
Table 3-1 Description of county ordinances related to groundwater substitution transfers 

County Description Sources for more information 

Shasta Shasta County Ord. 98-1 § 1 (part), 1998 
requires a permit for extraction and export of 
groundwater, either directly or indirectly, for 
use outside the county. Application for a 
transfer permit should be submitted to the chief 
engineer of the Shasta County Water Agency. 
In most cases, all approved permits shall be 
valid for a term not to exceed three water years 
from the date of the issuance of the permit. 

Shasta County Code of Ordinances: 

https://library.municode.com/ca/shast
a_county/codes/municipal_code?nod
eId=CD_ORD_TIT18EN_CH18.08GR
MA_18.08.050APUSPE 

Shasta County Water Agency: 
(530) 225 - 5661  

http://www.co.shasta.ca.us/index/pw_
index/engineering/water_agency.aspx 

Tehama Tehama County Ord. 1617 § 5 (part), 1994 
requires a permit to extract groundwater for off-
parcel use, prohibits mining of groundwater, 
and restricts the radius of influence associated 
with the operation of a well participating in 
transfer operations to the parcel on which the 
well is located. An application for a permit for 
the extraction of groundwater for use off-parcel 
shall be filed with the Tehama County health 
agency, environmental health division. The 
permit granted pursuant transfer operations 
shall be subject to an annual staff review. 

Tehama County Code of Ordinances: 

https://library.municode.com/ca/teha
ma_county/codes/code_of_ordinance
s?nodeId=TIT9HESA_CH9.40AQPR 

Tehama County Health Agency, 
Environmental Health Division: 
(530) 385-1462 

http://www.tehamacountypublicworks.
ca.gov/Flood/ 

Butte Butte County Ord. No. 3303-A, § 4.02, 12-10-
96 and Ord. No. 3542, § 1, 8-10-99 requires 
permits for groundwater extraction for use 
outside the county and requires a permit for 
groundwater substitution pumping. Butte 
County also has a well spacing ordinance 
(Ord. No. 3303-A, § 4.04, 12-10-96). A permit 
application pursuant to groundwater extraction 
for use outside of county shall be filed with the 
Butte County Department of Water and 
Resource Conservation. In most cases, 
permits issued shall be valid for a three-year 
term unless the commission finds that a 
shorter term is required by the findings in 
section 33-11(a) through (e). 

Butte County Code of Ordinances: 

https://library.municode.com/ca/butte
_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=CH33GRCO 

Butte County Department of Water 
Resource Conservation: 
(530) 538-4343 

http://www.buttecounty.net/waterreso
urceconservation/Home.aspx 

Glenn Glenn County Ord. No. 1237 § 1, 2012 and 
1115 § 1, 2000 declares that Glenn County will 
use basin management objectives of 
groundwater levels, groundwater quality, and 
land subsidence to help define safe yield and 
overdraft of the groundwater basins in the 
county. If a District proposes a groundwater 
substitution transfer outside of the County and 
District boundaries, the District shall develop a 
groundwater substitution transfer proposal and 
provide it to the County. 

Glenn County Export Water Transfer 
Guidelines: 

https://www.countyofglenn.net/sites/d
efault/files/Exhibit%20C%206-22-
12%20for%20County%20Code.pdf 

Glenn County Department of 
Agriculture: 
(530) 934-6501  

https://www.countyofglenn.net/dept/a
griculture/welcome 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.municode.com%2Fca%2Fshasta_county%2Fcodes%2Fmunicipal_code%3FnodeId%3DCD_ORD_TIT18EN_CH18.08GRMA_18.08.050APUSPE&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6863968c0b8743da3a1608d8c95abdfa%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637480738879401091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T%2FCUqZrw8MgrcmcR%2BaMsEO%2Fxdj8Q9E0oXJrqrky8bSA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.municode.com%2Fca%2Fshasta_county%2Fcodes%2Fmunicipal_code%3FnodeId%3DCD_ORD_TIT18EN_CH18.08GRMA_18.08.050APUSPE&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6863968c0b8743da3a1608d8c95abdfa%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637480738879401091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T%2FCUqZrw8MgrcmcR%2BaMsEO%2Fxdj8Q9E0oXJrqrky8bSA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.municode.com%2Fca%2Fshasta_county%2Fcodes%2Fmunicipal_code%3FnodeId%3DCD_ORD_TIT18EN_CH18.08GRMA_18.08.050APUSPE&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6863968c0b8743da3a1608d8c95abdfa%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637480738879401091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T%2FCUqZrw8MgrcmcR%2BaMsEO%2Fxdj8Q9E0oXJrqrky8bSA%3D&reserved=0
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Table 3-1 Description of county ordinances related to groundwater substitution transfers 

Colusa Colusa County Ord. No. 615, (part): Ord. No. 
770, § 1 (Exh. A) (part). Formerly 43-3 requires 
a permit for extraction and export of 
groundwater, either directly or indirectly, for 
use outside the county. Application for a 
transfer permit is filed with the Colusa County 
Groundwater Commission, through the 
Department of Agriculture. Applications for 
groundwater transfer permits shall be for a 
term not to exceed one water year from the 
date of the issuance of the permit. 

Colusa County Code of Ordinances: 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/
ColusaCounty/#!/ColusaCounty43.ht
ml#43-4 

Colusa County Department of 
Agriculture: 
(530) 458-0580 

https://www.countyofcolusa.org/index.
aspx?nid=656 

Sutter Sutter County has no ordinance governing the 
extraction and export of groundwater. 
According its general plan, Sutter County has 
a long-term interest in discouraging water 
transfer/export sales if they result in long-term 
supply losses. 

Sutter County Groundwater 
Management Plan: 

https://www.suttercounty.org/assets/p
df/pw/wr/gmp/Sutter_County_Final_G
MP_20120319.pdf 

Sutter County Chief of Water 
Resources: 
(530) 458-7709 

https://www.suttercounty.org/doc/gov
ernment/depts/ds/pw/wr/wrhome 

Yolo Yolo County ordinance (Title 10, Chapter 7, 
Groundwater) requires a permit for extraction 
and export of groundwater, including the 
extraction of groundwater to replace a surface 
water supply. Application for a permit should 
be filed with the Director of Community 
Development. All permits shall be valid for a 
term set by the Board, not to exceed three (3) 
water years from the date of the issuance of 
the permit. 

Yolo County Code of Ordinances: 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes
/yolocounty/latest/yolo/0-0-0-18677v 

Director of Planning and Public 
Works: 
(530) 666-8775 

http://www.yolocounty.org/home/ 
showdocument?id=1899 

Sacramento Ordinance (Title 3 section 3.40.090, Ground 
and Surface Water Export) requires a permit 
for groundwater or surface water to be 
transported in any manner outside the county. 
Application for a permit must be filed with the 
director of the Sacramento County Department 
of Water Resources. 

Sacramento County Department of 
Water Resources: 
(916) 874-6851 

https://waterresources.saccounty.net/
Pages/default.aspx 

Yuba At this time, Yuba County has no ordinance 
governing the extraction and export of 
groundwater. However, groundwater 
substitution transfers must be coordinated with 
Yuba County Water Agency (YCWA). 

Yuba Water Agency 

(530) 741-5000 

https://www.yubawater.org/ 

Solano At this time, Solano County has no ordinance 
governing the extraction and export of 
groundwater. 

Solano County Water Agency 

(707) 451-6090 

http://scwa2.com/ 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.codepublishing.com%2FCA%2FColusaCounty%2F%23!%2FColusaCounty43.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6863968c0b8743da3a1608d8c95abdfa%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637480738879440919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wRiR%2FarlnC7MVVh76AFQmD21GtbndAk6FvL5fa7uIUo%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.countyofcolusa.org/index.aspx?nid=656
https://www.countyofcolusa.org/index.aspx?nid=656
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suttercounty.org%2Fassets%2Fpdf%2Fpw%2Fwr%2Fgmp%2FSutter_County_Final_GMP_20120319.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6863968c0b8743da3a1608d8c95abdfa%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637480738879450874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GSNQAE2KpsdFJCO4YEHHQrKwM4PazaHyWorsP6kJ7%2Bc%3D&reserved=0
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