A New Climate Training Webcast is Online

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and joining me today again is Jeanine Jones, Interstate Resources Manager here at DWR. Thanks for joining me, Jeanine. 

Jeanine Jones: You’re welcome, Zack. 

Zack Cunningham: Back in June, DWR hosted a climate, drought and remote sensing training, and we’re here today to let you know that that resource is now available online, you can watch the training, it’s available to anyone from our website. Jeanine, what was this training all about?     
Jeanine Jones: Well, first of all I want to emphasize that the training was actually provided by our partners: NOAA and the USGS on behalf of the National Integrated Drought Information System, and we very much appreciate their willingness to provide such high-level training by an excellent group of speakers for us. The training focuses on subjects for example such as drought, weather conditions and climate conditions that lead to impacts on California water resources, such as El Nino, La Nina, the Madden-Julian Oscillation, and other teleconnections that we think may have some predictive capability to some level of another, on California’s water supplies. The training also talked about the availability of the existing climate-forecasting products, how to get them, what their limitations are, and some of the background information behind the forecast. This is a very good classroom-style training that’s broken up into modules of less than an hour per speaker, and the power points that the speakers used are also available as part of the webcast, and we would encourage everyone, whether you’re an employee of the Department of Water Resources, or you work at a local water agency or other state agency, to make use of this resource. 
Zack Cunningham: Well, this training is an excellent resource, and we certainly encourage listeners to check it out. If you’d like to, the webcast can be found by going to our homepage at water.ca.gov, and under the recent news section you’ll find a link to the webcast.    

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
