Jan

January 2009 – 8th driest January on record for the state; snow sensors indicate
water content in the Sierra statewide snowpack at 60 percent of average, Lake
Oroville at 28 percent of capacity; inflow to Lake Shasta near record low of 1977
February 26, 2009 – State Water Resources Control Board issues letters
to water rights holders that there may not be enough water for delivery
February 27, 2009 – Governor proclaims statewide emergency due to drought

Feb

March 1, 2009 – Snow survey shows water content in the
Sierra statewide snowpack at 80 percent of average
March, 2009 – A series of Urban Drought Workshops
are conducted by DWR around the state

Mar

March 30, 2009 – DWR begins series
of monthly drought reports
April 2009 – Mendocino and Fresno counties declare
states of emergency due to drought conditions
April 21, 2009 – Launch of Save Our Water Campaign, a major public awareness
campaign and component of latest drought emergency proclamation

Apr

May 2009 – Drought Contingency Planning becomes
part of the California Water Plan process
May 20, 2009 – Final SWP allocation at 40 percent; 4th lowest

May

May 29, 2009 - Judge Wanger rules that economic impacts must be
taken into account regarding pumping restrictions for Delta smelt
June 2009 – A series of Drought Assistance workshops announced by DWR
June 4, 2009 - National Marine Fisheries Service issues biological opinion which
may reduce delta pumping to protect salmon, steelhead and other species

Jun

June 2009 – Projections are this will be the 12th driest 3
year period on record for Northern Sierra precipitation,
and water year runoff will be 30 percent below average
June 19, 2009 - Governor issues Executive Order for
disaster assistance for Fresno County due to drought

Jan

January 1, 2008 – Snow sensors indicate water content in the
Sierra statewide snowpack at 60 percent of average

Feb Mar Apr May Jun

January 29, 2008 – Director Lester Snow testifies before U.S. House of Representatives
about the uncertainties facing California water supply reliability
February 2008 – DWR limits water exports through the Delta due to Judge
Wanger's decisions, despite snowpack improving to 118% of average
March 2008 – Binational Core Group created to address joint cooperative
actions for the use of Colorado River waters in Mexico and the United States
May 1, 2008 – Snow survey shows water content in the
Sierra statewide snowpack at 65 percent of average
Spring 2008 – Driest spring on record for the State
June 4, 2008 – Governor declares statewide drought
and proclaims state of emergency in nine counties

Jul

August 2008 – DWR awards $17 million dollars in
Prop 50 grants to fund water saving programs
September 4, 2008 – Statewide Drought Summit with State, federal and local water
authorities to discuss the ongoing droughts and possible efforts to alleviate conditions

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

September 2008 – Drought water bank established
September 30, 2008 – Oroville had lowest carryover storage since 1977
September 30, 2008 – Water Year 2007-08 ends with 60 percent of normal runoff for the state
October 2008 – DWR holds drought preparedness workshops
October 30, 2008 – Lowest SWP initial allocation announcement, at 15 percent
November 20, 2008 – Webcast workshop on the Governor’s
20% reduction of water per capita by 2020 plan
December 2008 – DWR Director Lester Snow presents, “Managing Drought
in California,” at the 2008 ACWA Fall Conference in Long Beach
December 2008 – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issues new
Delta smelt biological opinion, which impacts delta pumping

Jan
Feb Mar Apr May Jun

March 1, 2007 – Snow survey shows water content in the
Sierra statewide snowpack at 70 percent of average

May 2007 – Low snowpack shows runoff will be low
this water year, indicating need for conservation

May 2007 – DWR voluntarily curtails pumping for nine days
due to high concentrations of endangered Delta smelt

July 2007 – DWR announces drought workshops for urban water suppliers

Jul
Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

September 17, 2007 – Governor Schwarzenegger calls a special session
for the State Legislature to approve a comprehensive water plan
September 30, 2007 – Water Year 2006-07 ends
with 53 percent of normal runoff for the state

November 1, 2007 – Small Water Systems Conference
to help plan for droughts and emergencies

November 2007 – DWR hosts a series of water conditions workshops
to discuss statewide water conditions and the water outlook for 2008

December, 2007 - Federal Judge Oliver Wanger rules increased pumping endangers Delta
smelt, finds current biological opinion invalid, and orders interim pumping restrictions

