Recharge Water Rights
Permitting and Flood

Diversions
September 16, 2026

vl A

CALIFORNIA

Water Boards

Amanda I\/Iontgomery D|V|S|on of Water nghts




Water Rights Permitting

Authorization to divert and beneficially use surface water

180-day
5-year
Common starting point

Temporary
Permits

‘Standard’

Permanent - secures priority date
Longer processing time than temporary permit

Permits

Ch a nge e Modify an existing permit or license
e Temporary (180-day or 5-year)

PEt|t|O n e Permanent change
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Temporary Permitting: Challenges

GOAL: READY TO PROJECT PLANNING DEMONSTRATING PUBLIC CONCERNS
DIVERT WHEN HIGH CEQA WATER AVAILABLE FOR
FLOWS OCCUR A PROJECT

California Water Boards




Temporary Permitting: Opportunities

GOAL: READY TO
DIVERT WHEN HIGH
FLOWS OCCUR

PREFILING
CONSULTATION

REDUCED FILING FEE IF
APPLYING EARLY

5 YEARS FOR COST OF
SINGLE SEASON

STREAMLINED PATHWAY

90/20 BASED ON
EXISTING GAGE OR
FLOOD FLOWS TRIGGER

APPLICANTS EARLY
OUTREACH

PROJECT BENEFITS AND
PROPOSED PROTECTIVE
CONDITIONS
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Flood Diversions for Recharge

* No permit required

 July 10, 2023 to January 1, 2029

 Parties comply with Water Code conditions

* Noticing and reporting requirements

* Form, reports received, technical guidance on Board’s webpage
« Challenge: Availability of plans for diversion trigger
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PREPARING FOR A WET WINTER

Preparing for a Wet Winter

I " >
With Calif te, ve v |
Cali o:masumqundlmm( our rivers and streams rarely have average flow due to unpredictable yearly swings between drought and wet conditions. Climate change s n el e S e I‘ J e a ‘ n In O e
increasing how often and how intensely we see extreme weather, including winter storms with heavy rain or snow. As of mid-2026, developing El Nifio conditions in the equatorial )
Pacific are raising the chances of a wetter-than-normal wint

erin California. When the next wet winter arrives, you can be ready to divert excess surface water before it floods
land or flows out to sea.

2 Ways to Quickly Divert Water

The State Water Board's Division of Water Rights Permitting Program offers two ways to quickly divert surface water for groundwater recharge that you may want to learn about:
temporary permits for recharge and flood diversions for recharge.

No Permit Required
Flood Recharge Diversions
(Water Code § 1242.1)

Temporary Permits for

Groundwater Recharge

How can | prepare for a wet winter?

it ght, tive diverters should:

t y To act quickly when conditions are ight, prospective
ties for recharge that might not occur in typical years

Wet winters can create valuable opportunities B
1. Learn the requirements for temporary permits and) jor flood recharge diversion.
2. Consult with the Permitting Program before the rainy season starts.
ation early if one s required
3.

/you ts and prepare an applic
sl e o yance infrastructure - are ready and a

vailable before the diversion season begins.
Confirm that all essential project components - such as conve:

>

https://waterboards.ca.gov/groundwater recharge/wetwinter.html
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