CALIFORNIA WATER PLAN 2028

Spring 2026 Outreach and
Engagement Summary

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) launched outreach and engagement for California
Water Plan (CWP) 2028 this spring, including initial meetings of the CWP Advisory Committee (AC), State
Agency Team (SAT), Tribal AC, and Technical Working Group (TWG). To learn more about these engagement
activities, view materials from the public meetings, and stay up-to-date on future meetings, please visit
CaliforniaWaterPlan.com. This summary shares key takeaways from CWP meetings held in April and May.

California Water Plan 2028 Advisory

Committee Meeting: May 13-14, 2026 Advisory Committee Meeting Memorable Quotes

The first CWP AC meeting was held over two half-days
in Sacramento, with the option to attend virtually on e
May 13 and 14, 2026. The CWP AC is a 38-member really, really good at finding money for new
appointed body that assists and provides input to DWR, projects, and we're really, really bad at finding
and helps inform CWP 2028 development. Day 1 of the money for maintenance.”

CWP AC meeting focused on developing a shared
understanding of key CWP topics such as Senate Bill ) ]
(SB) 72, SB 659, the CWP Roadmap for 2028 and A (REE
2033, and the 9 million acre-foot (MAF) interim water
supply target. Day 2 focused on SB 72 strategies

for implementation and gathering CWP AC input on
upcoming engagement activities, including the Regional
Forums and Groundwater Recharge Working Group. The
CWP AC meeting was open to the public and included a
period for public comment at the end of Day 2. Please
visit the CWP 28 Public Involvement webpage for
meeting recordings and materials.

“One thing many of us could agree on is that we're

—Ann Willis, California Regional Director,

“Our barriers are our opportunities.”

—Karen Cowan, Executive Director, California
Stormwater Quality Association (CASQA)

California Water Plan 2028 Advisory Committee Members After Meeting Day 1


https://www.californiawaterplan.com
https://www.californiawaterplan.com/public-involvement

CWP AC members reflected on the critical role the Water CWP AC members also advised DWR that clear
Evaluation and Adaptation Planning (WEAP) model plays storytelling, transparent outreach, and building political
in setting watershed targets and shaping regional support are critical to CWP 2028’s success.
adaptation strategies and requested a deeper look into
the WEAP model’s capabilities, limitations, and inputs at
the next meeting. CWP AC members elevated the need
for greater coordination to achieve the 9-MAF interim
water supply target, and several members advised
DWR to consider how statewide infrastructure projects
could support addressing future water supply needs.
CWP AC members agreed that a diverse portfolio of
strategies will be needed to achieve SB 72 goals.

CWP AC members were asked to reflect on the most
promising water supply strategies for the communities
they reprewsent, and members ranked groundwater
recharge, new water storage facilities, and water
conservation and recycling as key promising strategies
for their regions and communities. Polling results are
shared below.

Most Promising Water Supply Strategies as Reported by California Water Plan
2028 Advisory Committee Members

Which strategies are most promising for the communities you represent? Please rank in order of priority
(1=Most Promising, 8=Least Promising)

1. Groundwater Recharge

2. New Water Storage Facilities

3. Water Conservation and Recycling

4. Stormwater Capture

5. Demand Management

6. Conveyance

7. Water Transfers

8. Desalination

CWP AC members met in small breakout groups to provide feedback on the approach to setting up and
running Regional Forums and suggested having a mix of in-person and online meetings, hosting more than
one forum in most hydrologic regions, articulating a clear purpose to focus the conversation, and working
with trusted organizations to understand the local audience and regional differences among users.



CWP AC members were asked what they would like to hear more about during future meetings; members
highlighted funding and affordability, the WEAP model and its assumptions, and projects including storage
and conveyance as key priority items for future discussion. Polling results are shared below.

What would you like to hear more about?

Priority Topics for Future Discussion as Reported by California Water Plan 2028 Advisory Committee Members
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The next CWP AC meeting will take place August 25-26,
2026, in Alhambra, CA. Please visit the CWP 28 Advisory
Committee Meetings webpage for meeting details.

State Agency Team Meeting:
April 30, 2026

The first SAT meeting took place on April 30, 2026, in
Sacramento. The SAT is a forum to facilitate meaningful
engagement and alignment of State agencies and State
government water-related plans, policies, regulations,
and investments for CWP 2028. The SAT includes 20
State agencies, and meetings are only open to State
agencies. The SAT agenda included a briefing from the
DWR Director about the innovations of CWP 2028 and
initial discussions about how the many participating
agencies will contribute—and in return benefit—from
the shared planning effort.

Tribal Advisory Committee Meeting:
May 4, 2026
The Tribal AC held their first meeting virtually on

May 4, 2026. Tribal AC meetings are open to Tribal
Leadership and Tribally delegated representatives to

fixing regulation

cost impacts
disruption snowpack

model assumptions
risk of failure

communities

represent Tribal governments, Tribal non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), and Tribal-supported NGOs and
their members. DWR staff provided the Tribal AC an
overview of SB 72, SB 659, and the CWP Roadmap for
2028 and 2033, including information about the high-
level modeling approach and the overall CWP 2028
engagement framework. Staff shared future funding
opportunities for Tribes under Proposition 4. During the
meeting, Dr. Carrie Monohan, the Tribal Representative
serving on the CWP AC, was introduced to the Tribal AC.

Technical Working Group Meeting:
May 26, 2026

The TWG held a virtual kickoff meeting on May 26, 2026.
The TWG provides independent technical review and
advice to DWR to support development of CWP 2028
and CWP 2033. Membership in the TWG is by invitation-
only, based on subject matter expertise and alignment
with the technical input required to support the CWP.
During the TWG kickoff, DWR staff shared the vision for
modernizing CWP 2028 as directed via SB 72, reviewed
the role of the TWG, and emphasized their commitment
to a technically transparent CWP process.
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