August 2009 Water Press Conference, part three

Various participants

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Eric Alvarez: Thanks for tuning in to part one of this three-part Aquacast. I’m Eric Alvarez. On Tuesday, August 18th, the California Latino Water Coalition held a news conference on the East steps of the Capitol. More than a hundred politicians, business owners, and farm laborers from throughout the Central Valley came out to voice their concerns over a mandate from two federal fishery agencies limiting the amount of water being pumped from the Delta to Valley farms because of environmental issues in the Delta.  We offer you three short segments from the conference. The first, from Governor Schwarzenegger, who offered his support of those who are being directly affected by the water shortages in the Central Valley.  

Governor Schwarzenegger: I want you to know that I will do everything that I can and I’m 100% committed to get this done, and to work with the legislators to make sure that we get a good package going here that is good for California, and that we have safe and reliable water for the future. Water feeds California, and California feeds America and California feeds the world. This is why the work that the Latino Water Coalition does is so critical. 

Eric Alvarez: Another speaker was State Senator Dave Cogdill who represents the Modesto area. He spoke of the need or more water infrastructure to help offset years of drought.      
Dave Cogdill: Many of you in this crowd are painfully aware of the problems we have in the existing system, where it lacks in its ability to meet our needs on an ongoing basis, certain during a sustained drought like we’re facing now, and the goal is to see to it that we don’t get back to this situation again. That it would take a much longer drought than what we’ve gone through in recent time to put us at the same peril that we’re in today. And we can do that by improving our infrastructure.       
Eric Alvarez: Our last segment is from Assembly member Anna Caballero who represents the Salinas area. She is concerned about the welfare of the people who are out of work from the lack of water.    
Anna Caballero: Agriculture is the backbone of the economy, and it pains me to be here with workers that are unemployed during the peak season because there was not enough water to plant. Two thirds of our residents in the state of California depend on this water, so what we decide here in the legislature is critically important. 

Eric Alvarez: For more information on the environmental issues facing the Delta, visit our website at water.ca.gov. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
