Jose.

Del ta Conveyance and the state water project
are critical conponents to support regional and | ocal
wat er supplies, including the Bay Area. Zone 7
receives nearly 90 percent of our water supply from
the Delta, making these two conponents of utnost
| nportance -- excuse ne -- inportance to us to
reliably provide water to over 260,000 residents in
the Tri-Valley and al so to about 3500 acres of
variegated agriculture in the East Bay.

We are actively pursing ways to diversify
our water supply and enhancing resilience through
l ocal -- locally through the collaborative Bay Area
regional reliability partnership. Still the Delta
conveyance i s an indispensable private product. It
serves to protect us against Delta outages due to

eart hquakes, climte change, et cetera, and it is
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critical to the Tri-Valley's health and econom c

cluster. Thanks.

M5 CLARK:— Thank—you M- Rank—

orewater—exportsto anyplace else-
| | cinal vl I
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Yeah, ny nane is (Stephen Rosenblum |[|'ma
resident of Palo Alto. And | drove here to get here.
It took me an hour and a half in traffic. And | would
i ke to suggest that if you hold nore of these
nmeetings, that you hold themlater in the evening,
when traffic is abated. People have to cone in rush
hour. It's not -- it's not very sensible. So if you
want nore to people to turn out, | think would be
better if you held it at 7:00 instead of 6:00.

Anyway, | came here on ny own as a private
citizen. Nobody is paying me to be here. | cane to
speak for the Delta environment, because the fish and
wldlife that live there can't speak for thensel ves.
As Dr. Wiite pointed out, the fish species are
col lapsing in the Delta already. They cannot stand
any further stress -- especially in light of the
reoccurring droughts we seemto be having -- of any
nore water exports to anypl ace el se.

The proposed single tunnel will extract the
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maxi mum of 6, 000 cubic feet per second, and that's
already a |l ot nore than can be spared fromthe | ow
flowthat the Delta is presently getting.

So, also, we need to renenber, as Dr. Wite
poi nted out, that 80 percent of California's water is
used by agriculture. That neans that if agriculture
reduces consunption by 10 percent, we woul d not have
any problenms. And the reduction can be done in a
sensi ble way, by elimnating crops that are
wat er-retentive. As he pointed out, a single al nond
requires gallons of water to grow. W're essentially
exporting water to China and Japan. It doesn't nake
any sense.

And the same with grass crops |ike hay and
alfalfa, cotton. W shouldn't be growi ng those. You
know, we should be growing crops that are nore
adaptive to a Mediterranean climate and not a climate
of high rainfall or high year-end rainfall.

And agriculture also needs to increase
efficiency of water use. They can't be spraying water
in the air when the outside air tenperature is
90 degrees. It just evaporates.

Governor Newsom in a recent interview,
clainmed that this project would create a | ot of jobs.

And that's total nonsense. It will create a | ot of
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construction jobs, as the people fromthe union
poi nted out, but it will not create many |ong-term
jobs. And many of the jobs it creates will be
| ow paying jobs that are not really career jobs.
They're jobs for people that are trying to get a leg
up on the econom c | adder.

| nstead the project should be directed nore
towards fixing the problens of the Delta to protect
the existing -- existing islands and shoring up the
| evees and to protect the water quality from sal twater
intrusion. That is really one of the main issues of
the coll apse of the species, and this project wll
exacerbate it.

| think that the best thing we can do at
this point is do that and not build any tunnels.
don't think the Delta can tolerate any nore water

exports.
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Good eveni ng, everyone. M nane is (Paul
Sethy, and | serve on the board of directors at the
Al ameda County Water District or ACWD. |'m speaking
on behal f of our district tonight. | amalso a
charter menber of the Delta Conveyance Fi nance
Aut hority, representing ACWD.

ACWD serves over 350,000 residents and
busi nesses in the cities of Frenont, Newark and Union
City. About a third of our custonmers are commerci al,
I ndustrial and institutional accounts in our service
area. ACWD receives, on average, 40 percent of its
wat er supply fromthe state water project. So we have
a significant interest in the long-termreliability of
the state's water system

By the way, we were the first investors in
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the state water project and the building of Oroville
Damin 1962.

Qur custoners have made significant
I nvestments over many years in a diversified portfolio
of water supplies, including conjunctive groundwater
use and bracki sh groundwater desalination. |In fact,
our brackish water desalination plant is the only one
in Northern California and has been in operation for
17 years and represents about 20 percent of our water
delivered to our community. In fact, it was nuch
hi gher during the drought.

W continue to pursue significant water
conservation in our service area as well as regional
partnerships as well. Even with these intensive
efforts, the state water project remains a critically
I nportant water supply for our custonmers and the Bay
Area region.

Wth the threat of climte change and sea
| evel rise quickly approaching, the Delta Conveyance
Proj ect seeks to address these significant chall enges.

The project would reduce the risk of
di sruptions in the state water project supplies to our
custonmers in the event of energencies such as
eart hquakes or other water quality energencies in the

Delta. And this is critically inportant to us.
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The costs of the Delta Conveyance Project
t hat woul d be borne by ACWD custoners are still being
determ ned, and we're eval uating the business case.
ACWD continues to evaluate the cost-effectiveness and
benefits of the project as we |earn nore.

That said, based on the information we have
now, we anticipate that the Delta Conveyance Project
wi || have significant benefits to our customer base
and will be a cost-effective way to naintain a
reliable and resilient water supply for our region.

ACWD al so recogni zes the inportance of
bal anci ng water supply and ecosystem needs, as
menti oned by ot her speakers tonight, and appreciates
the State's efforts to collect input fromthe public
on this inportant project.

So thank you for your consideration of
ACWD s conments, and we appreciate the opportunity to

participate in today's scoping neeting.
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MR SMTH. Wonderful. And thank you for --
DWR staff, for hosting this open forumfor us to give
conment s.

My nane is (Chris Smth: |'mhere on behalf
of the Associated General Contractors of California.
W represent over a thousand general, specialty and

associ ate nenbers throughout the state. Qur nenbers
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work on infrastructure projects fromunder a hundred
t housand dollars to over a hundred billion dollars.
And we're here tonight in support of the proposed
Del ta Conveyance Project which is identified in the
NOP. We believe that infrastructure is vital to the
success of California' s econony, fromthe roads we
drive on to the systens that connect us, down the

pi pes that deliver water to our honmes and our

busi nesses.

Every coupl e of years the Anerican Society
of Gvil Engineers issues infrastructure report cards.
In 2019 they gave California |l evees a Drating. Qur
dans, they got a C mnus. And our drinking water
systens, they got a C  And | know from at |east ny
school days, Cs and Ds don't get hung up on the
fridge. So sonmething to work on.

During his 2019 State of the State address,
Governor Newsom highlighted that California' s water
supply has becone |less reliable over the years for a
nunber of reasons. He also stated that, quote: The
status quo is not an option. And we agree with the
governor on that point. Wthout action, water
suppl i es throughout the main distribution systemare
at risk of collapse in the event of a major earthquake

or flood.
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The proposed Delta Conveyance Project w |
address many of California' s conplex water challenges
and will be critical in inmproving infrastructure that
supplies water for mllions of Californians. Mving
forward with a project that does not deliver enough
wat er econom cal |y, though, would be a m stake. W
know t hat w thout proper water infrastructure,
California's economc growh can be slowed, rates
could rise and the health of the Delta will continue
to decline. So we need a project that can run about
6,000 to 7,500 cubic feet per second.

Acting now to inprove the security and
reliability of water supplies will support new growth
and allow us to continue to nove forward in the state.
W urge DAR to nove forward with the project now on
the NOP with the capacity for 6,000 to 7500 CFS. On
behal f of ADC and over our 1,000 nenber conpanies, we
ask you to support this project.

And thank you for your tine.

MS. CLARK: Thank you.

Next speaker is Mariah Looney.

And, Mariah, please |et ne pause for just a
moment to call up the next three speakers that can
l'ine up after her.

So the next three are Chris Snyder, Brandon
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SOUTH BAY ASSOCIATION OF

(HAMBERS,* (OMMERCE

Serving 17 Chambers of Commerce & over 60,000 Businesses in Southern California

Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce (SBACC), Board of Directors, | am
pleased to provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom's
leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most
affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

John Heffernan
SBACC Chair
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Harbor Association of Industry and Commerce
6216 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. #407

Long Beach, CA 90803

info@harborassn.com

www.harborassn.com HARBOR ASSOCIATION
OF INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the Harbor Association of Industry & Commerce (HAIC), Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being advanced by
the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom’s leadership to help
ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most

affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Henry Rogers
Executive Director, HAIC
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Chamber of Commerce

Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov
March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of Redondo Beach Chamber of Commerce (RBCC) Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor
Newsom'’s leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of
California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern
California and throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor
and business to public agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe
water shortage would come with an enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is
now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern
California has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported
and local supplies and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made
on a wide range of local projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project
remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a
manner that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our
largest and most affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta
conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Dominik Knoll
President/CEO
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Serving 17 Chambers of Commerce & over 60,000 Businesses in Southern California
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March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce (SBACC), Board of Directors, | am
pleased to provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom's
leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most
affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

John Heffernan
SBACC Chair
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OF INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the Harbor Association of Industry & Commerce (HAIC), Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being advanced by
the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom’s leadership to help
ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most

affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Henry Rogers
Executive Director, HAIC
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Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov
March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of Redondo Beach Chamber of Commerce (RBCC) Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor
Newsom'’s leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of
California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern
California and throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor
and business to public agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe
water shortage would come with an enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is
now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern
California has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported
and local supplies and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made
on a wide range of local projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project
remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a
manner that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our
largest and most affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta
conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Dominik Knoll
President/CEO
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Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce (SBACC), Board of Directors, | am
pleased to provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom's
leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most
affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

John Heffernan
SBACC Chair
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Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the Harbor Association of Industry & Commerce (HAIC), Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being advanced by
the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor Newsom’s leadership to help
ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern California and
throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor and business to public
agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe water shortage would come with an
enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern California
has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported and local supplies
and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made on a wide range of local
projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a manner
that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our largest and most

affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Henry Rogers
Executive Director, HAIC
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Sent Via Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov
March 18, 2020

Ms. Renee Rodriguez

California Department of Water Resources
Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 94236

RE: Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments
Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

On behalf of Redondo Beach Chamber of Commerce (RBCC) Board of Directors, | am pleased to
provide input for the scoping process of the single-tunnel Delta conveyance project being
advanced by the California Department of Water Resources. We appreciate Governor
Newsom'’s leadership to help ensure, safe, affordable and reliable water supplies to much of
California.

We are not alone in our support. There is widespread backing for the project in Southern
California and throughout the state from diverse and prominent interests, ranging from labor
and business to public agencies, nonprofits and agriculture. We all recognize that a severe
water shortage would come with an enormous economic cost and the time to move forward is
now.

This project is not the only step we must take to ensure water resiliency. Ensuring Southern
California has a reliable water supply in the future requires a diverse portfolio of both imported
and local supplies and conservation. Much progress and significant investments are being made
on a wide range of local projects and water efficiency, but the Delta conveyance project
remains vitally important.

We support the Newsom administration’s work to move forward in the planning process in a
manner that achieves the goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. With our
largest and most affordable supply at risk, we need the reliability the proposed Delta
conveyance project will provide.

Sincerely,

Dominik Knoll
President/CEO
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March 20, 2020

Attn: Renee Rodriguez, California Department of Water Resources, Sacramento, CA

Subject:  Delta Conveyance Scoping Comments

emailed to: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these Delta conveyance scoping comments.

The Delta Tunnel Environmental Impact Report (EIR) must consider the following points:

1. The EIR must analyze the considerable impacts to California’s salmon people, who include salmon dependent Native American Tribes and coastal fishing communities.

2. The EIR must analyze alternatives that would increase California Delta outflow and reduce water exports as compared to current conditions in the Delta.  Specifically, the EIR must examine a “no tunnel” alternative.

3. The EIR must analyze the impacts to watershed source waters and their reservoir storage, including the Trinity, Klamath, Sacramento, Feather, Yuba, American, and San Joaquin rivers.  Water quality impacts from any increased diversions must be included in this analysis.

4. The EIR must analyze the cumulative impacts of the Delta Tunnel with the new Trump Administration Biological Opinions for the Trump Water Plan, the long-term operations of the State Water Project (SWP), the Shasta Dam raise project, and the proposed Sites Reservoir project.  Would these new projects and rules be used to fill the tunnels?

5. The EIR must analyze water conservation, efficiency, and additional demand reduction measures that would be less environmentally harmful, more economical, and achieve the same water supply reliability goals and targets.

6. The EIR must analyze the tunnel’s consistency with the Delta Reform Act’s policy of reduced reliance on the Delta.

7. The EIR must adequately analyze the effectiveness of proposed mitigation and conservation measures over the term of the tunnel project, and include mitigations and protections for every impacted watershed.

8. The EIR must analyze the economic costs and benefits of the single tunnel project, as well as those of a “no tunnel” alternative and investment in water conservation and efficiency improvements to meet water supply needs.

9. The EIR must analyze the tunnel’s cumulative impacts, with particular focus on:		           

· water quality, including effects of increases in salinity, toxic hot spots, pesticides, mercury, and other pollutant discharge that will not be flushed due to lack of freshwater in the Delta; 

· biological resources, especially all endangered aquatic species that may be impacted by the SWP-- Sacramento River winter, spring & late fall-run Chinook salmon; Delta smelt and green sturgeon--as well as species in upland habitats that may be affected by the project.

· Impacts of various possible tunnel alignments

· Impacts incurred during construction of the tunnel; and  

· global climate change impacts.
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	Sincerely,



		Dr. Mark Rockwell, D.C.									 		President & VP Conservation	 									Northern Calif. Council, Fly Fishers International 							mrockwell1945@gmail.com

		Jonas Minton

		Senior Water Policy Advisor

		Planning and Conservation League 									jminton@pcl.org 

	

		Trygve Sletteland, M.A.   										Founder & Executive Director, Sacramento River Council							(merged with Sacramento River Preservation Trust in 1996)   						tbsletteland@gmail.com      

	                                                                                       



