Agenda ltem: 14
Meeting Date: February 18, 2026

California —
WATER COMMISSION
Legislative Update
Background

The Commission receives regular updates from the Department of Water Resources (DWR) on
proposed and recently enacted legislation that impacts water management in California.

This agenda item is consistent with Goal Three of the Commission’s Strategic Plan, which calls
on the Commission to use its public forum to explore pressing water management issues and
includes an objective to “engage with and invite experts, interested and impacted parties, and
State representatives to brief the Commission on pressing water management issues.”

Meeting Overview

At this meeting, DWR’s Deputy Director for Legislative Affairs, Kasey Schimke, will brief the
Commission on the status of State legislation introduced as part of the 2026 legislative year and
relevant budget items. Following his remarks, the Commission will hear Tribal and public
comment and discuss the information presented.

This is an informational item.

Contact

Sarah Lesmeister

Assistant Executive Officer
California Water Commission
(916) 450-8402
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