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January 29, 2016

Mr. Mark Nordberg, GSA Project Manager
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF ELECTION TO SERVE AS A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Dear Mr. Nordberg:

Pursuant to Water Code section 10723.8, the James Irrigation District (“District”) provides this
Notice of Election to Serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”) for the portions of
the Kings Sub-basin of the San Joaquin Valley Basin (“Basin”) located within the boundary
identified in Exhibit A. At this time, no other entity has elected to become or has provided
notice to the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) of their formation of, or intent
to form a GSA to manage portions of the Kings Sub-basin.

The District has entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with Reclamation District 1606
(“RD 1606”) to form the GSA as provided by Water Code section 10723.6. A copy of this MOA
is provided in Exhibit B.

On January 11" and January 12, the District held a public hearing to consider whether to serve
as a GSA for the Basin. The District noticed this hearing by publication in the Westside
Advance as required by Water Code section 10723(b) and Government Code section 6066. A
copy of the notice is attached as Exhibit C.

The District did not receive any written comments prior to the hearing. The District did not
receive any oral or written comments during the hearing.

Immediately following the public hearing, the District took action to serve as a GSA. The
District subsequently adopted a resolution, attached as Exhibit D, approving the District’s
election to be a GSA, and directing the General Manager to facilitate and assist in commencing
discussions as soon as practical with other GSAs and local agencies in order to begin the process
of coordinating development of groundwater sustainability plans for the Basin. At this time,
the District has not adopted any bylaws, regulations, or ordinances in its role as GSA.
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Pursuant to Water Code section 10723.8(a)(4), the District will consider the interests of all
beneficial uses and users of groundwater as well as those responsible for implementing GSPs.
The District has developed a list of interested parties pursuant to Section 10723.2. A listing of
these parties along with an explanation of how their interests will be considered in the
development and operation of the GSA and the development and implementation of the GSA’s

sustainability plan is attached as Exhibit E.

If DWR has any questions, or requires any additional information regarding this notification of
the District’s election to serve as the GSA for the identified portions of the Kings Sub-basin,
please contact me at (559) 693-4356.

Sincerely,
Steven P. Stadler, P.E., General Manager

JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT

/enc

L16-0017



EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT B [ (

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made and effective as of
December 17, 2015 by and between James Irrigation District (the “James ID”) and Reclamation
District 1606 (the “RD 1606”). The James ID and RD 1606 are collectively referred to herein as
the “Parties” and individually as a “Party.” This MOU is made with reference to the following

facts:

A. The State of California has enacted the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act (contained in SB 1168, AB 1739 and SB 1319), referred to in this MOU as the “Act”,
pursuant to which certain local agencies may become a groundwater sustainability agency and
adopt a groundwater sustainability plans in order to manage and regulate groundwater in
underlying basins.

B. The Act, more specifically California Water Code section 10735.2, provides that
the State Water Resources Control Board may designate a basin as probationary after June 30,
2017 if a groundwater sustainability agency (“GSA”) or a collection of GSAs has not been
formed to develop a groundwater sustainability plan (“GSP”) for the entire basin.

C. The Act further provides that the State Water Resources Control Board may
designate a basin as probationary after January 31, 2020 if a GSP, or collection of GSPs, is not
adopted for the entire basin, but excluding portions of a basin where a GSA is demonstrating
compliance with the sustainability goal.

D. The Parties overlie a portion of the Kings Groundwater Sub-basin (“Basin”) as
defined in the current version of the California Department of Water Resources Bulletin 118.

E. Other local agencies overlying the Kings Groundwater Sub-basin intend to form
one or more GSAs and collectively develop one or more GSPs for the entire basin, and it is
contemplated the GSA for the Party’s collective region will develop a coordination plan or
agreement as provided at water Codes Section 10727.6 with the other local agencies overlying
the Kings Groundwater Sub-basin..

F. The Parties, in order to coordinate groundwater management activities and to
comply with the Act, desire to form a GSA for the region that generally includes the collective
jurisdictional boundaries of the Parties.

G. In order to accomplish this desire, the Parties wish to define their respective roles,
responsibilities, and obligations.

H. This MOU is intended to be an agreement as authorized by Water Code Section
10723.6(a)(2).

Page 1 of 3




EXHIBIT B

THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants and conditions set
forth in this MOU, the Parties agree as follows:

1. Purpose and Intent. The Parties hereby affirm that they have joined together for
the purpose of forming a GSA to comply with the Act. The intent of this MOU is to establish a
process by which the Parties may jointly and cooperatively take steps necessary to consider
formation of a GSA.

2. Effective Date and Termination. This MOU shall become effective upon its
execution by all Parties. Any party may withdraw from this MOU by giving thirty (30) days
written notice of its election to withdraw to the other Parties. If not otherwise provided in the
notice of termination, a notice of termination shall be effective immediately upon receipt by the
other Parties.

3. Roles and Responsibilities. The James ID shall serve as the Coordinator for the
Parties acting jointly under the MOU. As Coordinator, James ID shall facilitate meetings among
the Parties. Each Party shall appoint a representative and the parties shall meet as required to
discuss and coordinate any actions needed to form the GSA. The James ID shall hold a public
hearing to consider formation of the GSA as required in California Water Code section 10723. If
a decision is made to form the GSA, James ID shall prepare and submit the required notification
under CWC section 10723.8.

4, Financial Obligations. Each Party shall bear its own costs associated with
activities performed under this MOU. No Party shall incur debts, liabilities or obligations on
behalf of any other Party to this MOU.

5. Ongoing Cooperation. The Parties acknowledge that activities under this MOU
will require the frequent interaction between them in order to exploit opportunities and resolve
issues that arise. The Parties shall work cooperatively and in good faith. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, nothing in this MOU shall be interpreted so as to require the Parties to singly or jointly
implement any actions contemplated by this MOU, including forming or supporting the
formation of a GSA, and each Party reserves the unrestricted authority and right to exercise their
lawful discretion in matters pertaining to compliance with the Act.

0. Governance. In order to facilitate the formation of the GSA, the Parties agree that
the GSA shall be governed by a board of five directors and the directors shall be appointed by the
Parties as follows: four directors shall be appointed by the James ID and one director shall be
appointed by Reclamation District 1606. The directors may be elected officials, appointed
officials, agency employees, landowners, or residents.

7. Entire Agreement. This MOU constitutes the entire agreement between the
Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof. All prior agreements with respect to that subject
matter, whether verbal or written, are hereby superseded in their entirety by this MOU and are of
no further force or effect. Amendments to this MOU shall be effective only if in writing, and
then only when signed by the authorized representatives of the respective Parties.
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EXHIBIT B

8. Severability. Should any provision of this MOU be determined by a court of
competent jurisdiction to be void, in excess of a Party’s authority, or otherwise unenforceable,
the validity of the remaining provisions of this MOU shall not be affected thereby.

9. Ambiguities. This MOU shall be interpreted as if it had been jointly drafted by all
of the Parties. Therefore, the normal rule of construction that ambiguities are construed against
the drafter is hereby waived.

10. No Third Party Beneficiaries. This MOU does not create, and shall not be
construed to create, any rights enforceable by any person, partnership, corporation, joint venture,
limited liability company or other form of organization or association of any kind that is not a
party to this MOU.

11. Counterparts. This MOU may be executed in counterparts, with all of such
executed counterparts together constituting a single, original document. Facsimile and electronic
signatures shall be effective for all purposes.

12.  Notices. Notices authorized or required to be given under this MOU shall be in
writing and shall be deemed to have been given when mailed, postage prepaid, or delivered
during working hours, to the addresses set forth for each of the parties beneath their signatures on
this MOU, or to such other address as a Party may provide to the other Parties from time to time.

13.  Authority. Each of the individuals signing this MOU on behalf of a Party hereby
represents and warrants he or she has the authority to execute this MOU on behalf of such Party
and that the governing body of such Party has duly approved the execution of this MOU on
behalf of that Party.

14.  Governing Law. This MOU shall be governed by and construed according to the
laws of the State of California.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this MOU as of the date first above
written.

CLAMATION D CT 1606

’ﬁev |- e & &K lew

Steven Stadler P.E., General Manager Jerome Salvador, President

JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT
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EXHIBIT C

WEST SIDE ADVANCE
14693 W. Whitesbridge Ave.
P.O. Box 336

Kerman, CA 93630
Telephone: 559-846-6689

This space is for the County Clerk’s Filing Stamp

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(20155 C.C.P)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of Fresno, '

I am 2 citizen of the United States and a resident of
the County aforesaid; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above
entitled matter. T am the principal clerk of the printer
of the West Side Advance, a newspaper of general
circulation, printed and published weekly in the City
of Kerman, County of Fresno, and which newspaper
has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation
by the Superior Court of the County of Fresno, State of
California, under the date of December 6, 1929, Case
Number 45745; that the notice, of which the annexed is
a printed copy (set in type not smaller than nonpareil),
has been published in each regular and entire issue of
said newspaper and not in any supplement thereof on
the following date, to-wit:

December 23, 30,

Proof of Publication

Notice of Public Hearing

all in the year 20 16 . I Certify (or declare) under
penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Kerman, California

this 30th

day of January ,2016
“7'(':1/%, o ; Zauy,

Signature

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

NOTICE 1S HEREBY
GIVEN that a Public Hear-
ing with the James Irrigation
District Board of Directors
will be held Tuesday, Janu-
ary 11, 2016, at 9:00 a.m.,
at the JAMES IRRIGATION
DISTRICT office at 8749
oth Street, San Joaquin,
CA 93660, (559) 693-4356.
The purpose of this Public
Hearing is to accept public
testimony regarding the
proposal that James Ir-
rigation District act as the
Groundwater Sustainability
Agency under Water Code
Section 10723 for the por-
tion of the Kings Sub-basin
within the boundaries of
the James Irrigation District
and Reclamation District
No. 1606.

Publish: The West Side
Advance

December 23, 2015

December 30, 2015

5101W51-52¢




EXHIBIT D
RESOLUTION 2016-04

Resolution
of the
Board of Directors

JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT

ELECTION TO SERVE AS A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (“SGMA”), signed into law on
September 16, 2014, requires that each California groundwater basin or subbasin be managed by a
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”), or multiple GSAs, and that such management be
implemented pursuant to an approved Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”) or multiple GSPs; and

WHEREAS, the James Irrigation District and Reclamation District No. 1606 are local agencies as
defined in California Water Code section 10721(m); and

WHEREAS, California Water Code section 10723.6 permits a combination of local public agencies
to form a GSA, either through a Memorandum of Understanding or a Joint Powers Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the James Irrigation District and Reclamation District No. 1606, hereinafter
“MOU Parties,” have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding for the purpose of forming a GSA
and authorizing the James Irrigation District to submit the required notification to the California
Department of Water Resources; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was noticed and held by the James Irrigation District on January 11,
2016, and January 12,2016, to allow the Board of Directors to consider formation of a GSA for the portion
of the Kings Basin within the jurisdictional boundaries of the MOU parties; and

WHEREAS, after considering the issues and allowing for public testimony, it was determined to be
in the best interest of the James Irrigation District to form a GSA.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED, AND DIRECTED THAT:
1. The James Irrigation District, on behalf of the MOU Parties, hereby elects to be the

exclusive Groundwater Sustainability Agency for at least that portion of the Kings
Sibbasin within the jurisdictional boundaries of the MOU Parties.

James lIrrigation District
Resolution 2016-04

U:\Secretary\Documents\JID\resolutions\2016\res 2016_04 electn lo serve as GSA.wpd Page 10f3




EXHIBIT D
2. Within 30 days of this Resolution, the General Manager is directed to submit a notice of

intent to the California Department of Water Resources, pursuant to California Water Code
section 10723.8(a).

3. The General Manager shall, after complying with California Water Code section 10727.8,
begin the process of developing bylaws for the GSA and developing the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan that will cover the GSA area.

4. The General Manager shall create and maintain a list of persons interested in receiving
notices concerning the newly formed GSA pursuant to California Water Code section
10723.4. |

5. The General Manager shall provide periodic progress reports to the Board of Directors on

the SGMA implementation process.

The foregoing Resolution was introduced and adopted at a Special Meeting of the Board of
Directors of the JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT conducted January 27, 2016, on motion of Director
Thomas Chaney, and seconded by Director Micah Combs, was hereby authorized by the following vote,
to wit: :

AYES: 4 (T.Chaney, M.Combs, R.Motte, R.Chaney)
NOEs: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

EXCUSED: 0

ABSENT: 1 (R.Barcellos)

e
[

Riley Chaney, President
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT

ATTEST:

I GP DG4,

Steven P. Stadler, PE, Secretary
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT

James Irrigation District
Resolution 2016-04
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EXHIBIT D

CERTIFICATION OF SECRETARY

The undersigned certifies that he is the Secretary of JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT and that the foregoing
Resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of said District at a meeting thereof, duly and regularly
held on January 27, 2016 , at which meeting a quorum of the Board of Directors was at all times present
and acting,.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and seal of the Board of Directors this 27t day of January, 2016.

{ SEAL | S5, P 3tdh

Steven P. Stadler, PE, Secretary
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JAMES IRRIGATION DISTRICT

James Irrigation District
Resolution 2016-04
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EXHIBIT E

LIST OF INTERESTED PARTIES DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO
SECTION 10723.2

California Water Code section 10723.8 requires that a Groundwater Sustainability Agency
notification include a list of interested parties developed pursuant to Section 10723.2 and an
explanation of how their interests will be considered in the development and operation of the
groundwater sustainability agency and the development and implementation of the agency’s
sustainability plan.

Section 10732.2 requires that the groundwater sustainability agency consider the interests of all
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing
groundwater sustainability plans. A listing of these interests is provided below. The interested
parties are listed in bold, italicized typeface.

Holders of Overlying Groundwater Rights: Agricultural Users

The agricultural users that hold groundwater rights within the GSA area include the James
Irrigation District (“James ID”), Reclamation District No. 1606 (“RD 1606”), and individual
landowners. Other than wells owned and operated by the James Irrigation District, there are
very few agricultural wells owned by individual landowners within the GSA area. All of the
individual landowners are also landowners within the James ID.

The GSA was formed under a Memorandum of Understanding which included James ID and
RD 1606. The GSA shall consider the interests of these parties through their representation in
the GSA. The GSA shall consider the interests of individual landowners through their
representation by James ID or their direct participation in the GSA. The GSA will also reach out
to individual landowners with agricultural wells through direct communications.

Holders of Overlying Groundwater Rights: Domestic Well Users

Rural residents within the GSA boundaries and outside to the City of San Joaquin service area
rely on groundwater to meet their domestic needs. Each of these rural residences is within the
James ID.

The GSA shall consider the interests of rural residents through landowner representation by
James ID or their direct participation in the GSA. The GSA will reach out to rural residents
through direct communications. The GSA will afford rural residents every opportunity to
engage in groundwater planning and management efforts that may have an impact on their
domestic wells.
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List of Interested Parties Developed Pursuant to Section 10732.2
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Municipal Well Operators

The City of San Joaquin (“City”) is the only municipal well operator within the boundaries of
the GSA. The City and the District entered into a Memorandum of Understanding in 2010 to
improve coordination of water management activities. The City is also a signatory to the MOU
forming the GSA.

The GSA shall consider the interests of the City through their representation in the GSA.
Public Water Systems

The only public water system within the boundaries of the GSA is operated by the City of San
Joaquin see Municipal Well Operators above.

Local Land Use Planning Agencies

The City of San Joaquin is the only municipality within the boundaries of the GSA. The
boundaries of the GSA are entirely within the County of Fresno (“County”). The District started
working with the City and County shortly after passage of the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act and continue to work with both entities.

The GSA shall consider the interests of the City through their representation in the GSA. The
GSA is a participant with the County in various workgroups involving SGMA implementation
within Fresno County and the Kings Sub-basin. The GSA shall consider the interest of the
County through its participation in these venues and through direct communication and
coordination with County officials.

Environmental Users of Groundwater
The State of California owns land adjacent to the GSA boundary. The lands are managed by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (“CDFW”). The lands are within the Delta-

Mendota Sub-basin and outside of the Kings Sub-basin.

The District will consult with CDFW on any groundwater management efforts that may have an
impact on their environmental uses.
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List of Interested Parties Developed Pursuant to Section 10732.2
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Surface Water Users

Lands within the GSA boundaries receive surface water deliveries from either the James
Irrigation District or Reclamation District 1606. James ID and neighboring surface water users
receive surface water deliveries from the Central Valley Project, the San Joaquin River, and the
Kings River. James ID is a member of the San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water Authority
(“"SLDMWA”) and the Kings River Water Association. RD 1606 is a member of the SLDMWA.

As stated previously, the GSA will consider the interests of James ID and RD 1606 through their
representation in the GSA.

Federal Government

There are no known federal government lands within the GSA area. There are no military
facilities in the vicinity of the GSA area. There may be Waters of the United States within or
adjoining the GSA area. The federal government, through U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
(“USBR”), delivers surface water to the James ID, RD 1606, and parties neighboring the GSA
area.

The GSA will coordinate its efforts with the USBR and engage, and if appropriate consult with,
other appropriate federal agencies where federal government interests are involved.

California Native American Tribes

A request was made by the James ID to the Native American Heritage Commission advising the
NAHC of the possible formation of a GSA. The NAHC has advised James ID in correspondence
dated October 7, 2015 that a record search of the sacred land file has failed to indicate the
presence of Native American cultural resources in the immediate GSA area. The NAHC has
provided a listing of Native American individuals and organizations that may have knowledge
of cultural resources in the project area.

At this time, there are no known Native American Tribal interests in the GSA area. The GSA
will continue to investigate any possible Native American Tribal interests and will coordinate
its activities with any identified interests.
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List of Interested Parties Developed Pursuant to Section 10732.2
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Disadvantaged Communities

The District has made an effort to locate disadvantaged communities, including, but not limited
to, those served by private domestic wells or small community water systems. The nearest
disadvantaged community, as identified in the Disadvantaged Community Water Study for the
Tulare Lake Basin, August 2014, is the town of Tranquillity. The town lies one-half mile from
the boundaries of the GSA and is outside of the Kings Sub-basin. The Tranquillity Public
Utilities District and the Tranquillity Irrigation District provide water-related services to

Tranquillity.
The GSA will coordinate its efforts with TID and TPUD.

Entities listed in Water Code section 10927 that are monitoring and reporting groundwater
elevations in all or a part of a groundwater basin managed by the GSA

The Kings River Conservation District (“KRCD”) serves as the California Statewide
Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (“CASGEM”) entity monitoring groundwater elevations in
the Kings Sub-basin. The James Irrigation District submits groundwater elevations to KRCD
on a semi-annual basis.

The GSA shall continue to coordinate its groundwater monitoring activities with the KRCD and
James ID and will support KRCD its role as the CASGEM entity monitoring groundwater
elevations in the Kings Sub-basin.

Other Interests of All Beneficial Uses and Users of Groundwater
At this time, the GSA is not aware of any interests of all beneficial uses and users of

groundwater other than lose listed above. The GSA will consider any other interests as it is
made aware of those interests.





