Podcast #6

Mike Miller

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Matt Notley: Welcome listeners to the DWR Aquacast.  Once again this is Matt Notley in the Public Affairs Office here at DWR and today’s question is: Why do foreign dignitaries from countries such as Japan, Australia, and China want to tour the State Water Project facilities?  Joining me today to help answer this question is Michael Miller, tour coordinator at DWR.  Welcome, Michael.
Michael Miller: Thank you.  And that’s a really good question because a lot of these countries are just starting their water projects like China, where they’re doing the south to north water project and they’re using our expertise of 40 years of dealing with water conveyance as the basis for their planning.  There are also countries like Australia which are very drought-prone, and we’ve been dealing with different drought techniques for the last 30 years.  And there’s Korea which has water quality issues and they also want a river that runs right through the center of Seoul.  All of these people come to us because of our technical expertise and the fact that we’ve already done a lot of these projects.

Matt Notley: And are there any tours coming up from other countries around the world that are looking to us for knowledge and guidance?

Michael Miller: We have one coming up in the next couple of weeks where people are coming from Eurasia which is a number of different countries like Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and a few others.  They’re going to meet with us and they want to learn about the Salton Sea because we’ve just finished the engineering project on the best possible alternative.  And they want to come and meet with us to learn about that as well as CIMIS, which is California Irrigation and Management Information Systems, water quality, and water use efficiency.
Matt Notley: Wow, it seems like we’re garnering a lot of worldwide attention.

Michael Miller: We are known throughout the world for our technical expertise in all of these different subject areas.  That’s why when they come to us, almost all the tours are different and my job is to try and tailor each presentation to the information they’re trying to get so that we can provide them useful information since they’re coming from halfway around the world.
Matt Notley: Well thank you, Michael for helping us answer this important question.

Michael Miller: Thank you.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment @water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 

