
‭

‭





‭


‭

























https://mavensnotebook.com/2026/02/04/water-commission-building-californias-water-future-dwrs-framework-for-the-2028-water-plan-and-sb-72-implementation/
https://mavensnotebook.com/2026/02/04/water-commission-building-californias-water-future-dwrs-framework-for-the-2028-water-plan-and-sb-72-implementation/
https://mavensnotebook.com/2026/02/04/water-commission-building-californias-water-future-dwrs-framework-for-the-2028-water-plan-and-sb-72-implementation/


‭2‬

 and central California.  I have long been attempting to bring this approach to the attention 
 of California water agencies, who, alas, seem receptive only to  engineered (a.k.a. plumbing) 
 solutions — despite Governor Newsom's call for nature-based solutions. 

 Having gained no traction on this approach since I first began proposing it to DWR in 2009 
 (i.e., pre-SGMA), I am currently working toward completion of the scholarly, book-length 
 articulation that I plan to publish online, on a preprint server for open peer review, as soon 
 as possible this year.  The working title is, 

‭


 My entire website is about this approach, but I recognize that few, if any, onlookers have 
 grasped the concept or potential — hence the impetus for the scholarly, open access 
 document, hoping to at least get some scientists on board.  Please see the two slides at 
 the top of my  Rainfall to Groundwater Front Page  or Figure 4. Holistic Restoration Concept, 
 p 14 of the R2G Exec Summary, for an early conceptual graphic model.  (I plan to work on 
 refined concept graphics after posting the text as preprint.)  The web Front Page text offers 
 an overview and I trust the links there, along with the menu, facilitate perusal of some of 
 the rest. 

 Essentially, I propose restoration of historically degraded catchment functions to increase 
 infiltration and “percolation” — more accurately,  preferential flows  through the vadose zone 
 — of rainfall to groundwater.  In California, the most expansive areas of degraded 
 catchment functions are represented by the vast rangelands dominated by nonnative 
 annual grasslands. 

 Rainfall to Groundwater is an extension of my late-in-life, interdisciplinary doctoral 
 dissertation, “Watershed restoration for baseflow augmentation”  (Jigour, 2008 (2011)) ,  
 abstract  here  .  The GIS database I created around the turn of the millennium, of steelhead 
 streams  and their watersheds  , from SF Bay Area to San Diego Co., afforded quantitative 
 estimates of opportunities for restoration of catchment functions in especially the Central 
 West Ecoregion (a.k.a. Central Coast).  As noted in the abstract, especially significant 
 opportunities lie in the inland and upper Salinas, and upper Pájaro River watersheds, 
 Another standout is striking opportunities in the Alameda Creek watershed (Zone 7 water 
 agency).  I plan to (finally) publicly share those data among the Supplemental Materials to 
 the forthcoming preprint, as they always needed such context for comprehension. 

https://rainfalltogroundwater.net/
https://web.endnote.%2BPHJlZi10eXBlPjMyPC9yZWYtdHlwZT48Y29udHJpYnV0b3JzPjxhdXRob3JzPjxhdXRob3I%2BSmlnb3VyLCBWZXJuYSBNYXJpZTwvYXV0aG9yPjwvYXV0aG9ycz48L2NvbnRyaWJ1dG9ycz48dGl0bGVzPjx0aXRsZT5XYXRlcnNoZWQgcmVzdG9yYXRpb24gZm9yIGJhc2VmbG93IGF1Z21lbnRhdGlvbjwvdGl0bGU%2BPC90aXRsZXM%2BPGRhdGVzPjx5ZWFyPjIwMDggKDIwMTEpPC95ZWFyPjwvZGF0ZXM%2BPHB1Ymxpc2hlcj5JbnRlcmRpc2NpcGxpbmFyeSBTdHVkaWVzOiBBcnRzICZhbXA7IFNjaWVuY2VzOiBDb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gRWNvbG9neS4gIFVuaW9uIEluc3RpdHV0ZSAmYW1wOyBVbml2ZXJzaXR5PC9wdWJsaXNoZXI%2BPHdvcmstdHlwZT5Eb2N0b3JhbCBkaXNzZXJ0YXRpb248L3dvcmstdHlwZT48dXJscz48cmVsYXRlZC11cmxzPjx1cmw%2BaHR0cHM6Ly9yYWluZmFsbHRvZ3JvdW5kd2F0ZXIubmV0L3dhdGVyc2hlZC1yZXN0b3JhdGlvbi1mb3ItYmFzZWZsb3ctYXVnbWVudGF0aW9uLWppZ291ci0yMDA4LTExLWFic3RyYWN0LzwvdXJsPjwvcmVsYXRlZC11cmxzPjwvdXJscz48cmVjLWd1aWQ%%3D
https://rainfalltogroundwater.net/watershed-restoration-for-baseflow-augmentation-jigour-2008-11-abstract/
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