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Robert Cooke

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources that provides you with information and entertains you with knowledge. It starts with a question and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Matt Notley: Welcome listeners to the DWR Aquacast. My name is Matt Notley here in the Public Affairs Office here at DWR and today’s question is: What is the cost of an acre foot of water? Joining me today to help answer this question is Robert Cooke, Chief of the State Water Project Analysis Office, also known as SWPAO. Thanks for being here today Robert. 

Robert Cooke: Thanks for having me Matt. 

Matt Notley: Well Robert it’s widely known that the main function of the State Water Project is moving water from northern to southern California but what some people may not know is that the 29 state water contractors that we export that water to pay for all the costs associated with moving it. 

Robert Cooke: That’s correct Matt, They pay anywhere from $30 an acre foot to over $800 an acre foot and it’s to cover the costs to construct the project, to provide operation and maintenance each year and also to pay the variable cost, or the cost per power, to deliver that water to their turnouts. 

Matt Notley: And explain to me why the range is so wide?

Robert Cooke: It’s because it depends on how far the water is going. They pay for each reach, each pump station, and so the farther you go the more it costs. Also it depends when the facilities were constructed. Most of the facilities were built in the 60s and 70s, which is a long time ago and money was cheaper, prices were cheaper. It’s amortized over the life of the project, which is 75 years. The coastal branch was built more in the 90s, the amortization period is shorter, up to 2035 and the costs are just so much more then the 60s and 70s.
Matt Notley: Well thanks for being here today Robert to enlighten us about the costs of acre feet of water in the State Water Project.

Robert Cooke: Well thank you Matt. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment @water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 

