












































































 

 

 

 

County  of  Santa  Cruz 

HEALTH SERVICES AGENCY 

701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 312, SANTA CRUZ, CA  95060-4073 

(831) 454-2022     FAX:  (831)  454-3128  
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Mark Nordberg, GSA Project Manager, Senior Engineering Geologist 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Program 

California Department of Water Resources  

901 P Street, Room 213-B 

P.O. Box 942836  

Sacramento, CA 94236 

Mark.Nordberg@water.ca.gov 

 

Subject:  Area to be Managed Under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act by Santa 

Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency (MGA) 

 

Dear Mr. Nordberg: 

 

The Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency (MGA) provided notice of intent pursuant to 

the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) to become a Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency (GSA) on May 19, 2016.  The MGA is a newly formed joint exercise of powers agency 

including Central Water District, the City of Santa Cruz, the County of Santa Cruz, and the 

Soquel Creek Water District.  We appreciate the Department of Water Resources (DWR) prompt 

posting of MGA’s notice of intent on June 2, 2016.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide 

additional information on the area proposed to be covered by the GSA. 

 

As stated in the notice of intent, MGA will manage the proposed Santa Cruz Mid-County 

Groundwater Basin, which is part of a basin boundary modification request that was deemed 

complete by DWR on March 24, 2016. The proposed Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater 

Basin is generally a basin consolidation of all or parts of four existing Bulletin 118 groundwater 

basins: Soquel Valley (3-1), West Santa Cruz Terrace (3-26), Santa Cruz Purisima Formation (3-

21), and Pajaro Valley (3-2) Groundwater Basins.  It is the intention of MGA to manage the 

modified basin as approved by the DWR even if the approved basin includes minor revisions to 

the proposed basin in the basin boundary modification request (Attachment). 

 

However, since SGMA specifically only authorizes DWR to recognize GSA areas within 

existing Bulletin 118 groundwater basins, we are providing a Geographic Information System 

(GIS) shapefile for the area of existing Bulletin 118 basins within the proposed modified basin.  

This shapefile clips the proposed basin to the boundaries of the West Santa Cruz Terrace and 

Santa Cruz Purisima Formation basins.  This area and the area of the proposed basin outside 

existing basins are shown in the Attachment. 

 

When DWR approves the Santa Cruz Mid-County basin boundary modification request, we 

understand DWR will recognize the entire approved basin as MGA’s GSA management area. An 
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additional notification and 90 day period to establish exclusivity for the approved basin 

modification as a GSA area should not be necessary. The only eligible agencies in the proposed 

basin, including areas outside of existing basins, are the MGA members. 

 

Please contact myself or our consultant Cameron Tana of HydroMetrics WRI at (510) 903-

0458x302 or Cameron@HydroMetricsWRI.com  if you have any questions or would like to 

discuss further. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
John A. Ricker,  

County of Santa Cruz Water Resources Division Director 

On Behalf of Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency Executive Staff 

 

 

Encl.  GIS shapefile DWR_GSA_poly.shp: Area of Existing Bulletin 118 Basins within 

Proposed Santa Cruz Mid-County Basin 

 

 

cc:   Cameron Tana, Hydrometrics 

 Rosemary Menard, City of Santa Cruz 

 Ron Duncan, Soquel Creek Water District 

 Ralph Bracamonte, Central Water District 
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Attachment 1: Existing Basin Area within Proposed Santa Cruz Mid-County Basin 
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