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Public Comment on DWR Draft Funding Recommendations
Tuesday, September 30, 2014

Re:  Statement by Georgean Vonheeder-Leopold, Board President
on Behalf of Dublin San Ramon Services District

I am commenting on behalf of the Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD) to strongly
encourage the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to reverse its draft IRWM funding
recommendation disqualifying the Dublin San Ramon Services District / EBMUD Recycled
Water Authority (DERWA) Phase 3 Recycled Water Expansion Project. The project was
deemed noncompliant with CASGEM requirements. But, the basis of determination for
disqualification of the project was erroneous. DERWA, DSRSD and EBMUD are prepating
supporting documentation.

The community I serve is in a serious situation: Zone 7 Water Agency (Zone 7), our sole water
supplier, normally receives 80% of our water supply from the State Water Project. This year
Zone 7 received 5% of its normal water supply allocation, but delivery only started on September
1.

DSRSD has declared a Community Drought Emergency that has been in place since May 5 with
25% mandatory water use restrictions. DSRSD has been very proactive responding to the
drought, implementing actions as early as January 2014. DSRSD has been consistently one of
the Top 10 urban water suppliers in the state that have achieved significant water consetvation,
reducing its water demands by 30% compared to last year.

However, Zone 7 Water Agency’s water supply is stressed and there is great probability that
another year of drought will occur. Every drop of potable water offset by recycled water in our
region means additional potable water for over 240,000 people who share Zone 7°s water supply
during the drought.

State funding is required to make this project affordable for our community. The Drought Grant
was meant to assist communities such as ours.

We trust that following a review of the documentation, DWR will reverse its draft decision and
fully fund the DERWA project.
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