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RE:  Notice of the Madera Irrigation District’s Intent to Serve as Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Jor a Portion of the Madera Subbasin

To Whom it May Concern,

This letter constitutes notice to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) of Madera Irrigation District’s
(MID or District) intent to undertake sustainable groundwater management in a portion of the Madera
Subbasin (Basin) as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) pursuant to the Sustainability
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). MID is a public agency, established by the State Legislature as
a Special Act District, and is eligible to serve as a GSA. This notice of intent is timely filed within 30
days of the date MID’s Board of Directors (Board) approved its March 31, 2016 resolution electing to

serve as a GSA.
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This notice also includes all information required to be submitted pursuant to Section 10723.8(a) of the
Water Code. This notice encloses a map depicting MID’s proposed GSA management area. (Water Code,
§ 10723.8, subd. (a)(1).) MID’s proposed management area follows the boundary of the District and land
owned by the District, with the exception of lands within the City of Madera and Madera Water District.
The District’s resolution electing to form a GSA is also enclosed.! (Id., subd. (a)(2).) Also attached to
the resolution is the “Proof of Publication” for public noticing. No new bylaws, ordinances, or other new
authorities were adopted in connection with this resolution to serve as a GSA. (Id., subd. (2)(3).)

Pursuant to Section 10723.8(a)(4) of the Water Code, the following is a list of “interested parties
developed pursuant to [Water Code] Section 10723.2 and an explanation of how their interests will be
considered in the development and operation of the groundwater sustainability agency and the
development and implementation of the [District’s] sustainability plan.”

Specifically, Section 10723.2 of the Water Code requires a GSA to “consider the interests of all beneficial
uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing GSPs,” including the
following interests:

(a) Holders of overlying groundwater rights, including:
(1) Agricultural users.

e The Madera Irrigation District encompasses approximately 130,000 acres, of which,
approximately 120,000 acres are agriculture. As MID is a conjunctive use District, most
of agricultural users in the District are also groundwater users. MID has preexisting
relationships with these landowners.

(2) Domestic Well owners.

e Most rural domestic well owners are also agricultural landowners and will be considered
by the District.

(b) Municipal well operators.

 City of Madera. The City of Madera is a municipal well operator in MID’s boundary. The
City of Madera will establish a separate GSA for management. MID and the City of
Madera are currently working on a Memorandum of Understanding regarding GSA
management. The City of Madera and MID are both members of the Madera Subbasin
GSA Formation Committee and the Madera Groundwater Authority.

(c) Public water systems.

o There are County Service Areas (CSA’s) managed by the County of Madera within the
District. The District will coordinate with the County of Madera on these areas. The
County of Madera and MID are both members of the Madera Subbasin GSA Formation
Committee and the Madera Groundwater Authority. Additional water systems within the
management area may be identified during the SGMA implementation process.

L The District did not adopt any new bylaws, ordinances, or new authorities that are applicable to
this notice.
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(d) Local land use planning agencies.

e County of Madera and the City of Madera. The County of Madera, City of Madera, and
MID are members of the Madera Subbasin GSA Formation Committee and the Madera
Groundwater Authority and will coordinate and cooperate through those processes.

(e) Environmental users of groundwater.
e Not applicable.
(f) Surface water users, if there is a hydrologic connection between surface and groundwater bodies.

e Not applicable. Within MID’s boundary, the only surface water users are supplied by MID
and described above.

(g) The federal government, including, but not limited to, the military and managers of federal lands.

e See the “California Native American Tribes” Section below. Additionally, there are lands
owned by the United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) for MID’s distribution system.
MID is the operator of those facilities and coordinates with the USBR on a regular basis.

(h) California Native American Tribes.

e The United States Bureau of Indian Affairs owns land within MID’s boundary on behalf
of the North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians of California. On May 12, 2015 MID and
the North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians of California executed an Amendment to a
Memorandum of Understanding. In paragraph 6 (b) of the Amendment the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act was acknowledged.

(i) Disadvantaged communities, including, but not limited to, those served by private domestic wells or
small community water systems.

e Madera County is considered by DWR a county with a countywide median household
income of less than 80%, MID is located entirely within Madera County. Disadvantaged
communities include, but are not limited to, the City of Madera, Fairmead, and Parkwood.
Many of these areas are County Service Areas (CSA’s) managed by the County of Madera.
The District will coordinate with the City of Madera and County of Madera on these areas.
The County of Madera and MID are both members of the Madera Subbasin GSA
Formation Committee and the Madera Groundwater Authority.

(j) Entities listed in Section 10927 that are monitoring

e MID is a member of the Madera Subbasin GSA Formation Committee and the Madera
Groundwater Authority. The agencies in these organizations include the City of Madera,
County of Madera, and local water agencies including Gravelly Ford Water District, Root
Creek Water District, Madera Water District, and Aliso Water District. Agencies from the
Chowchilla Subbasin and Delta Mendota Subbasin also participate including Columbia
Canal Company, Chowchilla Water District, and the City of Chowchilla.
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Interested parties will have several opportunities, both formally and informally, to provide input to MID
throughout the process of developing, operating, and implementing the GSA including, but not limited to,
public comment periods required by SGMA, opportunities for public comment during the MID’s regular
and special board meetings, and at other times to be determined and noticed pursuant to Water Code
section 10727.8(a)).

If you should have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at 559-673-3514.

Sincerely,

v

Thomas Greci, PE
General Manager

Enclosure
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MARCH 31, 2016
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-21

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
MADERA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
ELECTION TO SERVE AS GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

RESOLVED by the Board of Directors (“Board”) of the Madera Irrigation District (“District”), at
a special meeting duly called and held on March 31, 2016, at the business office of the District, 12152 Road
28 1/4, Madera, California 93637 as follows:

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014, Water Code sections 10720-
10737.8 (“SGMA”) was signed into law on September 16, 2014; and

WHEREAS, SGMA requires that each California groundwater basin or subbasin be managed by a
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”), or multiple GSAs, and that such management be
implemented pursuant to an approved Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”) or multiple GSPs; and

WHEREAS, the District’s service area overlies a portion of the subbasin of the San Joaquin Valley
Groundwater Basin knows as a portion of the Madera Subbasin (Basin No. 5-22.06 in the Department of
Water Resources” CASGEM system), an unadjudicated groundwater basin overlying a portion of Madera
County (the “Basin”); and

WHEREAS, the District is a local public agency as defined in section 10721 of the Water Code;
and

WHEREAS, the District is authorized to be a GSA for a portion of the Basin pursuant to section
10723(a) of the Water Code; and

WHEREAS, notice a public hearing to consider whether the District should become a GSA for a
portion of the Basin, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” was published in the Madera Tribune
on March 12, 2016, and March 19, 2016, pursuant to section 6066 of the Government Code and section
10723(b) of the Water Code; and

WHEREAS, the District has made a good faith effort to provide courtesy copies of the hearing
notice to the Basin’s other potential GSAs, including the board of supervisors of Madera County, the City
of Madera, and other districts that overly the Basin; and

WHEREAS, the District held a public hearing at which its Board of Directors considered whether
the District should become a GSA for the Basin; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the District to become a GSA for a portion of the
subbasin; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of Madera Irrigation
District do order as follows:

1. The District hereby elects to be the exclusive Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the portion
of the Madera Subbasin that is shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and
incorporated herein by reference.



2. Within 30 days of the date of this Resolution, the General Manager is directed to submit a notice
of intent to the Department of Water Resources, pursuant to Water Code section 10723.8(a).

3. The General Manager shall, after complying with Water Code section 10727.8, begin the process
of developing the Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Basin in accordance with all
applicable statutes and regulations in partnership with other GSAs in the Basin.

4. The General Manager shall create and maintain a list of persons interested in receiving notices
concerning the District’s SGMA process pursuant to section 10723.4 of the Water Code.

5. The General Manager shall provide regular progress reports on the SGMA implementation
process to the Board.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED by the Board
of Directors of the Madera Irrigation District, at a special meeting of the Board held on the 31 day of March,
2016, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Directors Davis, Erickson, Loquaci, Cosyns, and Janzen
None
None
None

Cord fpme

Carl Jalzen@President

Richard Cosyns, Vice Pregldent

ATTEST: %/w./ gﬂ}/f«k



CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY

The undersigned Secretary of the Board of the Madera Irrigation District hereby certifies that the
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: EXHIBIT "A"

Proof of Publication
(2015.5 C.C.P.)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
MARCH 31, 2016

RE: GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY
AGENCY

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
) ss.
County of Madera )

| am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the County
aforesaid; | am over the age of eighteen years, and not a party
to or interested in the above entitled matter. | am the principal
clerk of the printer of the Madera Tribune, a newspaper of
general circulation, published in the City of Madera, County of
Madera, and which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper
of general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of
Madera, State of California, under the date of November 9,
1966, Case Number 4875 that the notice, of which the annexed
is a printed copy, has been published in each regular and entire
issue of said newspaper and not in any supplement thereof on
the following dates, to wit:

MARCH 12, 19,2016

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that
the foregoing is true and correct.

/a_.\ k-‘b—» b..a/a..- L\

Signature

Date: March 19, 2016

MADERA IRRIGATION DISTHICT ::"
h Notlce of| PubIIc Honrlng

Irrigation District (“Disirict? §
31, 2016 ‘commencin i
dera, CA, to . de!ermine\wh?lhe il me a Grov ndwater Su alnablllty
Agency (GSA) for 4 portion of the Madej g San‘Joaqum Valle Ground-
water Basin: :Written comm : :
Il

 No. 2769 - March 12, 19,2016 i)

Proof of Publication - The Madera Tribune, P.O. Box 269, Madera, CA 93639 - (659) 674-2424

Adjudged a newspaper of general circulation b

court decree No. 4875 dated November 9, 1966

The Madera Tribune
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