TAHOE SIERRA INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP
To: 
Whom it may concern

From: 
Tahoe Sierra IRWM 

Re: 
Regional Acceptance Process, Tahoe Sierra region

Date:
 09/18/2009

On behalf of the Tahoe Sierra IRWM group, we would like to thank you for taking the time to review our application as submitted to DWR and to provide comments and feedback that will ultimately strengthen the existing partnerships within our region. The acceptance and approval of the Tahoe Sierra IRWM as an established region will allow existing and future partners to begin to develop a comprehensive Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) that will address water use, supply and quality issues, environmental restoration and stewardship programs and will help maintain economic stability in the region for years to come. 
The participants and stakeholders within the Tahoe Sierra IRWM feel that our established and accepted boundary adequately represents the regions inter-connected hydrology, geology and historic sharing of water use and planning efforts for project implementation. In addition, we believe that current participants and stakeholders within the Tahoe Sierra region represent a diverse body of agencies, organizations and community groups that have a long standing relationship of working together to improve the quality of the surrounding environment and to sustain water resources for both current and future generations. The current participants in the Tahoe Sierra IRWM include water purveyors, non-profit organizations, regulatory agencies, school districts, local jurisdictions and higher educational institutions.  

The Tahoe Sierra IRWM has been in contact with neighboring IRWM’s to the west and south of our established boundary and feel that continued coordination with these groups, and with other IRWM’s as they are established will serve to benefit both the environment and the communities within these regions. We realize that funding through Proposition 84 and other granting/loan opportunities may be allocated only to communities located in California, however we are committed to working closely with our neighbors in Nevada to increase coordination and planning efforts related to water resource issues and environmental improvements that will cross jurisdictional/state boundaries. 
We realize also that it will be important to continue our outreach efforts to the dis-advantaged communities located within our region and that it will be imperative to gain input and feedback from these communities as we move forward with establishing planning components and project implementation. We hope that by increasing the visibility of the Tahoe Sierra IRWM group in these dis-advantaged communities, we will gain interest and participation in developing project proposals and planning efforts that will achieve greater environmental and economic benefits within dis-advantaged communities and within the region as a whole. 

Once again, thank you for your time and consideration in this important issue and for approving the regional boundary, now officially known as the Tahoe Sierra IRWM. We look forward to working with you closely in the future and hope that we can establish both partnerships and projects that will realize the benefits of planning, cost sharing, collaboration and implementation well into the future.
Respectfully, 
Eben Swain, 

Tahoe Sierra IRWM Representative
870 Emerald Bay Rd

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

(530) 543-1501 *110

eswain@tahoercd.org
