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CITY OF CATHEDRAL CITY

Cuthedral City CITY COUNCIL o
e AGENDA REPQRT DA 3

SUBJECT: Council Support of Salton Sea Restoration Plan#

DEPARTMENT:  Community Development Dept.  MEEYING DATE: JAh

CONTACT: Julie Baumer, Admi/rjstr"a ien DEADLINE FOR
e ¥ 47
APPROVED:; Julie Baumer Donald E. Bradle - geott ¥
' "~ Departmef? ‘City Manager Administfative Services Dir.

RECOMMENDATION: To support the Salton Sea Authiority’s RestorationPlan amppgythquhtw, e
pléns Being considered by the Siate Resources Board, but to encourage further exploganon of logger: .

term solutions that would more greatly benefit wildlife, boost commerce, control dust and generate

tourism.

BACKGROUND: In October, the Council voted to support a restoration plan for the Salton Sea
that has been developed by the Salton_Sea Awhority (SSA). However, that resolution did not
encourage the state 1o continue exploring a longer-term approach 1o the restoration problem '

et

Known as Alternative #7 or the-North and Southakes planyittakes intoaccoun
in the total volume of water available 1o the sea and divides it into two parts, a doep o
north and a moderately deep marine sea to the south; a salll::t"é h@biﬁ?ﬁggiglg:}gal, F

shoreline: a brine sink and a protective salt crust designed to bold down dust.

Our of the eight restoration plans, this is the only one proposing a salt crust as, the primary air
management tool. All the others suggest dry lakebed stabilization with brine and irrigation of water-
efficient vegetation. Plar?¥ 7 saves as much of the limited amount of water available for the deep
water marine sea, does not risk clogged irrigation pipes because of the high salt content : and provides
for water circulation with pumps. T T
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Stabilization of the sand panicles lining the exposed playa is:crivical to.goagdigingualitye Gihe
surrqunding region for furure generations. While the SSA plan doas not guarantee.conirol of dust
pollution, of all the plans, it covers more acreage with water and pilot programs have shown that
evaporation of the briny sea water creates a rock-hard crust that could serve as a protective cover to
the soil, . : . U RIS G s VE I T OO . 2
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The flow of new water into the sea would.be more;ikelytosbreathe life hackintodrandialso betrer

been studied, importing water-from the:Sea of CortezorsheiPacificOcsan, A exTemalyRXRERsNE,
Also, bringing in warer from,the; Sea of Cartez.wonld:iovolve;working withahessaverimegtiof
Mexico and would require a biznational .canal. The PagificOcean aprion s crmplicats d: Y@%?EQ
for canal water 1o be pumped because of changing elevations and the factthat the Salton Sed is 260
fect below sea Jevel. Nevertheless, greater engineering and diplomaric fears have been achieved, and
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if enough effort and funds are commited to the Salton Sea, perhaps sometime in the fufufe thisgnore
ambitious concept could be accomplished. Implementation of Plan #7 inthe nearfu:ure would not
preclude exploring or putting in place a program that imports a fresh source of water i theimore
distant future. . Comen o ornemenation oF ey

_ Voo et G URgRIER &
The: California Department of Water Resources and the California Department of Fish'and Game,
under the direction of the California Resources Agency, are circulating the draft Programm atic
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the Salton Sea ecosystem restoration program. € mments
are due by January 16. After considering all comments and information aboif the! e

being proposed, the secretary of the Department of-Water-Resources wi y .
-~ --the lepislature.... - < Argren Tgargaes rea

The legislature is expected to make a decision by next year. Then funding mechanist
stadied, hopefully in conjunction with efforts already underway on the federal leve]l The SSAis also
exploring potential local levels of support for sea restoration, incinding bed rax, recreational tax,
‘assessment district and some sort of tax on business.

FISGAL IMPACT: None. However, ultimaiely, local sources of funds may be requested to help
pay for Salwon Sea restoration. )
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ATTACHMENTS: Attached js a proposed resolution supporting the SSA plan butalso asking for

further consideration of a longer-term approach. o g n des .t water in the moere
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RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CATHEDRAL CITY, CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING THE SALTON
SEA AUTHORITY PLAN #7 FOR ECOSYSTEM RESTORATIO
AND ENCOURAGING THE STATE TO CONTINUE EXPLO| —
LONGER-TERM SOLUTIONS FOR |IMPORTING ADDITI
WATER o

. THE GITY COUNGIL OF THE CITY OF CATHEDRAL CITY DOES!
~—~—HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: Vi

— o — e

. WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is a Joint Powers Agency formed
urider the laws of the Stats:of California by a Joint"Powers Agreement dated
1993, and is the regional agency for identifying and implementing corrective
measures to preserve the beneficial uses of the Sea; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority has conducted extensive research
and scientific investigation of the Salton Sea and has studied numerous
alternative measures ta restore and revitalize the Sea; and

WHEREAS, on June 29, 2006, the Board of Diréctﬁrs{ oftheSalton Sea
Authority voted unanimously to adopt the Executive Summary of the -Salton Sea

Authority Conceptual Plan; and

ek

. i GG P SO P Bk F
WHEREAS, the City--of-Cathedral"City Hinds’ that of-€ight-plans being. :
promuigated, the Salton Sea Authority Plan #7 best meets the needsgg‘fﬁ?’éiqd"é‘
wildlife habitats, improve water quality, and protect air quality in %xr Eﬁgjgw%;g;gnq-
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. WHEREAS, the Sélton- Sea Plan also creates major recreational and
economic development opportunities in the Coachella and Imperial Valleys; and

: WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority Plan is superiar to other alternatives
shat the State of Talifornia and The U.S. Depariment of Interior,” Bureau-of
‘Reclamation ‘are considering during “their current programmatic EIR~and
‘alternative study; and - S .

WHEREAS, prier to the formal adopting or implementation “of *any
.restoration plan, the Salton Sea Authority will cause’ any" projéct 1o underge-a
‘thorough and envirenmental analysis pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act.
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~ WHEREAS, not withstanding the Council's support for' Plan-#7,"at-the
‘present time, Council encourages the State to continue to explore long-term

solutions that import additional water to the Sea. L i
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Resolution No. s
/ Salton Sea Authority Plan '#7 ‘75‘ %;‘m' =

¥ @”"

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the Gity of

Cathedral City as follows:

1. The City,of Cathedral City hereby supports the "Salton Sea Authority
Canceptual Plan for the Multi-Purpose Project” as the current preferred
plan for restoration and revitalization of the Saiton Sea and

2. The City of Cathedral City encourages the State of California and the
Department of Interior to select the Salton Sea Authority Conceptual

Plan as their preferred alternative for Salton Sea restoration and

i yne... JTevitalization; and.
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3. The City of Cathedral City encourages the State to continue exploring
. longer-term solutions to bring additional water to the sea. &
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PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED by

this 10th day of January, 2007.
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