Climate Appropriate Landscaping

Julie Saare-Edmonds

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. This is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Julie Saare-Edmonds, Director of the State Water Project Power and Risk Office here at DWR. Julie, thanks for joining me.

Julie Saare-Edmonds: Thank you.   

Zack Cunningham: Today I wanted to talk about climate appropriate landscaping. It’s a really broad topic that’s been gaining some momentum as we focus on water conservation and reducing our water use, particularly outdoors where water use is very high. Julie, what do you do for DWR that involves climate appropriate landscaping?  

Julie Saare-Edmonds: Well, I work in the office of Water Use Efficiency and part of our mission is technical outreach to local agencies like water agencies, and also we do a lot of outreach and education to the public and landscape professionals.  

Zack Cunningham: So a lot of it is kind of just getting the word out, educating people on what they can do?
Julie Saare-Edmonds: Yes.

Zack Cunningham: Okay. What is kind of the main idea behind climate appropriate landscaping, why is important, for instance here in California? 

Julie Saare-Edmonds: California is a Mediterranean climate like you’d see in the Mediterranean region, so it means wet winters, dry summers. So we need to think about using plants that can tolerate as little water in the summer. So that’s a climate appropriate plant.  

Zack Cunningham: So things like drought resistant plants, species that are native to the region, things that will make the most of limited water and the climate of the area.
Julie Saare-Edmonds: There’s also a lot of interest in growing your own food, and when you mix a food-bearing plant in your landscape, you’ve increased your function. So your water use is much more efficient. You may not be losing less, however, you’re getting more for that, and you’re getting shade and fruit so the benefit is larger. 
Zack Cunningham: Now, on the residential level, people who are looking to maybe do some drought efficient landscaping, where are some resources, where they could go to learn about what species to use or some techniques they could employ in their property?
Julie Saare-Edmonds: Well, we have some publications one our website, one of them, the abbreviate is WUCOLS, and it was written by US Cooperative Extension, and it has a plant list that’ll tell you if the plant is a high medium or low water using plant, and there’s about 1800 species on that list. UC Davis has a website, it’s easy to UC A&R, through their agriculture and natural resources school, and they have lots and lots of publications for home gardeners, professionals, orchards, you name it, they have it. So, it’s a huge resource. And also, just call your local water provider. A lot of them have programs where they will go out and do water-wise house calls, they’ll evaluate your sprinkler system, and they may have publications. It depends on the water agency but some of them have very good programs in place already. 

Zack Cunningham: Sure, so there’s a lot you can do if you’re looking to update your landscape, try to be a little more efficient with water, and create a climate appropriate landscape as we’ve been saying. You can look into some of these resources, you can call your water agency, there’s a lot you can do to save water outside the house. Julie, thank you for joining me today to talk about this.

Julie Saare-Edmonds: Well thank you. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
