Flood Operations preseason Meetings
Sean Mann and Bill Croyle
 
Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Bill Croyle, Chief of the Flood Operations Branch, and Sean Mann, Chief of the Flood Operations Center with DWR. Thanks for joining me, guys.
 
Sean Mann: Thank you.
 
Bill Croyle: Thanks. 
 
Zack Cunningham: Well, the reason we’re here today is the Division of Flood management has announced the dates for the Preseason Flood Coordination Meetings for the fall season of 2009. What are these meetings all about? 

Bill Croyle: Zack, these meetings are held on an annual basis and they’re designed to allow the flood emergency responders to work together, coordinate on our new phone numbers, the status of our water systems and flood systems. We talk about weather patterns, our staffing, resource needs. Really, the idea is to develop a collaborative effort in preparation for the upcoming flood season. 
 
Zack Cunningham: Sure, just kind of getting everyone on the same page and being prepared for the fall? 
 
Bill Croyle: Exactly.
 
Zack Cunningham: Okay, so when and where are these meetings happening?
 
Sean Mann: The preseason meetings will be in both Southern and Northern California. The Southern California meetings are scheduled around the third week of September around the 21st-25th. The meetings will be located in Ventura County, Santa Barbara County, San Bernardino County, and San Diego County. Northern California is going to be a little more mid-October to mid-November timeframe, and we’re looking at having meetings in Redding, Yuba City, Sacramento, Stockton, and Eureka. 
 
Zack Cunningham: So what are the goals of these meetings, what are you guys trying to achieve?
 
Sean Mann: Well the big one is just to get everyone together, all the different agencies which includes Corps of Engineers, Cal EMA, California Conservation Corps, CalFire and local operational areas OES Offices, and any water agencies that have any interest in flood and water related issues. For us to talk to them about what they’re doing to get ready for the flood season, and we also allow the opportunity to talk about issues that are specific to their areas as well.  
 
Zack Cunningham: So the local response agencies can give you an idea of where they’re at, not necessarily a broad California approach, but definitely more about the region. 
 
Sean Mann: Yeah, and a big thing is the National Weather Service speaks as well, and they give an update as to what the season is going to look like, whether it’s going to be a wet year or a dry year, they can kind of give them an idea of what it’s looking like for that year.  

Zack Cunningham: Okay, so if anybody would like some more information, how can they get a hold of you guys and maybe get involved in these meetings?

Sean Mann: Well they can contact the flood center at 916-574-2619, or they can also email us at  flood_center@water.ca.gov.
 
Zack Cunningham: Okay, so you can contact the Flood Center, you can go online to CDEC to see these dates if you want to be involved. Guys, thanks for joining me toady.
 
Bill Croyle: Thank you, Zack.

Sean Mann: No problem. 
 
Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to  dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
