Secretary Speaker Series
What’s Happening on the Colorado River? Securing Water Sustainability across Seven States
 Wednesday, January 28, 2026, from noon to 1 p.m.

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Celebrate BLACK HISTORY MONTH with the Natural Resources Agency https://resources.ca.gov/blackhistorymonth 

Panelists: 
- Karla Nemeth, Director, Department of Water Resources
- Michael Anderson State Climatologist, Department of Water Resources
- JB Hamby, Chair, California’s Colorado River Board
- Shivaji Deshmukh. General Manager, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
- Robert Cheng, Assistant General Manager, Coachella Valley Water District
- Frank Venagas, Water Technician, Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe

Karla Nemeth, Director, Department of Water Resources: https://water.ca.gov/ 
Biography Director Nemeth: https://water.ca.gov/About/Executive-Team 

Karla Nemeth was appointed Director of the California Department of Water Resources by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. on January 10, 2018, and was reappointed by Governor Gavin Newsom on June 28, 2019.

Nemeth oversees the Department and it’s nearly 4,000 employees whose mission it is to manage and protect California’s water resources and support the reliability of California’s electrical grid. In cooperation with other agencies, DWR manages California’s water resources to benefit the state’s people and to protect, restore, and enhance the natural and human environments. Nemeth focuses on preparing the Department and state to adapt to more extreme weather as a result of climate change – investing in aging and green infrastructure, better management of groundwater supplies, and various programs to improve local water resilience. Nemeth is committed to ensuring a workplace that values diversity and inclusion and provides for the equitable management of resources to meet the needs of California’s diverse population.

The Colorado River - Public Policy Institute of California: https://www.ppic.org/publication/the-colorado-river/ 

Michael Anderson State Climatologist, Department of Water Resources
https://water.ca.gov/About/Executive-Team 
Michael Anderson is the State Climatologist for California, a collaborative position between the State and the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to provide climate data services for California. He also manages the State’s Atmospheric River Research Program and serves as a subject matter expert on climate for DWR and other State agencies.
Anderson earned a Ph.D. in Civil and Environmental Engineering from the University of California, Davis and completed post-Doctoral work at UC Davis in hydroclimate system modeling.

Colorado River Basin - Bureau of Reclamation: https://www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/ 

Colorado River at Lees Ferry, AZ - USGS Water Data for the Nation: https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-09380000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065--1212571048&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true 

Western Region Climate Center: https://wrcc.dri.edu/my/climate/wwdt 

NSIDC Snow today: https://nsidc.org/snow-today/snow-viewer 

JB Hamby, Chair, California’s Colorado River Board
https://crb.ca.gov/ 
https://crb.ca.gov/2023/01/colorado-river-board-elects-new-officers/ 
JB is the 12th Chairman of the Colorado River Board of California and the state of California’s Colorado River Commissioner, a post he assumed in January 2023. In those roles, JB works to safeguard the rights and interests of California, its agencies and residents concerning the Colorado River. Since 2020, he has served on the board of Imperial Irrigation District (IID) representing Division 2, which includes southeast El Centro, Heber, Holtville and Seeley. A fourth-generation resident of the Imperial Valley, JB grew up immersed in water and agricultural issues in the Lower Colorado River region. At IID, he led the formation of the Coachella Valley Energy Commission and served as its chair to help develop long-term solutions to complex energy matters and modernize the policies, processes and culture of the organization for the benefit of IID’s residents and ratepayers. JB is a Stanford University graduate with a bachelor’s degree in history and is an alumnus of the Water Education Foundation’s inaugural Colorado River Water Leaders Program.
California Commits to Conservation, Collaboration in New Colorado River Framework - Colorado River Board: https://crb.ca.gov/2025/12/california-commits-to-conservation-collaboration-in-new-colorado-river-framework/ 

Shivaji Deshmukh. General Manager, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
https://www.mwdh2o.com/management/executive-staff/?page=1 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California: https://www.mwdh2o.com/ 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) is the largest supplier of treated water in the United States, serving approximately 19 million people across a 5,200-square-mile area.

Bio: Shivaji Deshmukh became the general manager of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California on Jan. 1, 2026.

Deshmukh came to the district from the Inland Empire Utilities Agency, one of Metropolitan’s 26 member agencies, where he was general manager for six years. Before that, he served as assistant general manager at West Basin Municipal Water District and as program manager at Orange County Water District, where he oversaw the design, construction and operation of one of the state's first and largest recycled water projects, the Groundwater Replenishment System in Orange County.  

Deshmukh is president-elect of the WateReuse California Board of Trustees and serves on the US Water Alliance Board of Directors.

Deshmukh holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil engineering from UCLA.

Metropolitan board appoints Shivaji Deshmukh as agency’s next general manager
https://www.mwdh2o.com/press-releases/metropolitan-board-appoints-shivaji-deshmukh-as-agency-s-next-general-manager

Metropolitan's Colorado River webpage —latest and most in-depth info on Metropolitan and the river. 
https://www.mwdh2o.com/planning-for-tomorrow/securing-our-imported-supplies/colorado-river/

Robert Cheng, Assistant General Manager, Coachella Valley Water District 
https://www.cvwd.org/ 

Bio: Cheng has worked in the public water sector for more than three decades, including various technical and management positions at the Metropolitan District of Southern California and the Long Beach Water Department. He has been Assistant General Manager of CVWD since 2013.
Among his numerous posts, Cheng served as president of the State Water Contractors Board of Directors from May 2023 to May 2024.

A graduate of Vanderbilt University with a Bachelor of Engineering and Master of Science in Chemical Engineering, he holds a doctorate in Civil Engineering from UCLA.  He is a California Registered Professional Engineer, Registered Professional Operator, and has California drinking water T5 and D5 certifications.

Cheng receives AWWA award of excellence • Coachella Valley Water District, CA
https://www.cvwd.org/m/newsflash/home/detail/463 

Coachella Valley Water District and Colorado River Water: https://www.cvwd.org/594/Colorado-River-Water 

CVWD Colorado River Water Conservation Program: https://www.cvwd.org/580/Colorado-River-Water-Conservation 

Frank Venagas, Water Technician, Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe
https://quechantribe.com/index.html 
https://quechantribe.com/departments-water-management.html 
Bio: A member of the Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe, Frank Venegas has served as the Tribe’s water technician since 2020. Frank grew up on the Tribe’s reservation located near Yuma AZ. After graduating from high school, Frank enlisted in the U.S. Army where he served in the 92nd Engineer Brigade of the Army Corp of Engineers. After leaving the military, he earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Environmental Science with an emphasis in Biology from Northern Arizona University. Before assuming his current position, Frank spent three years working as the Director of the Cocopah Indian Tribe’s Environmental Protection Office.

Mission Quechan Water Management Department:
The mission of the Quechan Water Management Department is to safeguard, manage, and sustain the water resources of the Quechan Indian Tribe. We are committed to preserving the integrity of our lands, supporting the needs of our people, and protecting sacred waterways for future generations. Through collaboration, innovation, and cultural stewardship, we aim to ensure responsible water use, improve infrastructure, and honor our tribal values in every drop we manage. 




