The East Branch Extension

Sue Sims

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Sue Sims, Chief of our Public Affairs Office here at DWR. Sue, thanks for joining me. 

Sue Sims: I’m glad to be here. 

Zack Cunningham: The State Water Project has been around for nearly 50 years, and the most recent part of the SWP is the East Branch Extension, which you actually got to tour recently.     
Sue Sims: Right, we got to go down there and see some of the existing facilities which I had never seen before, and to walk the line of where some new pipelines are going to be put in and actually some new reservoirs and expanded pumping capacity down there. SO it was really great to be able to see that. I think I new conceptually that work was going on down there, but when you actually get to see it and talk to the people that are working on it, it’s really exciting.  
Zack Cunningham: The East Branch Extension is broken up into two phases, with phase 1 complete, and I believe phase 2 is going to begin construction next year?  
Sue Sims: Right, they’ve done most of the environmental work, they’re waiting for some of the permits and dealing with some of the endangered species, but we made several stops and the project managers and staff were telling us “okay, next year, where you’re standing will be a reservoir, or a pipeline going through here and carrying millions of gallons of water.” There’s work that’s happening and lots of work that’s on the verge of happening down there.   

Zack Cunningham: You know, one of the things I think we hear a lot about recently is that the State’s water infrastructure is really not built to handle the population that California has, and here we have a project that’s being built to deal with that. This extension will serve the San Bernadino and Riverside areas of California and I believe it’s built to meet the regions water needs for about the next 40 years. 

Sue Sims: You know, that sounds about right, this is one of the fastest growing areas in the state, and it seemed to us very progressive in terms of identifying that water is a critical element, if they’re going to have growth they need to have water. In making that investment, the local water agencies that we talked to were very focused on the future, so again, we’re partners with them on this, they’ve worked very closely with us and identified their needs and begun to build, like you say, not just to meet what’s there today, but what they know is going to be inevitable growth over the next several decades. 

Zack Cunningham: Absolutely. 

Sue Sims: A lot of the state’s water agencies and schools and educational groups that offer tours of your local facilities, and it’s a great education. We also have our visitor’s center because it’s not feasible for people to go to a lot of our pumping plants, a lot of that information is at our visitor’s center, and people can spend an hour or an afternoon at the center and get a real feel for how big these facilities are and how they move water, how long it takes a drop of water to get from Oroville to San Diego, and all those mechanics. It’s very interesting, I think, to start to learn a little more about all that goes on behind the scenes in terms of delivering water to our homes and our businesses and our farms. 

Zack Cunningham: Definitely. Well Sue, thanks for taking the time to talk to me about the tour. 

Sue Sims: Thank you. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
