Panelist Links and Resources:
The Heat is On: Protecting California from Extreme Heat
Secretary Speaker Series
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Crowfoot

California Natural Resources Agency: https://resources.ca.gov

Secretary Tomiquia Moss, California Housing and Homelessness Agency
· Amanda Brown-Stevens, Executive Director, Greenbelt Alliance
· Erin Curtis, Executive Director, Strategic Growth Council
· Isabel J. Baer, Branch Manager, Habitat Conservation Planning Branch, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
· Neal Sharma, Director, California Wildlife Program, Wildlife Conservation Network

Celebrate Latino Heritage Month - 
https://resources.ca.gov/latinoheritagemonth 

CNRA Who We Are: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are
Wade Crowfoot serves as the California Natural Resource Agency Secretary, working to protect the unique environment and resources that are precious to the state. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1996 with a BA in Political Science, then in 2004, he earned his MSc in both Public Policy and Environmental Policy from the London School of Economics and Political Science. Crowfoot started his extensive career in government climate affairs in 2008 when he was promoted from Director of Government Affairs to Director of Climate Protection Initiatives at the Mayor’s Office for the City and County of San Francisco. In 2009, he began working with the Environmental Defense Fund as the West Coast Political Director, where he did policy work related to climate, water, and oceans.  In 2011, under former Governor Edmund G. Brown, he began working with the Governor's Office, starting as Deputy Director at the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, then shifting to Deputy Cabinet Secretary in 2013. In 2016, he moved his work to the Water Foundation, where he served as Chief Executive Officer. In 2019, Crowfoot was appointed CNRA’s Secretary by the Office of Governor Gavin Newsom, where he has served since. 

Secretary Tomiquia Moss, California Housing and Homelessness Agency
CHHA Website: https://www.housing.ca.gov/ 

https://www.housing.ca.gov/about-chha/leadership/secretary/ 
Bio: Tomiquia Moss is the Secretary of the California Housing and Homelessness Agency (CHHA).
As Secretary, Tomiquia leads and oversees 5 entities that are responsible for defending civil rights, funding and preserving affordable housing, expanding homeownership, and working to prevent and end homelessness statewide. Tomiquia brings more than 20 years of leadership experience in the nonprofit and public sectors with expertise in housing and homelessness, public policy, civil rights, and community development.

Secretary Moss previously led the Business, Consumer Services and Housing Agency (BCSH), overseeing 12 entities and more than 40 boards and bureaus with the goal of expanding safe and affordable housing; advancing efforts to prevent and end homelessness, protecting consumers, and safeguarding Californians’ civil rights. She founded and led All Home, a Bay Area organization advancing regional solutions to disrupt the cycles that perpetuate homelessness and poverty. 

Tomiquia was the CEO of Hamilton Families, which offers emergency, transitional, and permanent housing services for families experiencing homelessness. She previously served directly under the mayors of both San Francisco and Oakland, and as the Executive Director of the HOPE SF Initiative.

Statewide Housing Plan: https://statewide-housing-plan-cahcd.hub.arcgis.com/ 

California Debuts the California Housing and Homelessness Agency (CHHA) : https://www.housing.ca.gov/news/california-debuts-the-chha/ 

Housing and Community Development: https://www.hcd.ca.gov/ 	

Housing and Climate Change:
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-and-research/intersectional-policy-work/housing-and-climate-change 

Housing and Climate Change policy brief:
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/plans-reports/docs/pb04housing_climate_change0214.pdf 

Governor Newsom awards $11.3 million to 13 prohousing communities to build more affordable housing:
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/about-hcd/newsroom/pip-awards-2026 

Amanda Brown-Stevens, Executive Director, Greenbelt Alliance 
https://www.greenbelt.org/ 
https://www.greenbelt.org/team/amanda-brown-stevens/ 

Bio: 
As Greenbelt Alliance’s Executive Director, Amanda Brown-Stevens directs the organization’s strategic vision in building a more climate-resilient Bay Area.

Amanda (she/her) brings a strategic vision for Greenbelt Alliance and the Bay Area informed by her experience in advocating for well-planned cities and towns and the protection of our region’s iconic greenbelt lands for over two decades. As Executive Director, Amanda has overseen an updated mission and vision for the organization to build on Greenbelt Alliance’s incredible legacy and meet the climate-related challenges facing our region today. During her tenure, Greenbelt Alliance has increased organizational expertise in nature-based interventions reducing fire and flood risk, and has deepened and broadened local community partnerships around the Bay Area with a focus on communities most vulnerable to climate hazards. Greenbelt Alliance also continues to be a leader in making the environmental and climate case for infill housing around the region and a strong voice for protecting our region’s iconic open spaces, wildlife habitat, and farmland from destructive sprawl development.

Smart Growth and Land Conservation Advocacy | Greenbelt Alliance: https://www.greenbelt.org/category/actions/ 


Erin Curtis, Executive Director, Strategic Growth Council
https://sgc.ca.gov/ 
https://sgc.ca.gov/about/staff/executive-director/ 
Erin Curtis was appointed by Governor Gavin Newsom as Executive Director in December 2024. She is a strategic public affairs veteran who has spent the last 15 years working with federal and state agencies on climate and natural resources policy. Prior to her appointment, she worked as a policy communications consultant. She served as the Deputy Secretary for Communications and External Affairs at the California Environmental Protection Agency from 2020-23, where she worked on many of the Administration’s climate initiatives, including drought and water policies, as well as the California Air Resources Board’s world-leading regulation to phase out sales of new gas-powered cars by 2035.

SGC Grant Programs: https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/ 

Grant Programs: Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities - Strategic Growth Council https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/ahsc/ 

Extreme Heat Action Plan: https://lci.ca.gov/newsroom/news/2026/state-releases-2026-extreme-heat-action-plan/ 

SGC's Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation Program: https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/salc/ 

SGC's Transformative Climate Communities Program: https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/tcc/

SGC's Tribal Housing and Capacity Building Initiative: https://sgc.ca.gov/initiatives/tribal/thcbi/ 

Isabel J. Baer, Branch Manager, Habitat Conservation Planning Branch, California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/ 

Habitat Conservation Planning Branch: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Organization/HCPB 

Landscape Conservation and Advance Mitigation Planning: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning 

Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP): https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/NCCP 

Conservation and Mitigation Banking: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Banking 

Western Joshua Tree Conservation Fund
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/WJT/WJTCA/Fund 

Neal Sharma, Director, California Wildlife Program, Wildlife Conservation Network 
https://wildnet.org/ 
https://wildnet.org/person/neal-sharma/ 
Neal Sharma joined the Wildlife Conservation Network in 2021 to lead the California Wildlife Program, which strives to protect and restore ecological connectivity throughout the state. His work incorporates experience with science and planning, protected areas, land stewardship, linear infrastructure, and policy. Prior to his work with WCN, he was with Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST), where he focused on the organization’s efforts to establish a protected network of resilient ecosystems that enable wildlife to persist and adapt in a changing landscape and climate. In addition to conservation work, he enjoys writing and playing music, reading, cooking, gardening, and getting in motion. He holds a master’s degree in landscape architecture from Cal Poly Pomona, with a focus in landscape ecology and regional planning, and a BA in social ecology from UC Irvine. He was born and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Learn more at https://wildnet.org/news/ 

Conservation without borders: https://wildnet.org/our-impact/ 
