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Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resoures Agency
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Secretary Speaker Series
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series

Women’s History Month
 https://resources.ca.gov/womenshistorymonth 

Cutting Green Tape: https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Cutting-Green-Tape 

As Trump tears apart decades of environmental progress, Governor Newsom restores nearly 300,000 acres of habitat and cuts average permitting time to 42 days | Governor of California
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/03/02/as-trump-tears-apart-decades-of-environmental-progress-governor-newsom-restores-nearly-300000-acres-of-habitat-and-cuts-average-permitting-time-to-42-days/ 
SECRETARIAL MEMORANDUM (2.27.2026): Institutionalizing Cutting Green Tape Improvements
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Green-Tape/CGT-Secretarial-Memo-20260227.pdf 
Climate Bond – Prop 4
https://bondaccountability.resources.ca.gov/Propositions/Proposition_4_Climate_Bond 
Claire Buchanan, Central Valley Regional Director, CalTrout
https://caltrout.org/staff/claire-buchanan/ 

Born and raised in Northern California, Claire has always loved and appreciated the wild resources in California. She graduated from University of California Santa Barbara with a BS in Biological Sciences and has a diverse background ranging from agency work, start-up experience and most recently, ecological consulting. Her passion for conservation and adoration for the outdoors overlaps both in her work and her recreational interest, Claire loves backpacking, angling, paddling, reading, and swimming.

Sunol Valley Fish Passage Project on Alameda Creek | California Trout https://caltrout.org/projects/sunol-valley-fish-passage-project-alameda-creek/#impact 
This project, located along Alameda Creek between the San Antonio Creek confluence and Calaveras Dam in Alameda County, aims to restore fish passage for native fish species by removing existing erosion control matting and relocating a gas pipeline. Activities also include re-grading several hundred feet of Alameda Creek and creating new pools and meanders. The project is expected to enhance more than 20 miles of habitat for migratory fish, including Central California Coast steelhead, Chinook salmon and lamprey species. Shortly after completion on the project in late 2025, Chinook salmon were spotted upstream of the former barrier. 
Ann Baldridge, Executive Director Resource Conservation District of Greater San Diego County  
https://www.rcdsandiego.org/ 
BIO: https://www.rcdsandiego.org/ann-baldridge
Ann joined the Resource Conservation District (RCD) of Greater San Diego County in 2012, where she initially led and developed various programs and projects targeting natural resource conservation, climate-smart agriculture, wildfire risk reduction, and youth and adult environmental education. She was appointed Executive Director in December 2021, overseeing the District’s multi-faceted conservation initiatives. In addition to her executive role at the RCD, Ann serves as Vice President of the Fire Safe Council of San Diego County, collaborating on wildfire mitigation and forest health programs. She has also contributed to the San Diego Biodiversity Working Group, advising on native plant and community conservation efforts.
Volcan Mountain Nature Center Forest Resilience Project: https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov/2026030057 
The Volcan Mountain Nature Center Forest Resilience Project consists of forest health and habitat restoration activities designed to conserve, restore, protect, and enhance California native fish and wildlife and the habitat upon which they depend. The Project is intended to improve forest resilience and restore more natural, low-severity regimes within montane forest habitat. 
Volcan Mountain Nature Center Forest Resilience Project: https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=216830&inline 
CEQA Statutory Exemption for Restoration Projects (SERP): https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cutting-Green-Tape/SERP 
Statutory Exemption for Restoration Projects (SERP): The SERP process is a collaborative approach that offers the opportunity for Lead Agency consultation with Cutting the Green Tape (CGT) staff, access to templates and other resources, online SERP request submittal, and CGT Program oversight. 
SERP Concurrences – Volcan Mountain Nature Center 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cutting-Green-Tape/SERP/Concurrences/volcan-mountain-nature-center-forest-resilience-project






Hal Holland, CalERBA Board Past-President; Regional Director, Western Region  
Westervelt Ecological Services
https://wesmitigation.com/ 
As the Western Region Director, Mr. Holland oversees the strategic and daily operations of Westervelt’s largest region in terms of projects, staff, and revenue. He is responsible for the development of mitigation and conservation projects, business development, sales, project compliance, and long-term land stewardship. In this role, Mr. Holland oversees a team of industry-leading experts in realms of mitigation banking, land acquisition and valuation, ecology, habitat restoration and construction, regulatory permitting, and land management.

The California Ecological Restoration Business Association: https://caecologicalrestoration.org/ 
https://caecologicalrestoration.org/calerba-leadership 

Westervelt Ecological Services, Regional Director, Western Region, 
https://wesmitigation.com/ 

WES Solutions
https://wesmitigation.com/solutions/ 

Mitigation and Conservation Bank Credits
Mitigation and Conservation Banks offer clients the opportunity to purchase credits to offset environmental impacts. The key benefits of mitigation banks is reducing permitting time for our clients and the ability to sever liability associated with permit mitigation requirements by transferring associated compliance to WES. Because WES puts restoration and conservation on the ground ahead of client development impacts, our clients are able to mitigate at a reduced ratio and demonstrate permit compliance upon permit issuance.

Johnson Consumes Mitigation Bank: https://wesmitigation.com/projects/johnson-consumes-mitigation-bank/ 
Jennifer Norris, Executive Director, Wildlife Conservation Board
https://wcb.ca.gov/ 
https://wcb.ca.gov/About/Executive-Director 
Dr. Norris’ career began as a federal scientist delivering innovative conservation projects at scale working for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in New Mexico and then as the USFWS Sacramento Field Supervisor. Norris then moved to the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) where she served as Deputy Secretary for Biodiversity and Habitat since 2020. At CNRA, Norris led California’s 30x30 initiative to conserve 30 percent of California’s lands and coastal waters by 2030 and oversaw the Cutting Green Tape initiative to accelerate the pace and scale of ecological restoration.

In its 76-year history, WCB has had six executive directors, and Dr. Norris becomes the first female to fill the role. Norris holds a bachelor’s degree in resources policy and planning from Cornell University, a master’s degree in conservation biology from the University of Michigan, and a Ph.D. in ecology from the University of New Mexico. A native of New York State, Norris lives in Sacramento with her husband Scott and occasionally sees their grown children Jessica and Daniel.
WCB Grant Opportunities: https://wcb.ca.gov/Grants 

WCB's Project Portal:  https://wcb.us-1.smartsimple.com/s_Login.jsp?lang=1&prole=0 
Guide to WCB Project Portal: WCB_Project_Portal_Applicant_Guide (1).pdf
