The Midyear 2009 Drought Update

Jeanine Jones

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Jeanine Jones, Interstate Resources Manager here at DWR, and author of the Midyear 2009 Drought Update. Jeanine thanks for joining me. 

Jeanine Jones: I’m glad to be here. 

Zack Cunningham: So the Drought Update came out a few weeks ago, what does the report cover?     
Jeanine Jones: Well, the report is intended to be a midyear review of what we’ve experienced with respect to water supply conditions and drought impacts for California. The report covers the status of hydrologic conditions for the year to date, what we’ve seen so far in impacts, and just some of the data sources that are out there that help us better characterize what the impacts are.  
Zack Cunningham: Okay, so what are some of the major findings of this report?  
Jeanine Jones: Well, certainly as we all know, 2009 was the third dry year in a row. The good news is that 2009 wasn’t as dry as 2007 or 2008 at a statewide level. However, it was still dry, and we know that these drought impacts are cumulative over the long term. In terms of impacts, where we have seen the most severe impacts, particularly at the socioeconomic level has certainly been to the agricultural sector, and communities that are very dependant on agriculture on the West side of the San Joaquin Valley where the Central Valley Project Supplies have been very greatly cut back. We’ve also certainly seen a  lot of urban water agencies implementing conservation plans and other strategies such as water transfers to improve their supplies, and that often tends to result in rate impacts to the consumers of that water because as the urban agencies incur costs, 
they have to pass these cost along to rate payers. Really the take home message out of this is we’ve had three dry years, and what we really need to think about is being sure that we prepare for the possibility of a 4th one: that 2010 may also be dry. We know now of course that people are talking about the prospects of perhaps El Nino conditions, which might, and I emphasize might change the water supply picture for next year, but at this point it’s much too early to tell whether or not that could happen, and we would really need to have a strong El Nino signal which we don’t yet see, to have any expectation of predictability with respect to next year’s water supplies. 

Zack Cunningham: So at this point it’s really just prepare for the worst but maybe hope for a wetter winter.  

Jeanine Jones: We certainly do hope for wetter conditions next year but as you said Zack, we need to be prepared for the possibility that we may have again, a dry year.   

Zack Cunningham: Absolutely. Well Jeanine, thanks for joining me to talk about the report.

Jeanine Jones: You’re welcome, Zack. 
Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
