Delta Protection Commission Management Plan Update

Linda Fiack

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here again with Linda Fiack, Executive Director of the Delta Protection Commission. Thanks for joining me, Linda. 

Linda Fiack: Thanks for having me and for your interest in the Commission. 

Zack Cunningham: You’re welcome. Well, Linda, we’ve had you once before on a previous podcast, we spoke about Delta Protection Commission, a little bit about what you guys do down there, and now we’re back with some updates. 
Linda Fiack: Sure, today what I’d like to focus on is something really exciting that we have underway right now, and that is the update of our Land Use and Resource Management Plan for the primary zone. As you might recall, under the act, the commission was required to complete a management plan, which we did in 1995 it was adopted. It covers several areas: everything from environment to utilities and infrastructure and agriculture and various other areas. So we have found because of the changing trends in the Delta, increased demand for uses in the Delta, that it should be a priority to update the plan, and just the fact that it was last done in ’95 and it’s never been updated. 
Zack Cunningham: So, you said this is the first update to the Management Plan since 1995. What are some examples of things that maybe have become outdated in the plan, and now you guys are trying to change?   
Linda Fiack: What we’re trying to do in the update is assure that the provisions of the act are carried out as they were intended. Some of the policies that were created back then with the threat of urban development, for example wastewater treatment facilities. The current policy is no new wastewater treatment facilities, and that’s appropriate if you’re focused on keeping out urban development. Unfortunately that also would apply to Ag-related industry such as wineries or Ag-tourism. So that’s one of the policies that has gotten a lot of attention. 

Zack Cunningham: Now, you guys are looking for a lot of public input, you’ve been holding public workshops, the last of which if February eleventh, and you’re also accepting input through your website.  

Linda Fiack: Yes that’s correct, we love to have people at the workshops but we understand everyone’s’ schedules, so we would like you to stay engaged if you need to through our website. You can go there and there’s a survey link that you can actually just give comments directly through that link, and it also gives you all the background on the plan an the latest renditions of the language. 

Zack Cunningham: If listeners would like to get involved, the next workshop is the Public Review Draft workshop at the Courtland Auditorium, there’s more information and details on your website which is www.delta.ca.gov, and if you can’t make it to the workshop, you can leave your input at the website.  

Linda Fiack: Yes, that’s correct, and I invite everybody to take the time to do that.   

Zack Cunningham: Okay, thank you Linda. 

Linda Fiack: Thank you.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
